=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 1 May 1996 08:08:21 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         linda adler kassner <kassn001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>
Subject:      recreational writing courses
 
Do the courses need to be only on college campuses?  I know that a course like
this was offered at the St. Paul Jewish Community Center some years ago, and may
still be offered.  I also know of courses like this a temples and JCCs in the
Chicago suburbs.  Your student might check with them.  Jewish community centers,
generally, are good places to look for courses like this -- a tradition of
commitment to learning, history, and telling peoples' stories often leads to
courses like this that produce amazing writing by older people.
>
> >Can anyone direct me to a source discussing what might be called
> >"recreational writing courses?"  What I have in mind are shorter duration
> >workshops, usually not for credit, aimed at community members, usually
> >offered through a continuing education unit on a campus.  Many colleges,
> >for example, offer such courses in poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction, or
> >special topics such as "journaling" or "memoir writing."  I know a student
> >working on a dissertation that studies the motivations and writing
> >processes of writers 55 years old and older writing in such a course.  Any
> >contextual information would help her a great deal.  And I'd also be very
> >interested in hearing from any WPAs who organize such courses or are
> >otherwise involved with them.
> >
> >Doug Hesse
> >Director of Writing Programs
> >Professor of English
> >Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
> >Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
> >ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
>
 
 
Linda Adler-Kassner
General College
University of Minnesota
140 Appleby Hall, Mpls. 55455
(612)625-6383-phone (612) 626-7848-fax
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 1 May 1996 06:55:17 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Mark L. Wiley" <mwiley@CSULB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: recreational writing courses?
 
>Doug,
>I recently got a flier from the Dartmouth Alumni College, which is
>offering such a course this summer (in addition to seminars on some other
>topics).  (I e-mailed the alumni college and asked them to send you a
>brochure.)  I don't remember much about the course, but it lasts a few
>weeks and is organized around memoir writing, much like the elderhostel
>programs that people have already mentioned.
>
>In addition, David Schaafsma's Eating on the Street describes a summer
>writing program for children in Detroit, a Cass Corridor wriitng project
>that he worked on when he was a grad. student at Michigan.  He's now at U
>Wisconsin, Madison, and would probably be happy to talk about it--you
>could also e=mail george.cooper@umich.edu for more info, as I think he
>has continued to work on similar projects.  Barbra Morris, a colleague of
>George's (and formerly mine) at the ECB at Michigan has worked on an
>extracurricular program at McKenzie HS in Detroit that is partially about
>writing, partially about getting ready for college--it's not a summer
>program but you might want to get in touch with her.  Finally, George
>Cooper, Cathy Fleisher (currently at Eastern Michigan Univ.), Mary Flores
>(currently at Lewis Clark State College), Patti Stock (Michigan State) ,John
>Lofty (currently at U
>New Hampshire), and I worked on a summer program in Rogers City Michigan
>(Cathy, John, and David, and perhaps George) did the work setting it up
>the first year; Mary and I joined the project the second year) where we
>had a 2 (3?) week program that got hs students doing oral histories in
>town and then producing an anthology of work at the end, services donated
>by a local printer.  The students did a variety of kinds of writing and
>learned a lot about local lore.  I'm sure any of us would be happy to
>talk more--it occurred in 1986-88, and I still enjoy looking at the
>anthologies from time to time.
>
>Susanmarie
>
>
>Susanmarie Harrington                                sharrin@indyunix.iupui.edu
>Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis    (317) 278-1153
>425 University Boulevard                             fax: (317) 274-2347
>Indianapolis IN 46202
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 1 May 1996 11:02:08 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Don Bushman <BUSHMAND@UNCWIL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: recreational writing courses
 
Doug:
 
   You might check with Art Quinn at UC-Berkeley (he's in the
Rhetoric program there). When I was at Arizona (where they used
Quinn's reader in F.Y. comp) during one of his book trips there
I remeber him talking about teaching such courses on boat cruises
around the S.F. Bay area. (He was surprised to find that some
of the retirees came expecting a course on *penmanship*, though,
which they assumed was the same as "writing.")
 
Don Bushman
UNC-Wilmington
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 1 May 1996 10:41:43 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan-Marie Harrington <sharrin@INDYUNIX.IUPUI.EDU>
Subject:      paying placement test/portfolio readers
In-Reply-To:  <01I46T6GGGXU8WWSJN@UNCWIL.EDU>
 
Could those of you who are running placement testing/portfolio programs
let me know how much you pay the people who read the tests or
portfolios?  (and while we're at it, could you mention who the test
readers are? grad. students? full time faculty? part-time faculty? for
work in the summer or between terms, or all year long?).
We're in the midst of a budget crunch here and my chair would like me to
compile some comparative data.
 
If people send me replies off-list, I will summarize on-list when the
cards and letters have stopped coming in.  Thanks in advance for what I
am sure will be great help.   Susanmarie
 
Susanmarie Harrington                                sharrin@indyunix.iupui.edu
Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis    (317) 278-1153
425 University Boulevard                             fax: (317) 274-2347
Indianapolis IN 46202
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 1 May 1996 13:28:00 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "k.vanalkemade" <kivana@ARK.SHIP.EDU>
Subject:      Re: software setup for classrooms
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960426181015.8257G-100000@email1.asu.edu>
 
As WPA I was hired because of my specialty in computers and composition,
and I make most of the decisions about software for our department's
computerized composition classroom, which houses 25 Macintosh computers
which currently are connected through AppleTalk and LocalTalk, both
network options that are part of Apple's System 7.  We are upgrading this
summer to Mac Performa CD-Rom computers which will be networked through
our University's ethernet and offer access to the World Wide Web.
 
I have found that we are able to accomplish our goals for computerized
composition instruction without expensive communications programs.
Professors who want to exchange students writing electronically simply
designate a shared folder on thier office computer harddrives, which are
then listed under the "Chooser"  students in the class use a password
provided from the professor to openthe folder, then simply save or copy
their writing directly to their prof's computer.  We may see more prof's
using e-mail or setting up listservs now that our classroom will be
networked for these capablities.
 
There is no substantive research on computer-mediated discussion that
suggests there is a reliable, positive impact on the teaching of writing
(this may sound like an ignorant claim but it is based on my dissertation
research on scholarship in the field of COmputers and Composition from
1979 to the present).  There are many attractive theories that
computer-mediated discussion may democratize and equalize classroom
interaction, but this has not been supported by sustained inquiry.
 
Kim van Alkemade
Director of Composition
Shippensburg University
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania
kivana@ark.ship.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 1 May 1996 13:19:00 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "k.vanalkemade" <kivana@ARK.SHIP.EDU>
Subject:      Re: teaching comp w/out grad assistants
 
In reply to the discussion which began under the pseudo-comp MA thread,
our program at a mid-size state university teaches 20 sections of
freshman comp each semester entirely staffed with tenure-track or tenured
professors.  The entire English department of 22 faculty take part in the
comp program teaching either Basic Writing, freshman composition,
advanced composition, or creative writing.  We are part of a state-wide
faculty union that severly limits the use of graduate assistants for
teaching, and that discourages the use of adjunct faculty.  I am sure a
composition class of 25 students taught by one of our full professors
might be the most expensive comp class around.
 
But are the students better off?  As WPA, I can tell you that few tenured
full professors are much interested in my recently training in
composition or my graduate studies in comp theory (from UW-Milwaukke, Hi
Chuck!).  Some have developed their own course materials which they have
printed up and sell to the students for $20 a packet (includes royalty).
As the only person recently hired as a comp specialist, our situation
leaves me a bit lost as to my role, which devolves to running placement,
managingg our computerized classroom, offering workshops, and teaching 3
courses each semester.
 
On the other hand, using grad students to teach because they are
affordable but perhaps not employable is wrong.  We hired this year a
specilist in Basic Writing for which we screened over 300 applications!
 
Just another perspective from Pennsylvania Dutch Country,
 
Kim van Alkemade
Director of Composition
Shippensburg University
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania
kivana@ark.ship.edu
 
"Don't cut off your nose to spite your face." Florence Berger
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 1 May 1996 16:45:38 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Jane Frick <frick@GRIFFON.MWSC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: paying placement test/portfolio readers
 
If you are interested in how the state of Missouri's public institutions
assess and pay readers for holistic scoring sessions, you might want to
access the Missouri Colloquium on Writing Assessment's Web site:
http://www.mwsc.edu/~cwa/  The site lists the results of our annual
"writing" survey information which has LOTS of information about
writing/assessing writing/staffing writing courses, including how
readers/scorers are paid at assessment sessions at various
institutions--along with how to contact the people who completed the survey
at each institution.  For example, here's what scorers/readers were paid in
Missouri last year:
 
Readers are compensated for evaluating placement, proficency, and/or
competency exams
 
Crowder College- $175 per year
 
Johnson County Community College- $20 per hour
 
St. Charles County Community College- released time - 3 credits per semester
 
St. Louis Community College-Florissant Valley- some released time
 
St. Louis Community College-Meramac-$11 per hour
 
State Fair Community College
 
Central Missouri State University-$20 per hour (Saturday only)
 
Missouri Southern State College-$500 per reader for 9 summer reading sessions
 
Missouri Western State College- $25 per session for summer reading sessions
 
Northwest Missouri State University- $25 per hour
 
Southeast Missouri State University- $15 per hour
 
Southwest Missouri State University- $20 per hour
 
Truman State University- $ 20 per hour
 
University of Missouri- Kansas City- $ 10 per hour
 
Hope this helps you . . . . .
 
 
Jane Frick      SS/C 208 C Missouri Western State College St. Joseph, MO 64507
TEL. (816) 271-4315  FAX (816) 271-4543
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 2 May 1996 09:58:33 GMT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Schaub <MSCHAUB@AUC-ACS.EUN.EG>
Subject:      Re: teaching comp w/out grad assistants
 
Here in our composition program, we also have *no* graduate assistants
or TAs as writing instructors, we've got 30 full-time comp. instructors,
including myself and an assistant comp. director.   Unlike the problem
Kim van Alkemade describes, we have a faculty that's really "into"
composition, as that's all any of us does, as part of our full-time
responsibilities.  Additionally, only 3 of the 30 have PhDs--I don't know
what that does to shape the program, but it seems to be working well:
   The pay is instructor-level, not great, but enough to live comfortably
if you're single, to live reasonably comfortably if you're not.  Dollars
go a bit further here in Cairo than they do in most US cities.
 
The reason I bring this up is because there seems to be an unwritten policy
among certain administrators to *not* hire PhDs for our program, or else
they'll start "expecting" higher salaries or get uppity about things (or
something).  I haven't pushed on this "policy" because we have a great
program as it is, but I don't know if deliberately getting people with
*less* education is sound practice.
 
As it now stands, folks with anything beyond an M.A. are seen as "over
qualified"   Shades of the ubiquitous statement: "You don't need a PhD
to teach writing."  As if you *need* a PhD in Molecular Biology to teach
Darwin....
 
Mark Schaub
Director, Freshman Writing Program
The American University in Cairo
<mschaub@auc-acs.eun.eg>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 2 May 1996 11:29:44 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: teaching comp w/out grad assistants
 
        I wonder if part of what is going on with keeping a comp program
mostly at the master's level doesn't also have something to do with how the
"market" currently allocates resources.  Comp/rhet doctorates seem to be going
in large numbers into positions with administrative requirements.  More of us
(me too) are pulled into departments that already do use full-time teachers
(mostly elder lit people) and then asked to "lead from below."  Meanwhile,
I'm finding that my best asset as a teacher is not necessarily my scholarly or
even practical preparation in rhet/comp, but rather my attitude that it is
productive and rewarding to work with literacy in ways that connect that
details with meaning.  I'm not sure I needed a doctorate for that, either; but
without the doctorate I would not have had a rich enough background in
research methods, language theories, and the sheer lay of the land in the
field to handle the administrative part.  Of course, that part would be much
less difficult if this department (and academia as a whole, for that matter)
had a larger proportion of people with a rhet/comp orientation.
        Then the next question becomes whether we should not pay very good
college teachers in measure appropriate to that ability, regardless of degree.
At first blush, I'd think so.  Would a rhet/comp faculty with mostly master's
degrees be a problem if, in other respects, they were fully valued members of
the institution?
        That circles around in turn to the value of scholarship in the field;
for the one other thing a doctorate prepares people to do is to carry on the
scholarly tradition.  Would departments full of full-time, well-paid rhet/comp
teachers with less than doctorates generate a stagnating field?  Or would the
field be further invigorated by a more central orientation toward practice?
        Finally, as to the "zero sum game" argument against higher pay for
composition instruction, my recollection of my "Economics for Boneheads" (er,
"humanists" I think the official title said) course tells me that the first
thing to do when one finds one's self in a zero sum game is to quit playing.
Any valid economic activity adds value greater than its cost.  I'm beyond
persuasion on the point that good rhet/comp work adds value to the system, and
could add a great deal more if its full resources were applied.  Because the
system to which it adds value is so vast and diffuse, it is a very great
challenge to reveal this value to those who need to recognize it with their
funds; but I strongly suspect that one of the great impediments to this
persuasive effort has been our field's own willingness to accept the
normality of under-funded composition instruction while pursuing sometimes
esoteric (and sometimes magnificent) scholarship at the top levels.
        So, it seems to me that using full-time, fully-rewarded comp teachers
and having more of them be rhet/comp specialists is the best approach, at
least while we're waiting for "RAC" (Rhetoric Across the Curriculum).  I think
we could find interesting and valuable uses for graduate assistantships even
if all the main teaching slots were full.  I realize that this is hard to
imagine; but if if would be right, we ought to imagine it and plan for it.
So, is it right?  Or is rhet/comp perhaps not genuinely as valuable as it
(allegorizing the collective) believes it is?
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall, Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468            816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu     http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"It's got to be the going, not the getting there, that's good"
                                - Harry Chapin, "Greyhound"
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 2 May 1996 14:09:52 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Alice M Gillam <agillam@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: software setup for classrooms
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.91.960501132014.8885A-100000@ark.ship.edu>
 
5/2
 
Kim - I've been meaning to respond to your kind note, so I thought I'd
take this opportunity to do so.  I haven't had a chance to read your
whole 4Cs paper, but I thought the title and first few paragraphs seemed
very interesting.  I'll try to get to it right after school, a week-long
fac. dev. workshop, and my week in Vancouver are over at the end of May.
 
I hope that your work is progressing nicely and that the whole diss.
process will be behind you soon.
 
Alice
 
 
On Wed, 1 May 1996, k.vanalkemade wrote:
 
> As WPA I was hired because of my specialty in computers and composition,
> and I make most of the decisions about software for our department's
> computerized composition classroom, which houses 25 Macintosh computers
> which currently are connected through AppleTalk and LocalTalk, both
> network options that are part of Apple's System 7.  We are upgrading this
> summer to Mac Performa CD-Rom computers which will be networked through
> our University's ethernet and offer access to the World Wide Web.
>
> I have found that we are able to accomplish our goals for computerized
> composition instruction without expensive communications programs.
> Professors who want to exchange students writing electronically simply
> designate a shared folder on thier office computer harddrives, which are
> then listed under the "Chooser"  students in the class use a password
> provided from the professor to openthe folder, then simply save or copy
> their writing directly to their prof's computer.  We may see more prof's
> using e-mail or setting up listservs now that our classroom will be
> networked for these capablities.
>
> There is no substantive research on computer-mediated discussion that
> suggests there is a reliable, positive impact on the teaching of writing
> (this may sound like an ignorant claim but it is based on my dissertation
> research on scholarship in the field of COmputers and Composition from
> 1979 to the present).  There are many attractive theories that
> computer-mediated discussion may democratize and equalize classroom
> interaction, but this has not been supported by sustained inquiry.
>
> Kim van Alkemade
> Director of Composition
> Shippensburg University
> Shippensburg, Pennsylvania
> kivana@ark.ship.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 2 May 1996 14:51:10 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eric Crump <wleric@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Research Network Forum/CCCC 1997 Call for Proposals (fwd)
X-To:         Alliance for Computers and Writing <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>,
              Conference on Basic Writing <cbw-l@vm1.spcs.umn.edu>,
              Rhet Net <rhetnt-l@mizzou1.missouri.edu>
 
FYI
--Eric
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Thu, 02 May 1996 12:29:00 -0500 (CDT)
From: BARROS@utarlg.uta.edu
Subject: Research Network Forum/CCCC 1997 Call for Proposals
 
The Research Network Forum of CCCC will meet for a full day pre-convention
workshop on March 12, 1997 in Phoenix AZ. Graduate student should submit
proposals to present their work in progress to colleagues, journal editors
and guest speakers for feedback.
 
To receive an E-mail copy of the RNF Proposal Form, E-mail Kim Brian Lovejoy:
IDRI100@indycms.iupui.edu
        or
Ollie Oviedo: oviedoo@email.enmu.edu.
 
Thanks,
Carolyn A Barros
barros@utarlg.uta.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 3 May 1996 17:05:23 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Deirdre Catherine Kravitz <dk103988@OAK.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      Comp/Rhet Grad Opening
 
The PhD program at Ohio University in Athens, Ohio has a new opening for
a candidate in Composition/Rhetoric starting in fall 1996.  A unique
strength of the program at OU is its emphasis on integration among its
three specialized tracks in Composition/Rhetoric, Creative Writing, and
Literature.  For further information, direct inquiries to Mara Holt,
(614) 593-2836, (email: HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU) or Susan Crowl, (614)
593-2837.  Applicants should submit a letter of application, two letters
of recommendation, a writing sample, photocopied transcripts and GRE's
(general test), by May 24.
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 5 May 1996 22:04:06 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         CHRISTOPHE C BURNHAM <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Writing Center Director Job Description
In-Reply-To:  <01I4438UISUGHSO372@ewu.edu>
 
Friends,
 
Thank you for the several very thoughtful and helpful responses to my
querry about the job description for the Writing Center Director's
position we will advertize next year.  Most of you recommended softening
the requirement for adminstrative experience to a preference and
broadening administration to include WPA work as well as writing center
work.  We followed your advice.  Now we hope to get a rich pool of
candidates.  Watch for the ad in the MLA Job List in the fall.
 
Again, thanks.
 
Chris Burnham
Department of English
New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 6 May 1996 08:52:35 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Bergmann <bergmann@CHARLIE.ACC.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: recreational writing courses?
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d04adabe2244d57@[134.121.56.24]>
 
Doug--A lot of JCC (Jewish Community Center) groups run programs in
reading and writing for personal pleasure.  You might call a local JCC,
see what they have, and see whether they can get you in touch with
others.  Just a thought.
 
I have an 80+ year old friend who has been writing her own andher
family's experiences for years--largely for circulation to her friends
and relatives.  She's not connected with any group, though.
 
 
 
 
Linda S. Bergmann, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of English
Department of Humanities
Illinois Institute of Technology
Chicago, Illinois  60616
 
(312) 567-3462
 
bergmann@charlie.acc.iit.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 6 May 1996 13:48:08 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Deirdre Catherine Kravitz <dk103988@OAK.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      PHD POSITION W/STIPEND
 
I am writing to clarify a previous message that I sent to the WPA-L
Listserv (new information in CAPITAL LETTERS):
 
The PhD graduate program at Ohio University in Athens, Ohio has a new
opening for a DOCTORAL CANDIDATE (WITH TEACHING STIPEND) candidate in
Composition/Rhetoric starting in fall 1996.  A unique strength of the
graduate program at OU is its emphasis on integration among its three
specialized tracks in Creative Writing, Literature, and
Composition/Rhetoric.  For further information, direct inquiries to Mara
Holt (614) 593-2836 [or e-mail, holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu] or Susan
Crowl, (614) 593-2837.  Applicants should submit a letter of application,
two letters of recommendation, a writing sample, photocopied transcripts
and GRE's (general test), by May 24 to:
 
SUSAN CROWL, GRADUATE DIRECTOR
DEPT. OF ENGLISH
ELLIS 385
OHIO UNIVERSITY
ATHENS, OH 45701
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 6 May 1996 14:16:40 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Christine Hult <FAHULT@WPO.HASS.USU.EDU>
Subject:      Announcement: CWC96 ONLINE CONFERENCE -Forwarded
 
Received: from writectr.usu.edu by sticky.usu.edu; (5.65/1.1.8.2/27Feb95-0405PM)
        id AA13925; Fri, 3 May 1996 08:36:43 -0600
Resent-Message-Id: <9605031436.AA13925@sticky.usu.edu>
Received: from EDU-USU-WRITECTR/SpoolDir by writectr.usu.edu (Mercury 1.13);
    Fri, 3 May 96 8:31:14 MST
Received: from SpoolDir by EDU-USU-WRITECTR (Mercury 1.13); Fri, 3 May 96 8:30:53 MST
Received: from EDU-USU-WRITECTR/SpoolDir by writectr.usu.edu (Mercury 1.13)
  for <fahult@writectr.usu.edu>;  Fri, 3 May 96 8:30:53 MST
Resent-From: fahult@writectr.usu.edu
Resent-To: fahult@wpo.hass.usu.edu
Resent-Date: Fri, 3 May 96 8:30:53 MST
Received: from opus.mtu.edu by writectr.usu.edu (Mercury 1.13) with ESMTP;
    Fri, 3 May 96 8:30:51 MST
Received: from mtu.edu (mtu.edu [141.219.70.1])
        by opus.mtu.edu (8.6.13/8.6.10) with ESMTP id KAA22600;
        Fri, 3 May 1996 10:28:17 -0400
Received: (from daemon@localhost)
        by mtu.edu (8.6.13/8.6.10) id KAA06483
        for cwc96-l-outgoing; Fri, 3 May 1996 10:24:24 -0400
Received: from gilligan.hu.mtu.edu (gilligan.hu.mtu.edu [141.219.148.33])
        by mtu.edu (8.6.13/8.6.10) with ESMTP id KAA06473
        for <cwc96-l@mtu.edu>; Fri, 3 May 1996 10:24:23 -0400
Received: from mahonri (maryann.hu.mtu.edu [141.219.148.32]) by gilligan.hu.mtu.edu (8.6.10/MTU-1.3) with SMTP id KAA01833 for <cwc96-l>; Fri, 3 May 1996 10:24:20 -0400
Date: Fri, 3 May 1996 10:24:20 -0400
Message-Id: <199605031424.KAA01833@gilligan.hu.mtu.edu>
X-Authentication-Warning: gilligan.hu.mtu.edu: Host maryann.hu.mtu.edu claimed to be mahonri
X-Sender: agheaps@labmailsrvr.hu.mtu.edu
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Version 1.4.4
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
To: cwc96-l@mtu.edu
From: agheaps@mtu.edu (Allan Heaps)
Subject: Announcement: CWC96 ONLINE CONFERENCE
Precedence: list
Reply-To: cwc96-l@mtu.edu
 
Please forward this to all appropriate lists.
 
**************************************************************
          1996 COMPUTERS AND WRITING ONLINE CONFERENCE
 
               Two months of professional contact, discussion and fun.
 
                     MONDAY, MAY 6 THRU SUNDAY, JUNE 30
 
**************************************************************
 
ACCESS
********
To access the conference point your web browser to:
 
<http://www.hu.mtu.edu/cwc96usu/>
 
then click "online conference".
 
A web browser that supports frames and tables, like Netscape 2.0, will work
the best, but text-only browsers should be able to access the site as well.
 
OPENING SOCIAL
*****************
We will officially open the conference with a "Virtual Waterski Party" at
Virtual Writing Center MOO hosted by Clint Gardner and the folks at Salt
Lake Community College on
 
MONDAY, MAY 6  at  8:00 PM EDT.
 
To connect, point your MOO client to VWCMOO at:
 
144.35.100.250 7777
 
Connect as your character OR as a guest and take the taxi to the lake. Then
swim.  There will be tours of the MOO, discussion on it's use in teaching,
and, of course, virtual waterskiing.
 
MAIL LISTS
***********
This year's conference provides a number of ways for people to connect. As
in years past, we are offering a variety of e-mail lists, ranging in topic
from "Literature Online" to "Publishing on the World Wide Web".  You can
join any of these lists automatically by completing the subscription form on
the web site.
 
NET FORUM(TM)
************
The online conference also utilizes NetForum (TM), a Usenet news-type of
software that allows interactive, asynchronous discussion on web pages.  We
are relying on conference participants to suggest topics and join in these
web-based discussions. To suggest a topic, contact Allan Heaps
(agheaps@mtu.edu) via E-mail.
 
WEBCHAT(TM)
**********
Synchronous conferencing opportunities will also be a part of the online
conference.  The Center for Computer-Assisted Language Instruction (CCLI) at
Michigan Tech has kindly provided a link from the web site to their
WebChat(TM) pages.  In addition to planned discussions, you can drop into
the WebChat(TM) forum and join in on the synchronous dialogue anytime.
 
WEB FORMS
************
The web site also offers us the opportunity to add to the collective body of
knowledge in the Computers and Writing profession.  Please use the web forms
at the site to add links to your homepage or pages of professional interest.
 
LOGAN CONFERENCE
*********************
As the face-to-face conference convenes at Utah State University in Logan,
Utah on May 30, the online conference will play a supporting role to the
live conference by offering Real Audio(TM) access to the keynote speeches,
inkshed pages to gather impressions from people at the conference, and more
opportunities for discussion on the face-to-face presentations posted to the
web site.
 
We would like to thank those who have equipped and funded this opportunity
to connect. Sixth Floor Media, the creators of CommonSpace, a collaborative
writing environment, Michigan Technological University's College or Sciences
and Arts, Department of Humanities, Campus Bookstore, and the CCLI have all
donated equipment and funds to enhance this conference. We are continuing
our efforts to find other corporate sponsors in order to maintain a
permanent C&W research site throughout the year. We envision a site to
archive previous and subsequent C&W discussions and materials.
 
If you have trouble with the pages, suggestions for ways to make the
conference a more valuable experience, or find yourself in need of any
assistance at all, please contact Allan Heaps, agheaps@mtu.edu.
 
We look forward to connecting with you.
 
The CWC96 Online Committee:
Allan Heaps, agheaps@mtu.edu
Karla Kitalong, kitalong@mtu.edu
Dickie Selfe, rselfe@mtu.edu
Scott Sherrill, slsherri@mtu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 7 May 1996 16:43:46 CDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         bernard-donals <ENGMBD@MIZZOU1.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      A QUERY
 
Our director of writing and a committee of rhet/comp faculty and other
members of the English department are meeting with a CQI group in order
to find out what our program needs to better prepare our graduate students
for the teaching of composition and to better prepare our undergraduate
writing students.  We've reached something of an impasse:  the administra-
tors involved in the meetings insist on numbers and on quantitative studies
that show the best way to teach writing (read "correctness," "spelling,"
"grammar," "form," etc.); while the r/c faculty members insist that
(a) those are the wrong criteria to look at, and (b) there are better ways
to test that crunching numbers.
 
At this point, we have resigned ourselves to the fact that if they want
numbers, we're going to have to give them numbers.  The question now is,
what studies do we want to refer these folks to?  What we want most to
provide are studies that show that students' writing tends to improve when
class sizes are kept small (and teachers can spend more time with students'
writing), and that pre- and post-testing students (i.e., testing students
before they enter a first-year composition course and then testing them
after they've finished) that are quantitative don't work.
 
The question to listmembers is this:  can you point us to relevant studies
to bring to our administrative friends on the CQI committee?  Also, I seem
to recall a strand on this list from some months back that addressed just
these issues--can someone remind me of the title of that strand so I can
see what I've archived?  Thank you all in advance.
 
Michael Bernard-Donals
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 7 May 1996 15:39:16 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane Roen <dhroen@IMAP1.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A QUERY
X-To:         bernard-donals <ENGMBD@MIZZOU1.MISSOURI.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <960507.165335.CDT.ENGMBD@MIZZOU1>
 
Some of the numbers that may prove useful to you appear in George
Hillock's RESEARCH ON WRITTEN COMPOSITION (NCTE, 1986).
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 7 May 1996 15:57:02 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: A QUERY
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/07/96 15:39
 
It might not be a bad idea to bring in some of the general stuff about what
works in higher education from the work of Alexander Astin, George Kuh, Victor
Tinto, Patrick Terrenzina (sp), etc. Astin's stuff is especially good and it
is based on lots of data.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 7 May 1996 20:48:13 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Dr. Bob Holderer" <RHOLDERER@EDINBORO.EDU>
Subject:      Placement Numbers
 
I would be interested in finding out the numbers of students placed in
a standard first-year composition course vs. those placed in
developmental (remedial) writing and those placed in
advanced-placement courses.
 
We have just done most of our testing for the fall 1996 semester.  We
came up with 82% for the standard composition course, 4% in AP, and
14% in developmental composition.  A couple of faculty members feel
that our percentage for developmental composition is way too low and
state that they know of schools that place as many as 50% in
developmental composition.  I have a hard time believing this high
statistic and would be interested in finding out what the placement
percentages are across the campuses.
 
The administration, on the other hand, seems to be happy with our
percentages in developmental composition.  We switched to placement by
writing sample, and everyone seems to feel that everything is going
fine.  The administration seems very happy about our switch.
 
Thank you for your help.  I would like to keep these statistics on
file in the event that we have future discussions on percentages.
 
Bob Holderer
Edinboro University of PA
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 7 May 1996 18:30:52 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mark Wiley <mwiley@CSULB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
In-Reply-To:  <01I4FRGGNOSY8WXDBK@edinboro.edu>
 
Bob,
        I can tell you that in the California State University
system (over twenty campuses) the percentages of first-year students
placing in basic writing in the more populated southern California
campuses are running between 50% and 80%.   Yes, that high.
 
        But since no one is complaining about the relatively low numbers
of students placing into your BW courses, and since there seems to be
little administrative pressure to change, why are you concerned because a
few faculty think the numbers are too low?  I am sure the students don't
think so.
 
Mark Wiley
CSU Long Beach
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 7 May 1996 21:50:50 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Dr. Bob Holderer" <RHOLDERER@EDINBORO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
Mark,
 
When you mentioned the 50-80% figure for basic composition in Southern
California, are these placements for students who never learned how to
write well in high school, or are these placements for students who
speak English as a second language.
 
Out of the 885 tests we administered so far, only one was placed in an
ESL basic writing session.  We will fill the section, but it will be
filled with international students.
 
Within this 50-80% figure, what percentage represents those who are
native English speakers who simply can't write?
 
Bob Holderer
Edinboro University of PA
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 05:49:15 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Rita Malenczyk <MALENCZYKR@ECSUC.CTSTATEU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
Bob, our students place into developmental composition at about 30%.  Some
are ESL, but the majority are native speakers.  The thing is, I'm not sure
how much this helps you, since my feeling is that what constitutes a "basic
writer" is specific to the institution and the student population.  If
certain people think the percentages are too low, then too low for what?  I
pretty much agree with Mark Wiley.  There are always going to be a couple
of curmudgeons on the faculty.
 
Rita
 
Rita Malenczyk
Writing Program Director
English Department
Eastern Connecticut State University
Willimantic, CT 06226
MALENCZYKR@ECSUC.CTSTATEU.EDU
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Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 08:58:33 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Bill Condon <bcondon@UMICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
Bob,
These percentages are an almost exact mirror of our own, and our
percentages have held at those numbers for more than a decade.
 
>We have just done most of our testing for the fall 1996 semester.  We
>came up with 82% for the standard composition course, 4% in AP, and
>14% in developmental composition.  A couple of faculty members feel
>that our percentage for developmental composition is way too low and
>state that they know of schools that place as many as 50% in
>developmental composition.  I have a hard time believing this high
>statistic and would be interested in finding out what the placement
>percentages are across the campuses.
 
Bill
 
 
Bill Condon, Director                        Phone:  313-764-9961
English Composition Board                    e-mail:  bcondon@umich.edu
1111 Angell Hall                             FAX:  313-764-2772
University of Michigan 48109
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Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 09:56:47 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
Bob,
 
Every school I've worked at based their percentages of developmental
students not on placement results but on a predetermination, either
philosophical or financial.  In other words, X number of sections of
developmental/remedial/basic writing are planned for, and that's how
many of that sort of student ends up in them.  So if some schools
have 50% developmental and others have none, those numbers may not
reflect students' actual abilities, but rather administrative decisions
--or, in the case of some schools, the faculty's and school's self-
image (e.g., if we need basic writing, we're failing to admit "our"
kind of student.  So we don't need basic writing).
 
Rich Bullock
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 07:51:15 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A QUERY
In-Reply-To:  <960507.165335.CDT.ENGMBD@MIZZOU1> from "bernard-donals" at May
              7, 96 04:43:46 pm
 
Michael, I think my chapter in Joseph Janangelo and Kristine Hansen,
Resituating Writing: Constructing and Administering Writing Programs,
Heinemann/Boynton-Cook, 1995, would be very helpful to you.  It is
entitled "The Rhetorical Problem of Writing Program Evaluation and the
WPA" (132-150) and was aimed at the exact problem you describe.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 09:56:07 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lowell Frye <LowellF@TIGER.HSC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
Bob, Rich, & others who have contributed to this discussion:
 
At Hampden-Sydney (small liberal arts school for men) the number of
students in our basic writing course varies according to the strength of
the class.  We plan for a certain number of Rhet 100 (basic writing)
sections, but then adjust up or down based on diagnostic essay & editing
tests administered at the beginning of the semester.  We have had as few as
three sections and as many as seven (14 students per section).  But we
actively try to judge the quality of writing by entering students so as to
place them at the appropriate level.
 
In our program, preliminary placement & estimate of numbers of sections is
based on SAT verbal scores, admissions essays, & high school English
grades.  Students who scored below 450 SAT Verbal (unrecentered) usually
have been placed, preliminarliy, in Rhet 100.  They then move out to 101 or
remain in 100 based on performance in our own diagnostic instruments (essay
& editing).  Incidentally, we don't require students to enroll in Rhet 100.
We recommend, sometimes vigorously, that a student do so, but the student
makes the final decision.
 
So far, we have not made decisions about how many Rhet 100 sections to
offer based on financial considerations.
 
 
 
>Bob,
>
>Every school I've worked at based their percentages of developmental
>students not on placement results but on a predetermination, either
>philosophical or financial.  In other words, X number of sections of
>developmental/remedial/basic writing are planned for, and that's how
>many of that sort of student ends up in them.  So if some schools
>have 50% developmental and others have none, those numbers may not
>reflect students' actual abilities, but rather administrative decisions
>--or, in the case of some schools, the faculty's and school's self-
>image (e.g., if we need basic writing, we're failing to admit "our"
>kind of student.  So we don't need basic writing).
>
>Rich Bullock
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 08:12:38 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
In-Reply-To:  <01I4FRGGNOSY8WXDBK@edinboro.edu> from "Dr. Bob Holderer" at May
              7, 96 08:48:13 pm
 
Bob Holderer, you will not get a useful answer to your query about some
imagined standard for placement in freshman comp.  Every campus is
different and you need to decide what is appropriate for your comp
program and your students.  All "remedial" placement means is that
certain students are not ready for whatever you happen to teach in
regular comp; since we have no standards beyond local ones, you have to
decide that yourself. And AP means simply that some students already know
whatever it is you teach in freshman comp; again, only you can decide.
It is true that some campuses place 50% or more of their students as
"remedial" (see my article in the current JBW) while others place none at
all.  But the aggregation of such data is utterly meaningless.  Rather a
crazy situation for the largest single academic program in American
higher education, but there you are.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 10:42:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A QUERY
 
==========================extracted text================================
Our director of writing and a committee of rhet/comp faculty and other
members of the English department are meeting with a CQI group in order
to find out what our program needs to better prepare our graduate students
for the teaching of composition and to better prepare our undergraduate
writing students.  We've reached something of an impasse:  the administra-
tors involved in the meetings insist on numbers and on quantitative studies
that show the best way to teach writing (read "correctness," "spelling,"
"grammar," "form," etc.); while the r/c faculty members insist that
(a) those are the wrong criteria to look at, and (b) there are better ways
to test that crunching numbers.
 
At this point, we have resigned ourselves to the fact that if they want
numbers, we're going to have to give them numbers.  The question now is,
what studies do we want to refer these folks to?  What we want most to
provide are studies that show that students' writing tends to improve when
class sizes are kept small (and teachers can spend more time with students'
writing), and that pre- and post-testing students (i.e., testing students
before they enter a first-year composition course and then testing them
after they've finished) that are quantitative don't work.
 
The question to listmembers is this:  can you point us to relevant studies
to bring to our administrative friends on the CQI committee?  Also, I seem
to recall a strand on this list from some months back that addressed just
these issues--can someone remind me of the title of that strand so I can
see what I've archived?  Thank you all in advance.
 
Michael Bernard-Donals
=========================end extracted text================================
Our campus was a pilot site for the applying TQM/CQI approaches to education
within the Baldrige award process, one of the central "Quality" efforts in
this country.  I've been heavily involved in this stuff for two years now.
 
My first suggestion: if you can, run away.  Run, don't look back, and hide.
The CQI-in-education community seems to be an unreflective, dogmatic cult.  If
you've ever spent any time trying to exchange views with a follower of a
religious cult, you know that they have an impervious reality tunnel, and an
answer for every flaw you can point out in their methods.  This is not to say
the underlying ideas are bad; quite to the contrary.  Still, the faithful
will brook no suggestion that all things cannot be measured and analyzed into
discrete parts.  They seem to have no awareness of Zeno's paradox, or of the
very oddness in the quest to entirely quantify quality.
 
If you can't run, then by all means do focus in studies that illustrate the
connections between better conditions for writing teachers and better results.
It could also be very productive to introduce them to the numbers showing that
grammar-based instruction does not generate the predicted results.  I'd be
deleriously happy if somebody could get across to the CQI community the most
likely hypotheses for these results, most of which open up discussions of the
dangers of viewing language reductively.
 
In the long run, I do think we could do a better job of articulating our
judgments of what is "good" in writing, and to do so would enable a rough
quantification that, in large numbers, could be studied usefully.  I do think
the traditional CQI counterargument to "it can't be measured" (that is, "then
how can you grade it?") opens interesting discussions we need to have.  But my
experience here suggests that taking instructions from the CQI gurus is less
helpful than engaging them in critical discussion, so that jumping to provide
numbers may well lead to more trouble than good.  Until they fully grasp that
language ain't widgets, it will be tough sledding trying to get the numbers
exchange to work in your favor.
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468                    816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
"Logical goodness and badness . . . amounts, in the last analysis, to
nothing but a particular application of the more general distinction of
Moral Goodness and Badness, or Righteouness and Wickedness" (5.108).
                                        - Charles Sanders Peirce
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Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 10:48:58 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
In-Reply-To:  <01I4FRGGNOSY8WXDBK@edinboro.edu>
 
At DePaul, we offer a total of 154 sections of all first-year writing
courses; 23 sections, or 20%, are in one of two courses that prepare
students for the "mainstream" course, the first of two required for
graduation.
 
David Jolliffe
Director of Writing Programs, DePaul University
802 West Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL  60614
312-325-7000, ext. 1783
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 09:05:42 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Mark L. Wiley" <mwiley@CSULB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
>Mark,
>
>When you mentioned the 50-80% figure for basic composition in Southern
>California, are these placements for students who never learned how to
>write well in high school, or are these placements for students who
>speak English as a second language.
 
Bob,
A very good question.  We continue to puzzle over that one ourselves. Many
of these students have high school G.P.A.s of 3.00 and higher.  We do know
that they do not do enough writing for the usual reasons of overcrowded
classrooms plus teachers who have 150 plus students to deal with per week.
We also know that writing tends to be brief responses to literature and very
little attempts to make a sustained argument.  Some students claim their
teachers did not inform them of the seriousness of the placement test, so in
the students words they "blew it off."  We are still investigating this
phenomenon.  Other reasons may have to do with different language
backgrounds these students have.  It is not so much ESl, although that
accounts for a minority of the BW population, but students whose primary
language in the home is not English.  We have large numbers of Mexican and
Hispanic students.  The percentages of "minority" students (read non-anglo)
the last few years is running about 75%.  I have taught the second level of
basic writing for several years now.  My anecdotal observations are that I
cannot generalize.  Certainly though with the large numbers of students
whose primary language is not English (although they are not classified as
ESL students), they do not demonstrate a fluency with the language that
students whose home language is English and who have written frequently
throughout high school demonstrate.
 
 
>Within this 50-80% figure, what percentage represents those who are
>native English speakers who simply can't write?
 
Since our placement test does not identify ESL students, I can't tell you.
Actually all the students can write.  But what they write does not fit the
essay genre valued in first-year courses.  Some students rely too heavily on
narrative structures; many do not offer analysis and support.  Some write
without making connections for readers.  It's a fascinating and
simulatneously frustrating problem.  I hope to begin working with high
school teachers this summer, and no doubt I will learn much more about what
is happening with these students.
 
Mark Wiley
CSULB
 
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 10:41:13 PST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JEANNE GUNNER <GUNNER@HUMNET.UCLA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
X-To:         "Dr. Bob Holderer" <RHOLDERER@EDINBORO.EDU>
 
As I read the exchange on placement numbers, I'm distressd by some of
the language I see used by WPAs.  "Basic writer" does not equate
with "students who simply can't write" or who are not as "strong" as
other students.  Such totalizing reifies the students placed into such
courses, denies their abilities as students, and, as Ed White points
out, uses some unexamined, absolute standard of writing assessment, a
phenomenon that does not exist.  As Ed says and David Jolliffe
implies, some students may not write in the way a particular
institution and writing program wants them to, and it's the
responsibility of the program to offer useful courses to help
students attain the kind of fluency valued in the instituion (and not
to penalize them with labels, or courses that carry no credit, or
repetition of social stereotypes).  We might also want to be more
sensitive to the kind of arguments that Min Zhan Lu makes about
equating writing difference with incompetence.  I recognize the
reality of institutionally defined standards for writing; the WPA is
in a good position, however, to try to educate people outside (and
sometimes inside) the English dept. on these literacy issues.
 
Speaking from the land of Mike Rose and the effort to overcome the
negative tradition of remediation--
 
Jeanne Gunner
UCLA
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Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 14:41:46 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Dr. Bob Holderer" <RHOLDERER@EDINBORO.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
Mark,
 
Thanks for your response.  I have been mandated to validate our ES 103 (AP)
and 010 (remedial) placements.  I got the feeling that about 30 of our 010
placements were written by students who did not see the need for proofreading
or who blew off the test.  While the papers were not beautiful, the problems
seemed easily correctable.  For example, several papers got an 010 rating
because pronouns were all over the place.  If I had these students in class,
I am positive that they could get this problem aligned once I threw back
their papers and told them to edit for pronouns.
 
With this problem in mind, I have formed two sections out of these students
that I will personally teach.  I will build the Center for Writing into the
course and see what happens.  I feel down deep that these students could do
well in a 101 if they are willing to work.
 
I am going to dig around and see what other schools have done.  The idea of
a section or two of a 5-day-a-week composition course seems attractive.  If
taught by the right type of faculty member, these students could have
tremendous success.  If they got the type of "elitist" professor that won't
give this type the right time of day, we'll have disaster.
 
Again, thanks for your help.  I was Chair of an English/Modern Language
department in a small Baptist college back in the early 80s.  After I took
coursework at Oklahoma State, I took a position as Director of Developmental
Programs at a community college until I graduated and came to Edinboro
University.  I just took over the directorship of placement, and the powers
are working on the new position of Director of Composition.  I will be in
line for that position.  Our department has 40 faculty in it, so things will
be a bit challenging.
 
Bob Holderer
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 16:26:11 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Diana George <dgeorge@MTU.EDU>
Subject:      A new query (2)
 
 Does anybody know of a collaborative dissertation? One of the arguments
that's being made against collaboration or co-authoring here is that we
wouldn't accept a co-authored dissertation, so why would we count a
co-authored article or book as a substantive piece of scholarship or
research. Just curious.
 
                Thanks (again),
                        Diana
 
  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
                "I keep thinking of all those thousands of cats
                        not yet killed by curiosity."
                                William Kloefkorn
 
     Diana George                                906-487-3233
     Department of Humanities                    FAX 906-487-3559
     Michigan Technological University           dgeorge@mtu.edu
     1400 Townsend Drive
     Houghton, MI 49931
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 18:00:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      2 POSITIONS - English - Reading - Montgomery College - Maryland
X-To:         RHETORIC WRITING LANGUAGE <PURTOPOI@VM.CC.PURDUE.EDU>,
              NCTE International <ncte-intl@itc.org>,
              MEGABYTE UNIVERSITY <MBU-L@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              CBW-L <CBW-L@VM1.SPCS.UMN.EDU>
 
                  MONTGOMERY COLLEGE FULL-TIME FACULTY
                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
     MONTGOMERY COLLEGE, a multi-campus community college located in the
Maryland suburbs near Washington, DC and committed to student success, is
seeking applications for the following two full-time faculty positions to
begin in fall semester 1996 subject to available funding:
 
 
                      ENGLISH, GERMANTOWN CAMPUS
                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
     MA in English with currency in composition/rhetoric and three (3)
years of teachlng experience at the community college or college level;
demonstrated ability to teach developmental English, college composition
and literature courses, and an interest in using technology in instruction
are required.  Experience in Holistic Grading, Academic Committee
preparatlon and using computers preferred.
 
 
                       READING, ROCKVILLE CAMPUS
                       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
     Master s Degree in Reading; or Education with concentration in
Reading, or English with concentration in Reading, or mlnor in Reading; or
Education with concentration in Reading, or Education with concentration
in Developmental Reading and English is requlred. Community College
teaching experience in a multcultural settlng is preferred; ability to
diagnose language learning disabilities preferred; knowledge of
computer-assisted instruction desired.
 
 
     The deadline for receipt of applications is June 30, 1996. To apply
call (301) 279-5374 to request an application or write to:
 
                Human Resources
                Montgomery College Central Administration
                900 Hungerford Drive
                Suite 130
                Rockville, MD 20850
 
           Montgomery College is an EO/AA/Title IX Employer
_____________________________________________________________________________
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 16:19:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Diana George <dgeorge@MTU.EDU>
Subject:      A new query
 
 Our department is revising tenure and promotion guidelines, so if any of
you have guidelines that you could forward to me I would appreciate it. I'm
especially interested to know if any of your guidelines make reference to
co-authored articles and books, to essay collections, or to articles or
books on pedagogy. (It's an endless battle.)
                Thanks,
                        Diana
 
  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
                "I keep thinking of all those thousands of cats
                        not yet killed by curiosity."
                                William Kloefkorn
 
     Diana George                                906-487-3233
     Department of Humanities                    FAX 906-487-3559
     Michigan Technological University           dgeorge@mtu.edu
     1400 Townsend Drive
     Houghton, MI 49931
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 8 May 1996 16:46:34 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/08/96 10:44
 
I fully appreciate what Jeanne Gunner is recommending. But we need to think
very carefully about what lanaguage we substitute for the language of
remediation. "Different" has become the all purpose euphemism, universally
recognized as a euphemism for some sort of "defect," often used by those who
would get credit f or being sensitive without any real benefit to our
conceptualiztion of the person being described. "Joe is, well, different."
"Suzanne is differently abled." All objects of derision. "Henri is _________ly
challlenged." And so on. It might be better to label our courses. That is,
Basic Writing should become what it really is, Intro to Academic Writing. The
people who take such courses are called "students."
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 09:57:08 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <v0151010cadb679071ea1@[141.219.148.117]>
 
Diana: How about the most recent CCC article co-authored by Lunsford and
Ede, sometimes known as Ede and Lunsford(Volume 47, Number 2, May 1996)
"Representing Audience" or in the same issue one by Spooner and Yancey?
Incidentally, to avoid main-author limelight, Ede and Lunsford switched
authorial places.  Or should I say Lunsford and Ede?  Rosencranz and
Guildenstern?  I've never heard of a multi-authored dissertation although
science does it, and although most dissertations are carefully supervised
the most you'd get would be the ghost of some advisor breathing down the
neck of the writer, but anonymously, anonymously. Interesting query.
Linda
 
Linda Ziff
linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
 
On Wed, 8 May 1996, Diana George wrote:
 
>  Our department is revising tenure and promotion guidelines, so if any of
> you have guidelines that you could forward to me I would appreciate it. I'm
> especially interested to know if any of your guidelines make reference to
> co-authored articles and books, to essay collections, or to articles or
> books on pedagogy. (It's an endless battle.)
>                 Thanks,
>                         Diana
>
>   ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
>                 "I keep thinking of all those thousands of cats
>                         not yet killed by curiosity."
>                                 William Kloefkorn
>
>      Diana George                                906-487-3233
>      Department of Humanities                    FAX 906-487-3559
>      Michigan Technological University           dgeorge@mtu.edu
>      1400 Townsend Drive
>      Houghton, MI 49931
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 10:13:29 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
X-To:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES%ASUACAD.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96050816463591@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
David:  I agree completely with your comments on labels.  Now we draw
attention to, rather than accept, difference.  I recall once seeing in
England a Hospital for Incurables.  But as crucial as the label is, I
think it's important that no student should take anything not for credit. A rose is
a rose, but if we ask students to spend time and effort for a term, they
should receive credit, even when it is but a small step on the way to
Nirvana.   Linda Ziff, linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
 
On Wed, 8 May 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> I fully appreciate what Jeanne Gunner is recommending. But we need to think
> very carefully about what lanaguage we substitute for the language of
> remediation. "Different" has become the all purpose euphemism, universally
> recognized as a euphemism for some sort of "defect," often used by those who
> would get credit f or being sensitive without any real benefit to our
> conceptualiztion of the person being described. "Joe is, well, different."
> "Suzanne is differently abled." All objects of derision. "Henri is _________ly
> challlenged." And so on. It might be better to label our courses. That is,
> Basic Writing should become what it really is, Intro to Academic Writing. The
> people who take such courses are called "students."
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 08:06:23 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
In-Reply-To:  <01I4FRGGNOSY8WXDBK@edinboro.edu>
 
Bob,
 
At Arizona State University's main campus, about 19% of all
first-year students who take composition are placed into our
"Stretch Program"--it "stretches" ENG 101 out to two semesters,
to give beginning writers more time to work on their writing.
 
Our placement is based on ACT/SAT scores.  An SAT verbal of 460 or
lower, or an ACT of 18 or lower, go into Stretch.  Scores of 470-540
(SAT) or 19-20 (ACT) are advised to go into Stretch.
 
Also, about 19% of all ENG 101 students are minorities; about 36%
of Stretch students are.
 
Hope this helps.
 
Greg Glau
Arizona State University
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 08:25:57 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane Roen <dhroen@IMAP1.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query (2)
X-To:         Diana George <dgeorge@MTU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <v0151010eadb67b0b97ea@[141.219.148.117]>
 
Diana,
You might revisit the interview with Mary Belenky in JAC a few years
ago.  She offers some useful arguments there.  Also look at the book that
Gesa Kirsch and Pat Sullivan edited a few years ago.  Ede and Lunsford's
book is also a great source.
Best,
Duane
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 10:29:00 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         richard lloyd jones <rljones@BLUE.WEEG.UIOWA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960509094353.539233866A-100000@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
 
I seem to recall that Rosemary Hake was one member of a joint
dissertation at U of Chicago.  Perhaps the other person was from math. My
guess of date is in the 70s, but I imagine Joe Williams would know.
Peace jix
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 08:32:08 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane Roen <dhroen@IMAP1.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
X-To:         Diana George <dgeorge@MTU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <v0151010cadb679071ea1@[141.219.148.117]>
 
Diana,
I did two articles with Gerri McNenny several years ago.  In both, we
cite the P&T guidelines at Syracuse.  Collaborative scholarship is
mentioned in the Syracuse document.
 
DIALOUGE (1993)
RHETORIC REVIEW (1992)
 
I can send copies if you wish.
 
Best,
Duane
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 10:46:56 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Glenn Blalock <GBLALOCK@SFASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query (2)
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960509082334.7337B-100000@general2.asu.edu>
 
Diana,
 
Several essays included in Sally Reagan Barr's _Writing With_ (SUNY,
1994) explore this issue.
 
Glenn Blalock
Department of English
Box 13007, SFA Station
Stephen F. Austin State University
Nacogdoches, TX  75962
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 11:24:46 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Diana,
 
Two years ago I was queried by someone from The University of South
Carolina about whether we at Illinois State had had collaborative
dissertations.  (We hadn't, but I suspect we would be willing.)  In any
case, this person was contacting several doctoral programs.  I'll see if I
can find the letter and the person's name and send it to you off-list.
Maybe, though, my message will jog the memories of others on the list,
either about the situation at South Carolina or about having received that
letter.
 
doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 12:08:29 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
>I fully appreciate what Jeanne Gunner is recommending. But we need to think
>very carefully about what lanaguage we substitute for the language of
>remediation. "Different" has become the all purpose euphemism, universally
>recognized as a euphemism for some sort of "defect," often used by those who
>would get credit f or being sensitive without any real benefit to our
>conceptualization of the person being described.
 
"Different" could be genuinely honest if we genuinely valued different
outcomes and alternative standards.  It's not so bad, either, if our message
is more like: "here is what this institution values; so, if it is the right
place for you, you should want to move from your position of difference (and
here's a special course to help you)."
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468                    816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
". . . Every measure, every gauge is just a borderline." - Joni
Mitchell, "Borderline"
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 12:42:57 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.KSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <v0151010cadb679071ea1@[141.219.148.117]>
 
Diana, I'm looking for our recently revised tenure and promotion
guidelines and will sent them off as soon as I do. They do specifically
state that co-authored work counts. The new language has not been
specifically put to the test. When the document was written we argued
that in Composition and Rhetoric it is 'common practice' as in other
fields like the sciences. At my mid tenure review tho, I did enclose a
letter from my co-author detailing the nature of the collaboration, just
to keep speculation from getting out of hand.
 
 
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
 
On Wed, 8 May 1996, Diana George wrote:
 
>  Our department is revising tenure and promotion guidelines, so if any of
> you have guidelines that you could forward to me I would appreciate it. I'm
> especially interested to know if any of your guidelines make reference to
> co-authored articles and books, to essay collections, or to articles or
> books on pedagogy. (It's an endless battle.)
>                 Thanks,
>                         Diana
>
>   ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
>                 "I keep thinking of all those thousands of cats
>                         not yet killed by curiosity."
>                                 William Kloefkorn
>
>      Diana George                                906-487-3233
>      Department of Humanities                    FAX 906-487-3559
>      Michigan Technological University           dgeorge@mtu.edu
>      1400 Townsend Drive
>      Houghton, MI 49931
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 15:27:23 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Diana,
 
Wright State University's "Specifications for Promotion, Tenure, and
Appointments" includes the following language:
 
"Basic to membership in the Wright State faculty should be a commitment
to the communication and advancement of human knowledge through schol-
arship.  These are essentially parts of the same process since
scholarship has little utility unless it is communicated to others.
It is generally recognized that those who are best able to guide and
stimulate others to learn are those who are themselves engaged in the
learning process via scholarship for the purpose of adding to the
storehouse of knowledge.
 
"Scholarship can best be judged by one's own colleagues within and outside
the university.  Pulications of scientific and literary work by respon-
sible journals, performance of music and exhibition of art by recognized
media, or widespread adoption of newly developed teaching methods are
all examples which show that scholarly work is well regarded by thos
e in the best position to judge it."
 
In other words, textbooks and scholarship on pedagogy count just as
much as anything else, at least in theory university-wide, but in
fact in the English Department and in the College of Liberal Arts.
I hope you find this (stilted prose and all) helpful.
 
Rich Bullock
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 16:12:32 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Corbett
 
        Hasn't some press re-issued Ed Corbett's Classical Rhetoric for the
Modern Student? Who? when? Have I lost my mind? Someone in architecture
wants it, and  bookstore folks here called me to say they coudn't find it
in Books in Print.  Beth Daniell
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 9 May 1996 16:53:06 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Sue Hum <shum@UMASSD.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Corbett
 
Beth
 
Check with Oxford UP for the 3rd. ed. of corbett's text.
 
Sue
 
Sue Hum
Associate Graduate Program Director
Department of English
University of Massachusetts
285 Old Westport Road
North Dartmouth, MA 02747
off. 508-999-8517
fax  508-999-9235
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 07:41:41 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Mark L. Wiley" <mwiley@CSULB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Corbett
 
Beth,
 
        The latest edition I have is the third, 1990, from Oxford UP.  It's
gotta be in press.
 
Mark Wiley
CSULB
 
 
>        Hasn't some press re-issued Ed Corbett's Classical Rhetoric for the
>Modern Student? Who? when? Have I lost my mind? Someone in architecture
>wants it, and  bookstore folks here called me to say they coudn't find it
>in Books in Print.  Beth Daniell
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 10:00:54 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Joan Hawthorne <hawthorn@BADLANDS.NODAK.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
>It is generally recognized that those who are best able to guide and
>stimulate others to learn are those who are themselves engaged in the
>learning process via scholarship for the purpose of adding to the
>storehouse of knowledge.
 
Rich -
 
This is obviously a basic assumption in tenure and promotion, but when I
look at it written out like this, I wonder.  Do we genuinely recognize this?
On what basis?  Can anyone point me to recent studies that directly address
the relationship between scholarship and undergraduate teaching?  (As we
expand our definition of scholarship, the whole issue gets muddier, of
course.)  I've read some of Astin's work on success in college, and I'm
familiar with the Harvard Seminar work by Light -- but I'm not familiar with
a lot of other research that might be applicable.  Astin and Light may not
disprove this assumption, but they don't seem to support it either.
 
I can say by _feel_ that it makes sense to have learners engaged in teaching
(and vice versa), but the part that seems questionable is the part that
specifies "learning process via scholarship for the purpose of adding to the
storehouse of knowledge."  Does this mean that scholarship-based learning
makes a person more qualified to teach than learning for personal growth?
If I read good literature, keep up with the politics of my world,
occasionally take up a new interest, travel, converse, etc., I'm less of a
teacher than if I do research related to rhetoric or comp?  Does it matter
if we're talking about lower division, upper division, or grad teaching?
 
Joan Hawthorne
Univ of North Dakota
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 08:05:08 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane Roen <dhroen@IMAP1.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <01I4I8UVLF428X3JAH@nova.wright.edu>
 
Diana,
Rich's note reminded me that you might also use some of the language in
Boyer's SCHOLARSHIP RECONSIDERED.
Best,
Duane
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 08:37:20 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <199605101500.KAA96654@badlands.NoDak.edu>
 
> On what basis?  Can anyone point me to recent studies that directly
address> the relationship between scholarship and undergraduate teaching?
 
I heartily recommend
 
  Richard M. Felder, The Myth of the Superhuman Professor, Journal of
Engineering Education, p. 105, April 1994.
 
Maureen Arrigo-Ward
California Western School of Law
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 09:04:53 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PCN.3.91.960510083612.4821B-100000@[206.216.154.107]> from
              "Maureen Arrigo" at May 10, 96 08:37:20 am
 
I applaud Joan for reopening the inquiry into the teaching/scholarship
issue as it relates to comp. We need to resist cliches and think through
what we mean.  I still remain in the conservative camp on this issue, but
for two underlying reasons:
        1.  Intellectual vitality.  We need to resist the tendency of
those who pride themselves on their teaching to sit back and rest content
with what they knew a few years ago.  The worst teaching I've seen was at
a "teaching institution" which did not ask for scholarship; everyone was
out of date, uninformed on recent trends in the field, and really boring.
I'm not saying that scholarship guarantees intellectual vitality, but
it's harder to be dead on your feet if you're trying to publish. So I
would ask for evidence of intellectual vitality, through scholarship or
something equally energizing.
        2.  First-hand knowledge.  The argument in the sciences, that
just repeating what others have discovered is not good enough for college
instruction, also applies in comp.  With so much still unknown and
controversial about comp, students have a right to teachers who are
thinking for themselves about how, why, and what we do.  And such
thinking should be published from time to time.
        So there.  I KNOW we don't have time to do very much in this
area, particularly newcomers who are usually given the hardest and most
time-consuming work.  I KNOW we are (forced to be?) exploitative in our
institutions.  But the arguments remain valid and appropriate insofar as
they can apply in a local situation.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 14:01:27 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "RICH BULLOCK,ENGLISH DEPT,WRIGHT ST.U,DAYTON 45435"
              <RBULLOCK@NOVA.WRIGHT.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Joan,
 
I'm in complete sympathy.  I think the language you pointed to
about scholarship and research making us better teachers is
largely self-serving lip service, especially if it's mouthed
by the same people and institutions that dismiss scholarship
on pedagogy.  Research only makes us better teachers when it
has nothing directly to do with teaching?
 
Rich
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 14:38:04 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Fred Kemp <ykfok@TTACS.TTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: software setup for classrooms
 
Kim says,
 
>There is no substantive research on computer-mediated discussion that
>suggests there is a reliable, positive impact on the teaching of writing
>(this may sound like an ignorant claim but it is based on my dissertation
>research on scholarship in the field of COmputers and Composition from
>1979 to the present).  There are many attractive theories that
>computer-mediated discussion may democratize and equalize classroom
>interaction, but this has not been supported by sustained inquiry.
 
Ach!  Can't let this one go by.  Neither "substantive research" nor
"sustained inquiry" will have a thing to do with whether computers will be
used more and more in classrooms, virtual or otherwise.
 
The society is turning to computers for just about all of its language
work, foolish as society may be.  For people who want to teach something
that has a real value to real people to ignore such an overwhelming
societal pressure smacks of silliness.
 
Fred Kemp
f.kemp@ttu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 14:51:49 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Fred Kemp <ykfok@TTACS.TTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Placement Numbers
 
Bob, I was going to reply to your message with some in-depth brilliance,
but Ed White said it for me.  The whole thing is relative.  Who gets
shunted where is based strictly upon local knowledge.  Like all grades.
 
Fred Kemp
f.kemp@ttu.edu
 
>Bob Holderer, you will not get a useful answer to your query about some
>imagined standard for placement in freshman comp.  Every campus is
>different and you need to decide what is appropriate for your comp
>program and your students.  All "remedial" placement means is that
>certain students are not ready for whatever you happen to teach in
>regular comp; since we have no standards beyond local ones, you have to
>decide that yourself. And AP means simply that some students already know
>whatever it is you teach in freshman comp; again, only you can decide.
>It is true that some campuses place 50% or more of their students as
>"remedial" (see my article in the current JBW) while others place none at
>all.  But the aggregation of such data is utterly meaningless.  Rather a
>crazy situation for the largest single academic program in American
>higher education, but there you are.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 17:45:18 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Just to put in my two cents on the scholarship/teaching query:
 
        I believe teaching and scholarship go hand-in-hand, especially in
composition.  But I also think there needs to be some review of the ways
that universities "protect" their comp people.  I say that because I know of
too many people who are "exploited" and then not kept on or tenured (myself
included).  This is partly because the administrative parts of our jobs are
so demanding, and partly because of the still-present bias against
composition scholarship held by many in our profession.
 
        In my first job (at a public, but relatively small institution of
3200 students), I was called "Director of Writing," which really meant that
I was Director of Composition in the English Department, Director of the
Writing Center, Coordinator of Writing Across the Curriculum, and designated
"writing" person on campus for any other writing-related activity.  This was
half my load. I also taught two courses each term, both composition and
literature, as well as a course for future teachers in writing theory and
practice.  After three years and no time to publish (though I did attend
conferences and give papers), I found another job--this time at a private
institution, with fewer students, and with a job description that I thought
would be manageable.  Teach 2 and 3 and Direct Freshman Writing.  In my
first two years, I published three articles, revised the freshman writing
program (as part of a curriculum review the Department was in the midst of
when I was hired), wrote a grant and brought in a workshop speaker,
conducted workshops for faculty, and helped the Writing Center Director
revise and conduct a WAC seminar that hadn't been taught in seven years.  At
the end of fall in my second year, I received notice of non-retention.  I
was stunned.  To make a much-too-long-and-involved-story manageable, our
AAUP rep on campus did his own investigation and discovered that the English
Department (who had never hired a comp/rhet person to Direct freshman
writing before) didn't think my research scholarly enough.  Also, because of
my composition training and my zeal to keep my teaching up-to-date and
alive, I didn't fit in.  I made students write when I taught literature.  I
used portfolios in my comp courses.  I trained faculty across campus in how
to set up and use peer review when they had their students write. But at
this campus, "collaboration" was frowned on.  I was let go because I wasn't
like the rest of them.  The AAUP person told me that in another 10 years the
school might be ready for someone like me.
 
        So it seems to me that two things need to happen if we want to
encourage reflective practice and scholarship.  First, we need to publicize
the WPA "Portland Resolution" and make sure that English Departments are not
allowed to maintain this age-old bias against composition scholarship (or
the publication of textbooks, etc.).  And second, we need to regulate the
workload of comp/rhet people and stop exploiting them.  Their administrative
work needs to be valued more than it is.  And if they are asked to do
administrative work as untenured professors, they should be provided the
time and resources to conduct their own research as well.
 
        Hope this hasn't taken the discussion too far afield, but in any
event, I think it needed to be said.
 
                        Janine Reed
                        Unemployed in Blacklick, OH
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 19:29:37 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Julia K Ferganchick-neufang <julia@U.ARIZONA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <9605091620.AA45602@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
 
Regarding collaborative dissertations: While my diss was "single
authored" I wrote about a study that I conducted with two other
researchers, and both of their voices we're represented in the work.
So, in a way, it was collaborative.
 
Julia Ferganchick-Neufang
University of Arizona
520/621-3553
julia@aruba.ccit.arizona.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 21:08:43 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
In-Reply-To:  <199605102145.RAA07172@darius.cris.com> from "J. Reed and W.
              Wheeler" at May 10, 96 05:45:18 pm
 
Janine, thanks for your posting.  I found it heartbraking and
guilt-inducing and I really wish that the world were better than it is.
                                        --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 10 May 1996 21:22:20 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Please help in D.C.
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.89.9604201029.A538990825-0100000@cu4700.cua.edu> from
              "Rosemary Winslow" at Apr 20, 96 10:32:35 am
 
Rosemary, I will be attending a conference in Washington in the middle of
June, on my own money, and I'm hoping to find some place to stay near
Dupont Circle that won't be too horribly expensive.  Could I impose on
you to look in your phone book and pick out a few hotels that look possible
and
let me have their phone numbers? I just called the Embassy Suites and
they're over $150 a day.  I do need to be in walking distance of the
Hilton, which is just outa sight, even at conference rates. Thanks for
the help.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 03:53:58 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Please help in D.C.
X-To:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <199605110422.VAA13483@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
On Fri, 10 May 1996, Edward White wrote:
 
...I will be attending a conference in Washington in the middle of June,
on my own money, and I'm hoping to find some place to stay near Dupont
Circle that won't be too horribly expensive.  Could I impose on you to
look in your phone book and pick out a few hotels that look possible and
let me have their phone numbers? I just called the Embassy Suites and
they're over $150 a day.  I do need to be in walking distance of the
Hilton, which is just outa sight, even at conference rates....
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ed,
        Forgive me for intruding, but your message was 'to the list' and I am
already up redesigning a final exam for a Saturday morning class.
 
        You've already discovered that because there are four conventions
in Washington during June (including the national AAUP) and it is also the
beginning of tourist season, hotel rooms rates have been jacked up.
Anything within walking distance of the Connecticut Avenue Hilton will
cost as much as the Hilton.  However, a few that you might want to recheck
would be:
                Carlyle Suites Hotel
                1731 New Hampshire Avenue
                (202) 234-3200
 
                DuPont Circle Plaza
                1500 New Hampshire Avenue
                (202) 483-6000
 
                Stouffer Reneissance Mayflower
                1127 Connecticut Avenue
                (202) 347-3000
 
        May I suggest another strategy.  The Metro Red Line (subway) stops
at DuPont Circle, so sleep in the nearby Maryland suburbs but near a Metro
Red Line stop.  Some of the listed accommodations even feature shuttle
service to the Metro.  Let me start from the closest in and go to the
furthest out.
 
        Chevy Chase/Friendship Heights Metro Station (20 minute ride)
 
                Embassy Suites of Chevy Chase (1 block inside DC)
                4300 Military Road
                (202) 362-9300
 
                Holiday Inn of Chevy Chase (1 block outside DC)
                5520 Wisconsin Avenue
                (301) 656-1500
 
        Bethesda Metro Station  (25 minute ride)
 
                American Inn of Bethesda
                8130 Wisconsin Avenue
                (301) 656-9300
 
                Holiday Inn of Bethesda
                8120 Wisconsin Avenue
                (301) 652-2000
 
                Hyatt Regency of Bethesda
                One Bethesda Metro Center
                (301) 657-1234
 
                Manor Inn of Bethesda
                7740 Wisconsin Avenue
                (301) 656-2100
 
                Ramada Inn of Bethesda
                8400 Wisconsin Avenue
                (301) 654-1000
 
                Residence Inn of Bethesda
                7335 Wisconsin Avenue
                (301) 718-0200
 
        National Institutes of Health/Bethesda Naval Medical Center Metro
        (30 minute ride)
 
                (Montgomery Mall) Marriott Suites (shuttle service to station)
                6711 Democracy Boulevard
                (301) 897-5600
 
        Grosvenor Metro Station (33 minute ride)
 
                Bethesda ('Pooks Hill') Marriott (shuttle service to station)
                5151 Pooks Hill Road
                (301) 897-9400
 
        Of course the further out you go, the more reasonable the rates
become.  If you wouldn't mind riding more than 30 minutes, I can continue
the list.  By the way, everything listed is located in a nice area with
shops and restaurants on premises or nearby, so you will feel safe walking
or riding.  By the way, if you're going to the AAHE, say howdy to Pat
Hutching for me.
_____________________________________________________________________________
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 06:02:42 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Rita Malenczyk <MALENCZYKR@ECSUC.CTSTATEU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Janine,
I think it needed to be said too.  Fortunately, I'm in an English
Department that understands the issues, and my dept. chair is on the
Executive Board of our AAUP.  But we're embroiled in a big fight right now
with the higher administration, which wants to write my job description
because THEY don't understand what a composition professional does.  The
issue will probably go to grievance next week, and we'll almost certainly
win because, contractually, writing a professor's job description is the
prerogative of the department (here, basically, that means that I get to do
it).  However, it's been a big, long, draining fight.
 
 
Rita Malenczyk
Writing Program Director
English Department
Eastern Connecticut State University
Willimantic, CT 06226
MALENCZYKR@ECSUC.CTSTATEU.EDU
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 09:31:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Ed White wrote:
 
>With so much still unknown and
>controversial about comp, students have a right to teachers who are
>thinking for themselves about how, why, and what we do.  And such
>thinking should be published from time to time.
 
I can't argue with that.  What should disturb us is a pattern where there is
much publication and things are actually applied from time to time.
Intellectual vitality and wide discussion applied to the development of local
programs should be ideal, then, right? (Say, haven't I just described
something that seems to define this list's function?  Should there be credit
for _this_?)
 
Keith Rhodes, Coordinator of Composition
English Department, Perrin Hall, Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO  64468            816-562-1860
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu     http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"It's got to be the going, not the getting there, that's good"
                                - Harry Chapin, "Greyhound"
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 13:15:55 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Judy Ann Pearce <jpearce@UMD5.UMD.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National Association of Scholars
In-Reply-To:  <960511093122.20800660@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
 
I do't know how many of you receive information from/about the National
Association of Scholars; we have a faculty member who ensures that all of
us are privy to NAS material.  The latest communique is entitled "The
Dissolution of General Education:  1914--1993:  Executive Summary" from
which I draw the following excerpts:
 
"The percentage of institutions with composition requirements
administered by English departments slipped from 98 percent in 1914, to
86 pecent in 1964, and to 36 percent in 1993.  By contrast, "intensive
writing courses" taught in a wide variety of departments, unknown in 1914
and 1939, had replaced traditional composition courses at 50 percent of
the institutions by 1993."
 
"SECOND TIER COMPOSITION COURSES:  Except for foreign students, special
composition courses set aside for less-prepared students did not exist in
1914.  In 1939 one sschool had such a course (titled "Sub-Freshman
English"), and in 1964 three (6 percent) did. By 1993, however, such
English courses were in place at thirty-five (70 percent) of these
"elite" schools.  Moreover, while none of thse courses were offered for
credit in 1964, in 1993, 89 percent were.  (The word "remedial" was, of
course, almost never used in catalogue descriptions of these courses.)
 
The sample was 50 schools listed as topranked by US News and World
Report.  The
conclusions that the NAS draws from this and similar data in other
disciplines is that "The prevalent unwillingness to set priorities within
general education programs, together with the growing disinclination to
insist on rigorous standards for completing them, suggest that
undergraduate general education has become substntially devalued as an
institutional objective...."
 
Since this list devotes much of its energies to discussing very serious
issues of rigor, standards, and general education, I, of course, think
that the NAS is misguided; by defining education by the standards of
1914, they automatically assume that change in and of itself is wrong.
Fortunately for our campus, the faculty member who is the NAS
distribution point is essentially discredited and most of these missives
are relegated to file 13.  However, the NAS appears to be relatively
well-funded, including financing from rather politically conservative
sources.  they appear to have little interest in serious dialogue with
those who espouse different perspectives, but because of their links to
conservative groups, they have avenues for disseminating their views.  I
find it quite frustrating that they can distribute a document such as the
one I received and I have virtually no recourse to question the validity
of the methodology of their "study."
 
So, since I can't respond to the NAS, I'll return to my golden
opportunity to lower standards
within the academy--grading end of the semester student writing!!
 
Judy Pearce
Coordinator of Composition
Department of English Composition
        and Literature
Montgomery College
Rockville, MD  20850
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 13:23:48 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Rosemary Winslow <WINSLOW@CUA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Please help in D.C.
 
Ed, To continue--
 
If you prefer to be closer to the conference, I recommend the Tabard Inn
at 1739 N stret, a block from Dupont Circle.  I called for room rates:
$59 - $99 for a single with shared bath, and $99 -$140 for a single with
private bath.  They have lots of rooms available mid- June, they say.
It's a ten block walk to the Hilton.  it's a very old inn, great food and
atmosphere.  I've eaten there several times--the seafood and bread are
especially terrific.  I know Jan swearingen has stayed there every time
she's in D.C. for the past 40 years, so it must have something to
recommend it besides the food.  The phone number is 202-785-1277.
 
By the way, I've worked out a satisfactory compromise with the Dean )very
funny, your "Dean Statistica"--I got a good laugh out of that one, so did
John and some colleagues).  I also got a grad assistant for next year and
a raise.  You were right of course, my job description is impossible to
do.  I was conveying what I was supposed to do, and tried to do.  Since I
became WPA here, I appointed a TA to coordinate the wriitng center, and
another to train TAs to use computer networked instruction, which I
wanted begun and had no time to do.  The new one is to help mostly with
the second program--the newly expanded one for underprepared incoming
freshmen, and I hope, if there's time, some other things.  If it weren't
for the energy and talent of the TAs it would all be quite impossible.
Still, I have to oversee all this, and do many things with these programs
TAs can't do because of their status.  And I do work all the time, it
seems.
I've also begun a campaign with the dean--the department chair and
most--maybe even al, of my faculty--agrees already--to count all this
program development I've done as research toward promotion.  If I didn't
love waht I'm doing, it would be awful, but the WPA job has plenty of
room for creativity, and working with the graduate students is immensely
stimulating and rewarding.  They have a wonderful cooperative
spirit--they call themselves a community, and they work together, team
teach, help each other out, and love teaching.  they seem to get their
excitement from each other.  Much of this atmosphere, they tell me, comes
from the theory and pedagogy of writng course they take with me in the
first semester here, and develops from there, enhanced by staff
meetings.  So, my job's not impossible, because they do so much of the
work.  Despite the terrible pay, of course.
 
Let me know about your trip plans.  I don't know of any place as
inexpensive or interesting as the Tabard Inn, but if the two options I
suggested don't work out for you, let me know and I'll inquire further.
maybe friends or relatives know of other places.
 
Rosemary
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 11:31:50 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: National Association of Scholars
X-To:         Judy Ann Pearce <jpearce@UMD5.UMD.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: National Association of Scholars, From: Judy Ann Pearce <jp
 
Let's not forget that when Harvard instituted the first composition course in
late 19th c., it was essentially a remedial move:  the big test had shown that
the new sort of incoming freshmen didn't sound, write,and perhaps think like
the "we" of that period did, or claimed the more elite freshmen of an earlier
time used to.
 
At 4Cs in Milw, at the SIG meeting for Social Justice Writing, we were
honored with the presence of an NAS reporter, a young man who happened to be
the first in the circle to introduce himself.  He was there, he said, to see
what differences there were between CCCC and MLA!  He'd been to MLA, too.  We
guessed the words social and justice caught his interest.  He left before the
meeting was over, and we saw him putting away a tape recorder which he swore
hadn't been turned on.
 
Alice Roy
Cal State LA
aroy@calstatela.edu
 
 
 
 >I do't know how many of you receive information
from/about the National >Association of Scholars; we have a faculty member
who ensures that all of >us are privy to NAS material.  The latest
communique is entitled "The >Dissolution of General Education:
1914--1993:  Executive Summary" from >which I draw the following excerpts: >
>"The percentage of institutions with composition requirements
>administered by English departments slipped from 98 percent in 1914, to
>86 pecent in 1964, and to 36 percent in 1993.  By contrast, "intensive
>writing courses" taught in a wide variety of departments, unknown in 1914
>and 1939, had replaced traditional composition courses at 50 percent of
>the institutions by 1993."
>
>"SECOND TIER COMPOSITION COURSES:  Except for foreign students, special
>composition courses set aside for less-prepared students did not exist in
>1914.  In 1939 one sschool had such a course (titled "Sub-Freshman
>English"), and in 1964 three (6 percent) did. By 1993, however, such
>English courses were in place at thirty-five (70 percent) of these
>"elite" schools.  Moreover, while none of thse courses were offered for
>credit in 1964, in 1993, 89 percent were.  (The word "remedial" was, of
>course, almost never used in catalogue descriptions of these courses.)
>
>The sample was 50 schools listed as topranked by US News and World
>Report.  The
>conclusions that the NAS draws from this and similar data in other
>disciplines is that "The prevalent unwillingness to set priorities within
>general education programs, together with the growing disinclination to
>insist on rigorous standards for completing them, suggest that
>undergraduate general education has become substntially devalued as an
>institutional objective...."
>
>Since this list devotes much of its energies to discussing very serious
>issues of rigor, standards, and general education, I, of course, think
>that the NAS is misguided; by defining education by the standards of
>1914, they automatically assume that change in and of itself is wrong.
>Fortunately for our campus, the faculty member who is the NAS
>distribution point is essentially discredited and most of these missives
>are relegated to file 13.  However, the NAS appears to be relatively
>well-funded, including financing from rather politically conservative
>sources.  they appear to have little interest in serious dialogue with
>those who espouse different perspectives, but because of their links to
>conservative groups, they have avenues for disseminating their views.  I
>find it quite frustrating that they can distribute a document such as the
>one I received and I have virtually no recourse to question the validity
>of the methodology of their "study."
>
>So, since I can't respond to the NAS, I'll return to my golden
>opportunity to lower standards
>within the academy--grading end of the semester student writing!!
>
>Judy Pearce
>Coordinator of Composition
>Department of English Composition
>        and Literature
>Montgomery College
>Rockville, MD  20850
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 16:46:50 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      teaching/scholarship
 
There CAN be a connection between teaching and scholarship, but the connection
is not necessaary. And, one can be engaged in scholarship without being a
publishing scholar--a notion that seems to have disappeared. Some of my most
effective colleagues at different universities (good teachers whose graduate
students moved through the progam apace, got jobs, and tenure) were people who
were absolutely current in the field. They read everything. They were
"learned." They just did not choose to write.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 11 May 1996 18:26:17 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Please help in D.C.
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960511021704.23137A-100000@DGS> from "Chet" at May
              11, 96 03:53:58 am
 
Apologies to the list for sending a private message to eveyone and great
thanks to Chet for sending me terrific info in response.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 12 May 1996 08:02:41 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         HELM <HELM@DT3.DT.UH.EDU>
Subject:      Subscription to this list?
 
May I subscribe to this list?
 
Helm@dt3.dt.uh.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 12 May 1996 10:51:32 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Robert D. Royar" <r.royar@MOREHEAD-ST.EDU>
Organization: MSU Writing Conference Coordinator Morehead KY
Subject:      Writing Conference Announcement (July 25-26 1996)
 
         _________________________________________________________
        |                                                         |
        |   Fourth Annual Morehead Writing Conference/Workshop    |
        |                                                         |
        |          Weaving Writing into the Curriculum:           |
        |     Supporting Quality Instruction and Assessment       |
        |                                                         |
        |                   July 25-26, 1996                      |
        |_________________________________________________________|
 
 
  Sponsored by the Kentucky Writing Program in association with the Kentucky
           Department of Education and Morehead State University
 
 
 The fourth annual Morehead Writing Conference is a place to share
 strategies for improving learning in all curriculum areas through the use
 of writing activities. This year we will also explore the application of
 classroom-based and naturalistic research to the K-12 environment. We will
 focus on ways in which teachers can use their classroom experience to
 further their understanding of pedagogy.  The conference, designed by
 teachers for teachers, promises to deliver materials and ideas for all
 grade levels, primary through college.
 
 Highlights of the conference will include hands-on workshops and special
 events emphasizing creative uses of technology to foster writing in many
 subject areas.
 
Featured Speakers
=================
 
Hephzibah Roskelly
------------------
 (Ph.D. from U of L with a specialization in rhetoric and composition)
 currently directs composition, teaches courses in rhetorical theory,
 composition research, the teaching of writing and American lit at the
 University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  She is the Chief Reader of the
 AP Language and Composition test, conducting AP workshops during the year
 across the country as well as directing the week long exam reading.  She
 serves on the Executive Council (English Education strand) of NCTE, as well
 as on the editorial board of the *Journal of Teaching of Writing*.  This
 summer she is teaching in the New Hampshire Writing Project a course in
 South American and Carribean literature.  She has published on pedagogy and
 writing theory, on social construction theory and group work, on gender,
 class and reading theory as it affects classroom dynamics.  She continues to
 be interested in connections between creative writing and composition and is
 now completing an essay on the problems with academic writing for the
 creative writer.  She is also finishing a long short story--a female buddy
 story--that ends a little less dramatically than Thelma and Louise.
 
Wayne Butler
------------
 Associate Director of Instruction at the University of Michigan's English
 Composition Board where he co-directs the Peer Tutoring Program and teaches
 writing courses.  He has presented numerous papers and led workshops on
 issues of collaborative learning, computers and writing, and on-line
 university/high school collaborations at the National Council of Teachers of
 English, The Conference on College Composition and Communication, and the
 Computers and Writing Conference.  A former high school English teacher,
 Butler has worked with a number of high schools on the integration of
 networked computer technology into the literacy curriculum.  His
 publications have appeared in *Focuses*, *The Clearinghouse*, *The Writing
 Teacher's Sourcebook*, *A Handbook for Literacy Educators: Research on
 Teaching the Communicative and Visual Arts*, *Electronic Networks: Crossing
 Boundaries/Creating Communities*, and *The Online Writing Classroom*.
 
George Eklund
-------------
 (M.F.A. from University of Iowa) has taught creative writing at Morehead
 State University since 1989.  He regularly conducts writing workshops for
 teachers and students at every level from primary to graduate school.  His
 poems have appeared in numerous journals across the United States, including
 *Poetry Northwest*, *New York Quarterly*, *Poet & Critic*, *The Midwest
 Quarterly*, *Sycamore Review*, *Negative Capability*, *Zone 3*, *Cincinnati
 Poetry Review*, *Louisville Review*, and *Wind Magazine*.  In 1994, White
 Fields Press published his chapbook, *The Sorrow of the King*.  A 1992
 recipient of the Al Smith Poetry Fellowship, Eklund's poems will be featured
 in a forthcoming anthology for high school readers entitled, *I Feel Jumpy
 Around You*, due out in fall 1996 from Simon and Schuster.
 
Workshop Topics
===============
 
 Workshops and presentations on the following topics are scheduled:
 
        1. strategies for successful classroom-based inquiry
        2. tapping student creativity to develop personal, life-long
           learning strategies
        3. grant projects for P-16 teachers
        4. developing in-service training to facilitate continued
           learning
        5. local funding sources in classroom projects
        6. integrating writing into all P-16 curriculum areas
        7. distance learning links between K-12 and universities
        8. using computer networks to integrate writing into the
           curriculum
        9. poetry workshops conducted by a published poet
 
Schedule
========
 Thursday, July 25, 1996
   8:00-11:00  Registration Third floor Lobby Adron Doran University Center.
   9:00-11:00  Concurrent Session. One session conducted in networked,
               computer classroom.
  11:15-12:15  Keynote address by Wayne Butler.
  12:15- 1:30  Lunch (on your own).
   1:30- 3:30  Concurrent Session including KTLN (distance-learning)
               technology and workshop with poet George Eklund.
   4:00- 5:00  General session with poet George Eklund.
   7:00- 9:00  Workshop: Topics to be announced.
 
 Friday, July 26, 1996
   8:00-11:00  Registration
   9:00-11:00  Concurrent Session.
  11:15- 1:00  Keynote address by Hephzibah Roskelly.
   1:15- 2:30  Luncheon with readings by Hephzibah Roskelly
               (pre-registered participants).
 
                                o /
------------------------- cut ---X--- here ------------------------------------
                                O \
 
 Name         ____________________________________________________________
 
 Home Address ____________________________________________________________
 
              ____________________________________________________________
 
              ____________________________________________________________
 
 Home Phone   ____.____.______
 
 School       ____________________________________________________________
 
 Address      ____________________________________________________________
 
              ____________________________________________________________
 
              ____________________________________________________________
 
 Phone        ____.____.______
 
 District     ____________________________________________________________
 
  _
 |_| I plan to attend the luncheon.
  _
 |_| I DO NOT plan to attend the luncheon.
 
 Conference pre-registration fee of $30.00 includes luncheon with speaker
 Hephzibah Roskelly . Make check payable to and mail with pre-registration
 form (by July 15) to
 
    Morehead Writing Project Conference
    c/o Dr. Robert Royar
    UPO 635
    Morehead State University
    Morehead, KY 40351
 or email to
    r.royar@morehead-st.edu
 
 Participants will be registered on a first-come, first-served basis.
 On-Site registration MAY be available for a fee of $35.00.
 
 Conference Director
 -------------------
 Robert Royar, Department of English
 r.royar@morehead-st.edu
 
 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                   Writing & Writing Center Coordinator
        "Let them eat Catch-Up"           -- Bob "OKForMeToBeOnThe" Dole
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 12 May 1996 10:55:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Robert D. Royar" <r.royar@MOREHEAD-ST.EDU>
Organization: ACE Newsletter editor and publisher
Subject:      NCTE: Assembly on Computers in English (ACE) Newsletter CFP
X-To:         Kentucky ACW -- Andy Harnack <engharnack@acs.eku.edu>,
              Ann Lewald <ajl7647@tntech.edu>,
              Betty Shiffman <bshiffman@MIDWAY.DANS.COM>,
              Dennis Hall <DRHALL01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu>,
              Elias <engelias@acs.eku.edu>,
              Elizabeth Dick <edick@plaza3.kde.state.ky.us>,
              Frances Helphinstine <f.helphi@msuacad.morehead-st.edu>,
              Janet Whiteaker <jfw4819@tntech.edu>,
              Jennifer Jordan-Henley <jordan_jj@A1.RSCC.CC.TN.US>,
              Jill Leroy-Frazier <jfrazier@msuacad.morehead-st.edu>,
              John Hagaman <hagamja@WKUVX1.WKU.EDU>,
              John Reiss <reissjh@WKUVX1.WKU.EDU>,
              John S Watkins <jswatk01@homer.louisville.edu>,
              Martin Rosenberg <engrosen@eku.acs.eku.edu>,
              Michael Jackman <m0jack01@homer.louisville.edu>,
              Nancy Peterson <n.peters@msuacad.morehead-st.edu>,
              Nathan Nevels <Nathan230@aol.com>,
              "P. Michael Campbell" <mcampbel@gtc.georgetown.ky.us>,
              Pam Childers <pfarrellch@aol.com>,
              Pamela D Takayoshi <pdtaka01@homer.louisville.edu>,
              Robert Royar <r.royar@msuacad.morehead-st.edu>,
              Sharleen Johnson Birkimer <SJBIRK01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu>,
              Sherry Godsey <GODSEYS01@TEN-NASH.TEN.K12.TN.US>,
              Stacy Clanton <smclanton@saumag.edu>,
              Tami Thomas <tthomas@wscc2.wscc.cc.tn.us>,
              Ted Brown <tedbrown@msumusik.mursuky.edu>,
              NCTE Talk <ncte-talk@itc.org>,
              Composition Digest <compos01@ulkyvx.louisville.edu>,
              Assembly for Computers and English <ace-L@vm.cc.purdue.edu>,
              Alliance for Computers and Writing <acw-l@ttacs6.ttu.edu>
 
                          The ACE Newsletter
                  Censorship on the Internet (K-Grad)
 
The Newsletter of the NCTE Assembly on Computers in English seeks articles
for a themed issue of the Newsletter focusing on Censorship on the Internet.
The deadline for submission is June 30, 1996.  We are seeking articles
(500-1000 words) that
    o  describe ways that computers have led to censorship questions in your
       schools,
    o  present ideas for plans to deal with censorship issues,
    o  describe computer-mediated instruction that is based on the
       exploration of censorship,
    o  review software that aids teachers to monotor or control student
       access to "off-limits" materials,
    o  tell stories (or cautionary tales) of computer censorship problems
       in your experience,
    o  explore the pedagogical and philosophical issues surrounding
       censorship of the internet,
    o  argue for or against censorship of student access to internet
       materials,
    o  present an overview of the Communications Decency Act (CDA) and the
       repercussions of its enactment on education,
    o  outline the current court debate surrounding the CDA.
 
Submissions or queries should be sent directly to the Editor/Publisher
(Robert Royar) at
    r.royar@morehead-st.edu
or submitted in DOS-Text format on a 3-1/2" DOS or MAC disk to
    Dr. Robert Royar
    MSU UPO 635
    Morehead, KY 40351-1689
 
All published articles are covered by the NCTE Affiliate Information
Exchange Agreement and will appear both in the ACE Newsletter (an
offset-print publication) and on the ACE-L web page (yet to be constructed).
 
In a Nutshell
=============
Publication:  The ACE Newsletter
Focus:        Censorship on the Internet (K-Grad)
Deadline:     June 30, 1996
Length:       500-1000 words
Format:       email or DOS-Text
Contact:      Editor, Robert Royar r.royar@morehead-st.edu
 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!   NOTE:           REPLY TO Robert, NOT TO THE LIST   !!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
 
 
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Dr. Robert D. Royar      Morehead State University      r.royar@morehead-st.edu
                   Writing & Writing Center Coordinator
        "Let them eat Catch-Up"           -- Bob "OKForMeToBeOnThe" Dole
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 12 May 1996 17:44:23 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Dear Rita,
 
        Thanks for your response.  I understand your struggle, even with the
support of your department.  I'm glad it is finally turning out as you hoped
it would.
                                Janine
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 12 May 1996 20:44:01 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         CHRISTOPHE C BURNHAM <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A QUERY
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96050715570528@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
Dave,
 
A stupid request.  Could you send WPA-L sign on information to
kfury@nmsu.edu?  I've lost my directions for enrolling.
 
Thanks,
 
Chris Burnham
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 08:53:45 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Diana George <dgeorge@MTU.EDU>
Subject:      Promotion and Tenure Guidelines
 
I want to thank all of you who responded to my request for P&T Guidelines.
I'm about to begin sabbatical leave, so I'll be signing off the list in a
day or two. The original request was actually one that Cindy Selfe asked me
to make for her, so if any of you have guidelines that you are willing to
share, you could mail them to Cindy Selfe, Department of Humanities, MTU,
1400 Townsend Dr., Houghton, MI 49931. Or, you can send Cindy e-mail
(cyselfe@mtu.edu).
 
Again, thanks.
                        Diana
 
  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
                "Happy trails to you . . ."
                                R. Rogers and D. Evans
 
     Diana George                                906-487-3233
     Department of Humanities                    FAX 906-487-3559
     Michigan Technological University           dgeorge@mtu.edu
     1400 Townsend Drive
     Houghton, MI 49931
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 10:32:51 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: A QUERY
X-To:         CHRISTOPHE C BURNHAM <cburnham@NMSU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A32.3.91.960512204212.46680A-100000@paris>
 
Chris or anyone: How do we sign off temporarily.  I am going away for a
while and need to clear the decks, then sign back on when I return.
Thanks for help.  Linda Ziff linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
 
On Sun, 12 May 1996, CHRISTOPHE C BURNHAM wrote:
 
> Dave,
>
> A stupid request.  Could you send WPA-L sign on information to
> kfury@nmsu.edu?  I've lost my directions for enrolling.
>
> Thanks,
>
> Chris Burnham
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 09:57:16 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Setting NOMAIL
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/13/96 07:34
 
As we get to the end of the semester and scatter hither and yon for the
summer, I sense that it is time to revive the instruction for setting NOMAIL
for those of you who are strong enough to break your email ties for the
summer. So, send the following message to LISTSERV@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
 
    SET WPA-L NOMAIL
 
That will shut off the flow of messages without unsubscribing. When you feel
the need for electronic professional connection overwhelming your need for a
vacation, send the following message:
 
    SET WPA-L MAIL
 
and the flow of messages will start again. Wherever you go and whatever you do
this summer, enjoy and return safely.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 13:45:00 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kim van Alkemade <kivana@ARK.SHIP.EDU>
Subject:      Re: software setup for classrooms
In-Reply-To:  <v02110107adb904427e17@[199.1.172.143]>
 
Fred, I never advocated ignoring theincreased pressure/opportinuty for
computerization in the production, dissemination, and communication of
texts and other language arts.  I admit to recently ordering $60,000
worth of computers and software for our composition program's
computerized classroom, and in fact, my specialization in
computer-supported composition instruction is what got my foot in the
door for my present tenure line job.  I was responding in particular to
the quesry about purchasing communication software such as Daedalus for
real-time conferencing.  I still believe the scholarhsip in this area is
not consistent enough to warrent spending a few thousands more on such
software, but that's just me!
 
 
Kim van Alkemade
Director of Composition
Shippensburg University
Shippensburg, PA 17257
kivana@ark.ship.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 11:29:51 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: software setup for classrooms
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/13/96 10:43
 
I have long agreed with Fred's position that the justification for using
computers no longer depends on studies of whether or not they improve
instruction. This is the way writing is done nowadays. However, the cost of
keeping up with the times is a killer. The computer industry is less and less
interested in supplying freebies to educational institutions. And software
developments are putting enormous demands on us to replace expensive hardware
that is just fine except that it will not run the latest software--usually one
out of several, ie. just fine for microsoft office but too slow for netscape
2.0. Our budgets are not keeping up with the cost of keeping up, and that's
just the cost of the hardwa re. There's no way to stop this escalation (big
cost for minimum gain), but it's starting to raise the effectiveness question
again. Is this the best way to spend shrinking budgets?
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 12:41:43 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kris Hansen <HANSENK@JKHBHRC.BYU.EDU>
Organization: Brigham Young University
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Janine,
 
Christine Hult has written an excellent essay on administration as a
form of scholarship.  It is in _Resituating Writing: Constructing and
Administering Writing Programs_, ed. Joe Janangelo and Kristine
Hansen, Boynton/Cook, 1995.  Christine's article makes exactly the
point someone needed to make for you in both your previous jobs.  I'm
sorry that you had those horrible experiences, and I hope the
profession is finally getting wise.
 
 
 
 
Kristine Hansen
English Department
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602
(801) 378-4775
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 12:44:12 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kris Hansen <HANSENK@JKHBHRC.BYU.EDU>
Organization: Brigham Young University
Subject:      Re: National Association of Scholars
 
Judy, thanks for bringing the NAS "research" on writing courses to
our attention.  We have to get as well organized as the conservatives
are to fight this kind of misinformation.  What are the liberal grass
roots equivalents of the right wing coalitions that are controlling
the agendas of political parties, school boards, state legislatures,
etc.?
 
Kristine Hansen
English Department
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602
(801) 378-4775
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 13:47:50 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Eric Crump <wleric@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: software setup for classrooms
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96051311295319@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
David,
 
Good point, but there are some mighty good alternatives to the latest
commercial software. I say get Daedalus (or StorySpace, or Commonspace, or
Aspects, or Connect) if you can afford it and it fits your purpose, but there
are rich stores of free and shareware out there which can serve a writing
program well.
 
Anthony Rue says the university of florida spent virtually no money on
commercial software when building its networked writing project (funded
big time by IBM). The used what was handy or freely available: email, the
web, a MOO.
 
We do the same for most of our networked writing classes. The commercial
stuff adds great features, but the generic-ness of network stuff has its
value too--may put some emphasis on the function of the tool rather than
on its features, and it helps us be a bit more nimble.
 
 
--Eric Crump
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 15:33:22 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Deirdre Catherine Kravitz <dk103988@OAK.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      PhD Stipend/Extended Deadline
 
NEW DOCTORAL T.A. STIPEND IN RHETORIC/COMPOSITION available in the
English Dept. at Ohio University in Athens.  Position begins Sept. 1;
$9400 + tuition-waiver; 1/1/1 teaching load; 4 yrs. of support expected.
Submit letter of application, 2 letters of recommendation, a writing
sample, photocopied transcripts and GRE (general test) by June 7
(extended deadline) to Susan Crowl, Graduate Director, Dept. of English,
Ellis 385, Ohio University, Athens, OH 45701.  A unique strength of the
graduate program at OU is its emphasis on integration among its three
specialized tracks in Literature, Creative Writing, and
Rhetoric/Composition.  This position is for a concentration in
rhetoric/composition with an emphasis on pedagogy.  For further
information, email Mara Holt, Director of Composition, at
holt@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu or call her at 614-593-2836.
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 19:26:41 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Rosemary Winslow <WINSLOW@CUA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: apologies
 
My apologies to all for sending a private message--or a piece
of a longer one--to the list.  Thanks to Anne for alerting me that it
happened.
Rosemary Winslow
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 19:59:14 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: software setup for classrooms
 
The solution for some of the computer issues is to put in access ports for a
network and have each person bring his or her own.  We will still need some
old labs with the upkeep costs in hardware and software, but for the most
part we can put together a lab with ports and outlets to which students can
connect their laptops.  As laptops become more powerful and less expensive,
this will be the way to go.
 
Cheers,
Steven D. Jamar
Assoc. Prof. & Dir. LRW Program
Howard University School of Law
sjamar@law.howard.edu or sjamar@aol.com
 
"Expediency may tip the scales when arguments are nicely balanced."  Justice
Cardozo, Woolford Realty Co. v. Rose, 286 U.S. 319, 330 (1932)
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 19:41:18 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      composition and esl
 
I'm interested to know how composition and esl/tesol interests play out
programmatically at institutions around the country.  For instance, ESL
students can be entirely separately "tracked" for composition courses, or
they may be taught separately in pre-bac courses but "mainstreamed" in f-y
writing courses, just to name a couple of possibilities.
 
(1)  I'd like to know if people have one of these models on their campus, or
another sort of configuration.
 
(2)  Also at issue is how students are identified for ESL composition courses
and whether they are required or advised to take such courses.
 
(3)  And curriculum:  if ESL and native-speaker composition are separate, how
do the two differ?  To what extent are they similar?
 
(4) Administration/location: are the ESL courses under the supervision of the
wpa or directed, staffed, and administered separately, and if so, by whom.
 
(5)  And finally, how satisfied are you with the arrangement on your campus?
What problems do you experience/observe/hear about?  What benefits?
 
If folks would have the time to respond to these questions, I'd very much
appreciate it.  Shorthand and phrases OK, whatever's convenient for you, just
so I can get the gist of it.
 
Thanks,
 
Alice Roy
Cal State LA
aroy@calstatela.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 13 May 1996 20:29:13 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      composition and esl
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/13/96 19:41
 
OK, WPA-L archivists. I think we gathered the info on ESL-FY Comp
relationships before. Who knows where it is in the archives? I don't.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 09:37:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Setting NOMAIL
X-To:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES%ASUACAD.BITNET@VTBIT.CC.VT.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96051309571796@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
Dear David E. Schwalm: Thanks.  This time I have put the intructions up
on the wall next to computer.  Have a good summer yourself.  Linda
Ziff, Director Practical Composition Program, Johns Hopkins Univ.
linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
 
On Mon, 13 May 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> As we get to the end of the semester and scatter hither and yon for the
> summer, I sense that it is time to revive the instruction for setting NOMAIL
> for those of you who are strong enough to break your email ties for the
> summer. So, send the following message to LISTSERV@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU
>
>     SET WPA-L NOMAIL
>
> That will shut off the flow of messages without unsubscribing. When you feel
> the need for electronic professional connection overwhelming your need for a
> vacation, send the following message:
>
>     SET WPA-L MAIL
>
> and the flow of messages will start again. Wherever you go and whatever you do
> this summer, enjoy and return safely.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 10:34:06 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: composition and esl
X-To:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <199605140245.TAA20247@pluto.calstatela.edu>
 
Alice Roy:  Thanks for query.  I'd be curious as well to know what others
do, but I suspect the ESL presence is highly idiosyncratic with the
institution.  But point by point: 1) We have a well developed ESL program
for graduates but not for undergraduates.  2) ESL students are not
identified as such, but of course a small percentage pops up each term.
3) Thus, from answers to your first two questions it's clear that
composition classes are designed for native speakers.  We keep them
together not so much because there are so few, although this is a factor,
but because if you can accommodate them in regular classes they progress
rathere more quickly than they would in a separate class, especially if
their level of english on entry is strong.  But it has to be strong
enough to benefit from this kind of exposure without frightening them or
confusing them, and so far this has been the case.  4) ESL for graduates
is taught by a specialist. 5)Problems?  We are not entirely happy.
Still, I am a strong believer in main-streaming as soon as possible, and
when you don't have a place set up deliberately, as for example we have
for a writing center, you improvise.  Would I separate ESL for
composition if I could?  probably not, but I might in the best of worlds
like an extra ESL arm in the writing center, sdo that ESL students,
having attended a regular composition class, listened to native speakers
discussing the topic, and been given a writing assignment, could then
work out a first draft on their own, and get help at this point from
someone knowledgeable at the writing center.  Benefits?  Mainstreaming
works, if you have a sypmathetic instructor.
I realize this has been more wishlist than information, but look forward
to others'response.  Linda Ziff, Dir Practical Composition, Johns Hopkins
University, Baltimore, MD. linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
 
On Mon, 13 May 1996, alice roy 02-11-93 wrote:
 
> I'm interested to know how composition and esl/tesol interests play out
> programmatically at institutions around the country.  For instance, ESL
> students can be entirely separately "tracked" for composition courses, or
> they may be taught separately in pre-bac courses but "mainstreamed" in f-y
> writing courses, just to name a couple of possibilities.
>
> (1)  I'd like to know if people have one of these models on their campus, or
> another sort of configuration.
>
> (2)  Also at issue is how students are identified for ESL composition courses
> and whether they are required or advised to take such courses.
>
> (3)  And curriculum:  if ESL and native-speaker composition are separate, how
> do the two differ?  To what extent are they similar?
>
> (4) Administration/location: are the ESL courses under the supervision of the
> wpa or directed, staffed, and administered separately, and if so, by whom.
>
> (5)  And finally, how satisfied are you with the arrangement on your campus?
> What problems do you experience/observe/hear about?  What benefits?
>
> If folks would have the time to respond to these questions, I'd very much
> appreciate it.  Shorthand and phrases OK, whatever's convenient for you, just
> so I can get the gist of it.
>
> Thanks,
>
> Alice Roy
> Cal State LA
> aroy@calstatela.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 11:18:29 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "J. Reed and W. Wheeler" <reedww@CRIS.COM>
Subject:      Re: A new query
 
Kris,
 
Thanks for your response.  I'll find the article so that I can use it in my
next position.  Janine
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 08:27:52 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: apologies
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.3.89.9605131915.A538997408-0100000@cu4700.cua.edu> from
              "Rosemary Winslow" at May 13, 96 07:26:41 pm
 
Rosemary, my fault, not noticing the return address and sending my
private note to you to the whole list.  Two morals from this: 1) Some
people on the list have been delighted to get your and Chet's info about
DC hotels, as have I, so as many have been pleased as annoyed; 2) never
say anything on electronic mail that you don't want the whole world to
hear. Thanks for all your help.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 10:17:16 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Gary Hatch <hatchg@JKHBHRC.BYU.EDU>
Organization: Brigham Young University
Subject:      Yeah Write
 
I just picked up a good example of inexpensive software from the internet last
night. The software is called "Yeah Write," and it is a simple wordprocessing
program that runs under windows. It's an example of what I call "low tech,"
software that does only a few things with very little memory (700k in this
case). "Yeah Write" was developed by people who got layed off from WordPerfect
about a year ago. It requires almost no experience or expertise in computers.
Students who have just learned to use a mouse could start writing immediately.
Right now, the program only includes a few functions: writing in a journal,
writing letters and memos, keeping notes, stuff like that. But it could be
useful for beginning courses where students have little experience with
wordprocessing. (The can see some of the immediate benefits with very little
investment.) It is also cheap enough that students could own their own copy.
Right now, the programmers are giving it away (if you download it from the
internet at http://www.wordplace.com). You can also get it on disc for $5.00.
Gary Hatch
Brigham Young University
English Department
3146 JKHB
Provo, UT  84602
vox: (801) 378-2402
fax: (801) 378-4720
gary_hatch@byu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 13:39:11 CDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Helga Visscher <HVISSCHE@UA1VM.UA.EDU>
Subject:      Writing Programs for High School Students
 
I want to find out about any summer writing programs for   high school
students   Our summer  plans are getting filled up. I would like to find
an appropriate program for my son - a bright kid, who needs to improve
his writing skills to college bound high school / college level.  He does
not need remedial work -- such as  subject verb agreement.  He needs  to
know how to write answers to essay questions on exams,  how to organize
paragraphs,  term papers, etc.   Is there anything out there?   The other
contstraint is fitting things in between our other summer plans which are
mounting up quickly.
Helga B.  Visscher,   Reference Librarian,  University of Alabama Education
Library,   PO Box  870266,  Tuscaloosa, AL  35487-0266. (205) 348-1507
e mail   hvissche@ua1vm.ua.edu  (ua numeral one vm.ua.edu)
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 16:55:20 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Ben Reynolds, Coordinator,
              Academic Programs" <Ben.Reynolds@JHU.EDU>
Organization: Center for Talented Youth, The Johns Hopkins University
Subject:      Re: Writing Programs for High School Students
 
There are a number of programs around the country. Though I deal with TAG kids, you can
link from the related opportunities at my URL below to various opportunities. Also, Duke
U runs a Young Writers CAmp, several of the tony prep schools in the NE run summer
programs, etc. Peterson's Guides are, I believe, on the web with a fairly extensive list
of summer camps. Try Alta Vista to find Peterson's.
Good luck
 
Helga Visscher wrote:
>
> I want to find out about any summer writing programs for   high school
> students   Our summer  plans are getting filled up. I would like to find
> an appropriate program for my son - a bright kid, who needs to improve
> his writing skills to college bound high school / college level.  He does
> not need remedial work -- such as  subject verb agreement.  He needs  to
> know how to write answers to essay questions on exams,  how to organize
> paragraphs,  term papers, etc.   Is there anything out there?   The other
> contstraint is fitting things in between our other summer plans which are
> mounting up quickly.
> Helga B.  Visscher,   Reference Librarian,  University of Alabama Education
> Library,   PO Box  870266,  Tuscaloosa, AL  35487-0266. (205) 348-1507
> e mail   hvissche@ua1vm.ua.edu  (ua numeral one vm.ua.edu)
 
--
 
Ben Reynolds                       Ben.Reynolds@Jhu.edu
Coordinator, Academic Programs     http://jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu/~ewt2/
Center for Talented Youth (CTY)    Voice: (410) 516-0161
Institute for the Academic Advancement of Youth (IAAY)
The Johns Hopkins University       Fax:   (410) 516-0804
3400 North Charles Street          Baltimore, MD 21218 USA
 
What's IAAY?! See --> http://www.jhu.edu/~gifted/announce.html
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 17:13:07 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
 
David:
I cringe to ask this question & am doing so publicly because I am sure
there are other cringers about.
 
I need to find the date that Dick Fulkerson asked for some empirical
validation of the efficacy of peer response groups.  So how do I
access that thread on "peer response" that occurred last year or so?
 
I sent a request to listserv@asuacad
 
 //search job echo=no
  database search dd=rules
  //rules dd *
  search "peer response" in wpa-l
  index
  print
 
Message returned.  What's the right address & is this close to
the right message?
 
Thanks,
Irv
[Dick: this is a small cite--just noting that you asked the question]
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 14 May 1996 20:13:36 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      No Subject
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/14/96 15:12
 
before you change anything else, Irv, try sending to
listserv@asuvm.inre.asu.edu. I'm not sure the old bitnet address still works.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 15 May 1996 08:13:52 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: No Subject
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96051420133780@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
In case you didn't get my subsequent note of success, the address was the
problem; I had my commands right.
Thanks & apologies.
Irv
 
On Tue, 14 May 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> before you change anything else, Irv, try sending to
> listserv@asuvm.inre.asu.edu. I'm not sure the old bitnet address still works.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 15 May 1996 09:26:42 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: composition and esl
 
For a helpful overview of compositon/ESL issues, see
 
Silva, Tony.  "An Examination of Writing Program Administrators' Options
for the Placement of ESL Students in First Year Writing Classes."  WPA:
Writing Program Administration 18.1/2 (fall/winter 1994):  37-43.
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 15 May 1996 11:19:04 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: search commands
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/15/96 06:13
 
I have no idea how Irv figured out those commands for searching the WPA-L
archives, but I suspect that more than one of us might appreciate an annotated
reprise. Are you willing, Irv? This stuff isn't in my listserv handbook. By
the way, I am going to try to figure out how to pipe the archives to the WPA
home page in a way that they will be more easily searchable. Eric Crump's my
man on this, if I can get our network people to cooperate. Thanks.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 15 May 1996 15:15:29 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irv Peckham <peckham@CWIS.UNOMAHA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: search commands
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96051511190823@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
 
I didn't figure it out.  I had saved some advice from Tharon Howard some
years back. My genius lay in finding the advice.  It took me oh, only
about three hours or so.  Thanks, Tharon.  It worked like a charm.
 
The only variables were the string in quotes and the name of the
listserv being searched.
 
Irv
 
On Wed, 15 May 1996, David E. Schwalm wrote:
 
> I have no idea how Irv figured out those commands for searching the WPA-L
> archives, but I suspect that more than one of us might appreciate an annotated
> reprise. Are you willing, Irv? This stuff isn't in my listserv handbook. By
> the way, I am going to try to figure out how to pipe the archives to the WPA
> home page in a way that they will be more easily searchable. Eric Crump's my
> man on this, if I can get our network people to cooperate. Thanks.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
 
-----------------
Irvin Peckham
University of Nebraska at Omaha
peckham@unomaha.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 15 May 1996 16:19:10 MST7MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lynn Meeks <FAMEEKS@WRITECTR.USU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: composition requirements--number of hours
X-cc:         FAHULT@writectr.usu.edu, scots@cc.usu.edu
 
I'm the new WPA here at Utah State.  I've been lurking and "listening"  since
August and have enjoyed and benefitted from all the discussions.
 
Now I need some information.  I won't go into the sordid story of
why.  But it involves general education requirements, writing
requirements, and an attempt by one of our  Colleges to take
over the university and run it for their own purposes.  Need I say
more.
 
1.  Does your school require a first year writing course (often called
something like "English 101") or its equivalent for
graduation?  How many semester credits is this course worth?
 
2.  Does your school require a second semester of writing for graduation?
How many semester credits is this course worth?  Can you give me a
brief course description?
 
3.  If a student from our university transferred to your university with
only two semester credits of "English 101", and your university
requires a three credit writing class, what would happen? How would
the student make up that missing credit?
 
4.  If you were asked to give a rationale for why a writing course ought
to be three semester credits long rather than two semester credits,
what would you say?
 
Please reply to me privately at fameeks@writectr.usu.edu
And thank you so much in advance.  I'll be happy to share what I find
out with the list.
 
Lynn Langer Meeks
Director of Writing
English Department
Utah State University
Logan, Utah 84322-3200
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 15 May 1996 17:42:16 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Professionalism
 
At a big campus deans meeting this morning, there was a discussion of how to
increase the number of lower division credit hours taught by "ranked" faculty.
I suggested that we could get a big jump by fully professionalizing the
teaching of lower division writing and math. You know, when Andy Hardy says,
"Let's put on a show!" and everybody gets all excited and rallies round? Well,
didn't happen. The Provost smiled (he's a WAC man), others looked out the
window, and the discussion turned to leaving "skills" courses out of the
computation. Well, at least there weren't peals of laughter (we have made a
strong move toward lecturers from adjunct faculty, after all; I was just, you
know, thinking we might take this occasion to go all the way.)
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 15 May 1996 22:44:11 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Kris Hansen <HANSENK@JKHBHRC.BYU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Professionalism
 
David,
 
Good for you!  Keep making that suggestion every chance you get.
Maybe one of these days someone will start taking it seriously.
 
Kristine Hansen
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 08:52:45 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
X-To:         MEGABYTE UNIVERSITY <MBU-L@unicorn.acs.ttu.edu>,
              Teaching in the Community Colleges <TCC-L@UHCCVM.UHCC.HAWAII.EDU>
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
 Those still dealing with paper piles might get a smile from this.  C.P.
 
---------------------------- Forwarded message ---------------------------
                 Date: Wed, 15 May 1996 19:46:13 -0600
                 From: Jeff Hogan <snag@WORLDRAMP.NET>
                 Subject: Something humorous on the net....
 
This is an actual essay written by an applicant to New York University.
Hugh Gallagher, the author, now attends NYU.
 
THE ESSAY QUESTION: In order for the admissions staff of our college to
get to know you, the applicant, better, we ask you to answer the following
question:
 
ARE THERE ANY SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCES YOU HAVE HAD, OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS YOU
HAVE REALIZED, THAT HELP DEFINE YOU AS A PERSON?
 
THE REPLY:
 
I am a dynamic figure, often seen scaling walls and crushing ice. I have
been known to remodel train stations on my lunch breaks, making them more
efficient in the area of heat retention. I translate ethic slurs for Cuban
refugees, I write award winning operas, I manage time efficiently.
Occasionally, I tread water for three days in a row. I woo women with my
sensuous and godlike trombone playing, I can pilot bicycles up severe
incline with unflagging speed, and I cook Thirty-Minute Brownies in twenty
minutes. I am an expert in stucco, a veteran in love, and an outlaw in
Peru. Using only a hoe and a large glass of water, I once single-handedly
defended a small village in the Amazon Basin from a horde of ferocious
army ants. I play bluegrass cello, I was scouted by the Mets, I am the
subject of numerous documentaries. When Im bored, I build large suspension
bridges in my yard. I enjoy urban hang gliding. On Wednesdays, after
school, I repair electrical appliances free of charge. I am an abstract
artist, a concrete analyst, and a ruthless bookie. Critics worldwide swoon
over my original line of corduroy evening wear. I dont perspire. I am a
private citizen, yet I receive fan mail. I have been caller nine and have
won the weekend passes. Last summer I toured New Jersey with a traveling
centrifugal force demonstration. I bat .400. My deft floral arrangements
have earned me fame in international botany circles. children trust me. I
can hurl tennis rackets at small moving objects with deadly accuracy. I
once read Paradise Lost, Moby Dick, and David Copperfield in one day and
still had time to refurbish an entire dining room that evening. I know the
exact location of every food item in the supermarket. I have performed
several covert operations for the CIA. I sleep once a week; when I do
sleep, I sleep in a chair. While on vacation in Canada, I successfully
negotiated with a group of terrorists who had seized a small bakery. The
laws of physics do not apply to me. I balance, I weave, I dodge, I frolic,
and my bills are all paid. On weekends, to let off steam, I participate in
full-contact origami. Years ago I discovered the meaning of life but
forgot to write it down. I have made extraordinary four course meals using
only a mouli and a toaster oven. I breed prizewinning clams. I have won
bullfights in San Juan, cliff-diving competitions in Sri Lanka, and
spelling bees at the Kremlin. I have played Hamlet, I have performed
open-heart surgery, and I have spoken with Elvis. But I have not yet gone
to college.
_____________________________________________________________________________
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 09:07:10 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Gary Hatch <hatchg@JKHBHRC.BYU.EDU>
Organization: Brigham Young University
Subject:      Searching listserv archives
 
Here is the information I have on searching listserv archives (using h-rhetor
as an example). If someone has figured out a simpler way, please let me know.
 
Gary Hatch
 
 
                       Quick Start Guide to
                   Searching Listserv Notebooks
                    (using H-RHETOR example)
 
All messages to H-RHETOR are saved or "archived" in units
called NOTEBOOKS each week. You can search these Notebooks for
references using the powerful database searching function of
LISTSERV to get the information you want.
 
[NOTE: You will be searching the H-RHETOR Notebooks by sending
commands to LISTSERV. It is important to remember that these
commands are always included in the *body* of email, not the
subject line (which is ignored) and always sent to the LISTSERV
address, never H-RHETOR]
 
There are two steps to searching the archives.  First put your
search together and send it to LISTSERV@UICVM.UIC.EDU which will
return as mail an index or list of the messages that meet your
search criteria, each with a unique item number.  Using this item
number, you then send another request for the specific messages
you want, which will be returned as a longer DATABASE OUTPUT
file.
 
Both of these outputs will be preceded by a short note
indicating how much of the LISTSERV resources you used. This is a
subtle way of indicating that, although you are not going to be
billed by the LISTSERV site, in fact, there is a cost.  If you
have a very complicated search or one that extends over a large
amount of material, consider doing it during non-business hours,
since the LISTSERV host site will be busy during the day.  It
will be faster and more considerate of the host site resources.
 
For a "Table of Contents" of H-RHETOR, the following can be
used as a template and sent to LISTSERV@UICVM.UIC.EDU (again, not
H-RHETOR).  The first line of the message will be "//"
and the last line will be "/*"
 
------------------------- cut here ----------------------------
//
Database search DD=rules
//Rules DD *
Select * in H-RHETOR
Index
/*
------------------------- cut here ----------------------------
 
This will search all the messages that have been sent to
H-RHETOR, showing the unique item number, the date and time sent,
approximate length in lines and the subject line.   (Template
courtesy of Pete Weiss, LDBASE-L owner, at PSUVM.)
 
Perhaps you remember there was some discussion earlier in
the year about history and fiction and you want to see
what was said. The next template will search the database for all
messages that include both "history" and "fiction":
 
------------------------ cut here ------------------------------
//
Database search DD=rules
//Rules DD *
Search history and fiction in H-RHETOR
Index
/*
---------------------------- cut here ---------------------------
 
["Or" and "not" can be used with, or in place of, "and" to
construct more refined searches.  The SUBJECT: and SENDER: fields
can also be searched for even a more powerful search. You can
also limit searches to a certain time period.]
 
From this request you will get back a file called DATABASE
OUTPUT. The beginning of this message might read as follows:
 
> s fiction and history in h-rhetor
--> Database H-RHETOR 30 hits.
 
> index
Item #   Date   Time  Recs   Subject
------   ----   ----  ----   -------
000004 93/07/07 14:15  203   Notice about Conference--Eighteenth
000008 93/07/07 20:25   49   self-introduction
000013 93/07/08 18:05   69   NEH Research Division Announcements
000029 93/07/11 23:01   61   Another Introduction
000104 93/07/21 23:17   58   on our relation to our ancestors
000105 93/07/22 23:06  104   "European Americans"
000160 93/08/02 14:07  361   Interdisciplinary Teaching
000221 93/08/12 20:07  340   Interdisciplinary Teaching--syllabus
000254 93/08/20 03:33  126   MILLENNIUM--Map Software for the
000298 93/08/26 20:03  129   17th century Women writers
000391 93/09/17 13:14   50   CFP: Need Postmodern MSS
000553 93/10/20 20:09   44   The Use of Fiction in Teaching
000564 93/10/21 19:48   14   Re: The Use of Fiction in History
 
[rest deleted]
 
The message tells you there have been 30 'hits'--that is, thirty
messages possibly relating to the arguments you defined.  The
DATABASE OUTPUT file shows the item numbers for each 'hit,'  the
date and time each was sent, the number of lines in each
message, and their subject lines. You will now be able to order
each/all of the messages or 'hits' listed in the DATABASE OUTPUT
file.
 
If you think items 000160, 000221, 000553 and 000564 are
what you  want, send a second batch of commands to
LISTSERV@uicvm.uic.edu, using this template:
 
-------------------- cut here --------------------------------
//
Database search DD=Rules
//Rules DD *
Search * in H-RHETOR
Print 160 221 553 564
/*
------------------- cut here ---------------------------------
 
If the line beginning with print goes to two lines, write
print again at the beginning of the next line. If the messages
you want to order are in a sequence, listserv will recognize the
"-" as meaning all messages in a certain sequence (e.g. 540-545).
 
You will get back the resources-used message and mail containing
the three messages.
 
If you do much searching, it is convenient to keep these batch
search files as templates or macros which can just be called in
to the email after changing the search terms.
 
This note is intended only as a quick guide to searching
H-RHETOR.  It will get most subscribers what they want.  However,
very complicated, Boolean searches can be performed, if desired.
 
For a complete description and extended treatment, send the
command GET LISTDB MEMO F=MAIL to your nearest LISTSERV (*not* to
H-AMSTDY).  This runs about 2200 lines and is well worth
studying.
 
LDBASE-L is a list dedicated to LISTSERV search techniques the
finer points of archive searching. Its address is
LDBASE-L@ukanvm.bitnet; to subscribe send to LISTSERV
at that address with command SUB LDBASE-L Your Name.
 
These same techniques with appropriate changes in the name
and search strings will work with any Revised LISTSERV.
 
===============================================================>
This tutorial is based on a similar one housed on the CARR-L
filelist. CARR-L (Computer-Aided Research & Writing) is an
active list for professional journalists. Its address is
CARR-L@ulkyvm.Bitnet
 
------------------------------
 
 
Gary Hatch
Brigham Young University
English Department
3146 JKHB
Provo, UT  84602
vox: (801) 378-2402
fax: (801) 378-4720
gary_hatch@byu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 09:10:58 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960516084315.12407A-100000@DGS> from "Chet" at May
              16, 96 08:52:45 am
 
Chet, that admissions essay has been floating about in various forms for
over a decade.  I wonder if anyone really knows its origin.
 
To you and Rosemary, on the DC hotel scene, can you say if the following
location is relatively safe: 16th St NW. betweem Q and R?  A hotel there
(The Embassy Inn) seems to have the best rates in the area and I am
wondering why.
                                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 11:29:43 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
Chet and others,
 
This is about the tenth time I've encountered the "sensuous godlike
trombone playing" application essay, each with some variations.  Usually
it's offered as a college application, but I've seen it presented as a job
application, too.  I've always assumed it was an urban legend, a piece with
perhaps some grounding in reality but embellished with each retelling.
What strikes me as interesting in its latest incarnation on the WPA list is
that there's actually a name and school associated with it, "Hugh
Gallagher" of "New York University."  Not that I'm skeptical, but. . . .
 
Collecting all the variations would be an interesting textual/cultural
studies project.  Analyzing why this piece has such staying power (what are
its tropes, for example?) would be, too.  Mind you, I do find it
entertaining.
 
Doug
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 09:36:20 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
Doug and others--I recently heard it read on our public radio station by
its supposed author, who was described as student at NYU.  Anyone on the
list at that institution who could (in your copious free time) check to see
if said Hugh Gallagher is really enrolled?
 
Sue McLeod
 
 
>Chet and others,
>
>This is about the tenth time I've encountered the "sensuous godlike
>trombone playing" application essay, each with some variations.  Usually
>it's offered as a college application, but I've seen it presented as a job
>application, too.  I've always assumed it was an urban legend, a piece with
>perhaps some grounding in reality but embellished with each retelling.
>What strikes me as interesting in its latest incarnation on the WPA list is
>that there's actually a name and school associated with it, "Hugh
>Gallagher" of "New York University."  Not that I'm skeptical, but. . . .
>
>Collecting all the variations would be an interesting textual/cultural
>studies project.  Analyzing why this piece has such staying power (what are
>its tropes, for example?) would be, too.  Mind you, I do find it
>entertaining.
>
>Doug
>
>Doug Hesse
>Director of Writing Programs
>Professor of English
>Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
>Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
>ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 13:13:54 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d08adc1170f9286@[134.121.56.24]>
 
Doug and Sue and Chet and others,
 
The piece was originallly published in Literary Cavalcade, a Scholastic
magazine familiar to anyone who's ever taught high school.  It was an
entry, by a real Hugh Gallagher, who submitted it to a humor contest
sponsored by Scholastic.  The Literary Cavalcade publication date was May
1990.  Harper's reprinted it in its "reader" section in August 1990.  (I
know all this only because it's been taped to my office door since then).
 
Best,
 
David Jolliffe
Director of Writing Programs, DePaul University
802 West Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL  60614
312-325-7000, ext. 1783
 
On Thu, 16 May 1996, Susan McLeod wrote:
 
> Doug and others--I recently heard it read on our public radio station by
> its supposed author, who was described as student at NYU.  Anyone on the
> list at that institution who could (in your copious free time) check to see
> if said Hugh Gallagher is really enrolled?
>
> Sue McLeod
>
>
> >Chet and others,
> >
> >This is about the tenth time I've encountered the "sensuous godlike
> >trombone playing" application essay, each with some variations.  Usually
> >it's offered as a college application, but I've seen it presented as a job
> >application, too.  I've always assumed it was an urban legend, a piece with
> >perhaps some grounding in reality but embellished with each retelling.
> >What strikes me as interesting in its latest incarnation on the WPA list is
> >that there's actually a name and school associated with it, "Hugh
> >Gallagher" of "New York University."  Not that I'm skeptical, but. . . .
> >
> >Collecting all the variations would be an interesting textual/cultural
> >studies project.  Analyzing why this piece has such staying power (what are
> >its tropes, for example?) would be, too.  Mind you, I do find it
> >entertaining.
> >
> >Doug
> >
> >Doug Hesse
> >Director of Writing Programs
> >Professor of English
> >Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
> >Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
> >ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
>
> Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
> College of Liberal Arts
> Washington State University
> Pullman, WA 99164-2630
> (509)335-4581
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 13:18:54 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Deborah Holdstein <gas54r0@UXA.ECN.BGU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d08adc1170f9286@[134.121.56.24]>
 
Hi, folks.  I've had the Hugh Gallagher "thing" in print for several
years, and I used to hand it out to students; it was part of a collection of
essays by college students put
together by a publisher.  (A pamphlet, really, and I'm no longer sure
which publisher.)  But even then, it was clearly authored by a Hugh
Gallagher, a student at NYU, and was allegedly his admission essay.
So, even if he really was a student at NYU, he's probably long graduated
by now (or succumbed to the wonders of Greenwich Village life.......)
 
Cheers!
 
Deborah H. Holdstein
Governors State University
University Park, Illinois 60466
gas54r0@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 11:20:06 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Gregory R. Glau" <gglau@ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  <9605161625.AA93036@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
 
"Urban legends" like this one have been published in several books,
including THE CHOKING DOBERMAN.  If anyone interested, I'll send along
the full citation.
 
Greg Glau
Arizona State University
 
On Thu, 16 May 1996, Doug Hesse wrote:
 
> Chet and others,
>
> This is about the tenth time I've encountered the "sensuous godlike
> trombone playing" application essay, each with some variations.  Usually
> it's offered as a college application, but I've seen it presented as a job
> application, too.  I've always assumed it was an urban legend, a piece with
> perhaps some grounding in reality but embellished with each retelling.
> What strikes me as interesting in its latest incarnation on the WPA list is
> that there's actually a name and school associated with it, "Hugh
> Gallagher" of "New York University."  Not that I'm skeptical, but. . . .
>
> Collecting all the variations would be an interesting textual/cultural
> studies project.  Analyzing why this piece has such staying power (what are
> its tropes, for example?) would be, too.  Mind you, I do find it
> entertaining.
>
> Doug
>
> Doug Hesse
> Director of Writing Programs
> Professor of English
> Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
> Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
> ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 12:53:50 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  <v02120d08adc1170f9286@[134.121.56.24]>
 
I have forwarded the message to a friend on the NYU faculty - we'll see.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.                   INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
On Thu, 16 May 1996, Susan McLeod wrote:
 
> Doug and others--I recently heard it read on our public radio station by
> its supposed author, who was described as student at NYU.  Anyone on the
> list at that institution who could (in your copious free time) check to see
> if said Hugh Gallagher is really enrolled?
>
> Sue McLeod
>
>
> >Chet and others,
> >
> >This is about the tenth time I've encountered the "sensuous godlike
> >trombone playing" application essay, each with some variations.  Usually
> >it's offered as a college application, but I've seen it presented as a job
> >application, too.  I've always assumed it was an urban legend, a piece with
> >perhaps some grounding in reality but embellished with each retelling.
> >What strikes me as interesting in its latest incarnation on the WPA list is
> >that there's actually a name and school associated with it, "Hugh
> >Gallagher" of "New York University."  Not that I'm skeptical, but. . . .
> >
> >Collecting all the variations would be an interesting textual/cultural
> >studies project.  Analyzing why this piece has such staying power (what are
> >its tropes, for example?) would be, too.  Mind you, I do find it
> >entertaining.
> >
> >Doug
> >
> >Doug Hesse
> >Director of Writing Programs
> >Professor of English
> >Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
> >Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
> >ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
>
> Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
> College of Liberal Arts
> Washington State University
> Pullman, WA 99164-2630
> (509)335-4581
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 12:12:02 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
>Doug and Sue and Chet and others,
>
>The piece was originallly published in Literary Cavalcade, a Scholastic
>magazine familiar to anyone who's ever taught high school.  It was an
>entry, by a real Hugh Gallagher, who submitted it to a humor contest
>sponsored by Scholastic.  The Literary Cavalcade publication date was May
>1990.  Harper's reprinted it in its "reader" section in August 1990.  (I
>know all this only because it's been taped to my office door since then).
>
>Best,
>
>David Jolliffe
>Director of Writing Programs, DePaul University
>802 West Belden Avenue
>Chicago, IL  60614
>312-325-7000, ext. 1783
>
David--thanks for the reference.  It is a great piece.  Sue
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 16:09:54 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Fairly Priced Accomodations in DC, Part Deux
X-To:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <199605161610.JAA20348@wiley.csusb.edu>
 
> On Thu, 16 May 1996, Edward White wrote:
>
> ...on the DC hotel scene, can you say if the following location is
> relatively safe: 16th St NW. betweem Q and R?  A hotel there (The Embassy
> Inn) seems to have the best rates in the area and I am wondering why....
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ed,
        That neighborhood is known locally as Adams-Morgan, and it is a
part of the Washington urban renaissance filled with older reconditioned
townhouses, lots of ethnic and small chic restaurants, and a mix of young
yuppie types, bohemians, ethnics from many nations, and a sprinkling of
the poor and the homeless.  The neighborhood reminds me of Berkeley a lot
because of its diversity--except it has no marina and no mountains.  There
are also several minor embassies in the area (I mean the likes of
Lichtenstein, Mozambique, and Outer Mongolia rather than the United
Kingdom, France, and Germany).
 
        Colorful!  That's the word I'm looking for.  Adams-Morgan is
colorful.   About the specific hotel, I'm not really familiar with it,
but when I swing into DC to buy lottery tickets Saturday afternoon, I'll
eyeball it for you and give you a sense impression.
 
                                Regards,
 
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 16:21:15 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
X-To:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <9605161625.AA93036@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu>
 
> On Thu, 16 May 1996, Doug Hesse wrote:
>
> This is about the tenth time I've encountered the "sensuous godlike
> trombone playing" application essay, each with some variations.  Usually
> it's offered as a college application, but I've seen it presented as a job
> application, too.  I've always assumed it was an urban legend....
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Doug,
        I've heard today that this was first published in _Harpers_
magazine as a gag about ten years ago and also that it was a winner in the
most humorous essay segment of the Columbia University Scholastic Press
Competition in 1990.  Ed White also mentioned that he has seen it around
for at least a decade.  This would, indeed, mark it as a legend of some
type.
_____________________________________________________________________________
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 18:35:44 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: DC Hotels
 
That area - 16th NW between Q & R is just north and east of the main area of
downtown DC - so it is is mildly off the beaten path.
 
It is a relatively trouble-free area, though I'm chary about walking around
any area of DC at night - outside of the mall proper and limited parts of
Georgetown.
 
Cheers,
Steve Jamar
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 18:35:52 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
Would that we would really see such an application essay.  But, would you
advise your child to do one like this?  If you saw one now, wouldn't you
assume plagiarism and so discount it?  So by having this bit of creative
writing (which so excellently pokes fun at those essay requirements for
mature reflectivity about life-forming occurrences to a population which in
the main has not had any) so freely available hasn't the very possibility of
it being done been eliminated?  That is, the existence of one startlingly
original work preempts the whole field.
 
I suspect this was written by an overworked almost but not quite yet cynical
admissions officer with a good ear for the turn of the  phrase and who had
tired of reading fantastical applications stories.
 
There was a story at my college - I doubt it is literally true, but it is
true in another way.  Of the 400 students admitted that year, one got in
because in the application where it asked whether one was a leader of
follower, the applicant checked "follower."  The theory was that with 399
leaders, there should be at least one follower.
 
This was Carleton, class of 1975, entering fall of 71.
 
BTW, I always had trouble with that box, because I rarely have had a
following, (and certainly none in HS!) but I have never been a follower.
 
Cheers,
Steven D. Jamar
Assoc. Prof. & Dir. LRW Program
Howard University School of Law
sjamar@law.howard.edu or sjamar@aol.com
 
"Expediency may tip the scales when arguments are nicely balanced."  Justice
Cardozo, Woolford Realty Co. v. Rose, 286 U.S. 319, 330 (1932)
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 16:51:18 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/16/96 15:35
 
Nice to hear from another Carleton grad. The class of 65 had neither leaders
nor followers but everyone marching to a different drum. I guess those were
leaders without followers. Stomp the oles.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 16 May 1996 22:08:47 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Dennis Baron <debaron@UIUC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
Nice to hear from other members of the class of '65, even if I didn't go to
Carleton.  At Brandeis we just walked around in circles, carrying signs.
 
And what about the urban legend of the Harvard B school applicant who
instead of writing the why I want a Harvard MBA just wrote a large green $
in magic marker, and got in (I assume, if it is true, that the second
person to try this was rejected).
Dennis
 
Dennis Baron                                       debaron@uiuc.edu
Department of English                     office: 217-333-2392
University of Illinois                           fax:  217-333-4321
608 S. Wright Street                         home: 217-384-1683
Urbana, IL 61801
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 00:33:46 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
X-To:         Dennis Baron <debaron@UIUC.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <v02130500adc19d8fb793@[128.174.23.81]>
 
On Thu, 16 May 1996, Dennis Baron wrote:
 
> Nice to hear from other members of the class of '65, even if I didn't go
> to Carleton.  At Brandeis we just walked around in circles, carrying
> signs.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
        Geez, I feel deprived.
 
        I wasn't fortunate enough to march in circles an Brandeis or
wander in circles at Carleton.  At Penn State we engineered literature,
brokered semantics, calculated art, and computed theater.  Like in
Newfoundland, time in University Park was a half-hour different than the
rest of the time zone.  As a matter of fact, the _Hudsucker Proxy_ could
probably have been written about one of us Penn State grads, class of '68.
 
        No wonder none of us ever became famous.
 
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 09:04:58 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Linda K. Shamoon" <shamoon@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
X-To:         Writing Across the Curriculum <WAC-L@POSTOFFICE.CSO.UIUC.EDU>
 
(This is being posted to two lists; sorry for the duplication!)
 
Now and then I have heard about "speaking to learn."  Could anyone on this
list tell me more about this?  Is there a speaking  "movement" (in the same
way there is a "writing to learn" movement?)  Are there sources or
practitioners you could refer me to so that I could learn more about
speaking to learn activities?
 
I have also noticed that a few participants on this list mention
communications across the curriculum.  I would be interested in hearing
about how that plays out on your campus.
 
I would be glad to collect replies on or off the list and post a summary.
Thanks!
Linda
 
 
 
Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
Director
College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
Department of English
Independence Hall
60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 09:08:53 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JDSOMMERS@MIAVX3.MID.MUOHIO.EDU
Subject:      help
 
Quick question:
 
I misplaced an e-mail address.  Can anyone help me?
 
I need to contact Jim Raymond at Alabama.  Send your reply directly to me
so we don't clog the list, thanks!
 
Jeff Sommers
 
jdsommers@miavx3.mid.muohio.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 09:17:03 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: DC Hotels
X-To:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
In-Reply-To:  <960516183543_302507403@emout10.mail.aol.com>
 
Steve and others: I agree. Don't be fooled by what you think is local
charm.  The only problem with Adams-Morgan is you have to walk either to
DuPont Circle or up Connecticut Ave to Woodley Park near Zoo for a Metro
stop, and Metro stops rather than reconditioned houses should be the sign of how
useful a place may be.  But eat at El Tamarindo, great cheap Salvadorean
chop. 18th & Florida. Cheers, Linda Ziff
 
On Thu, 16 May 1996, Steve Jamar wrote:
 
> That area - 16th NW between Q & R is just north and east of the main area of
> downtown DC - so it is is mildly off the beaten path.
>
> It is a relatively trouble-free area, though I'm chary about walking around
> any area of DC at night - outside of the mall proper and limited parts of
> Georgetown.
>
> Cheers,
> Steve Jamar
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 09:20:41 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         JDSOMMERS@MIAVX3.MID.MUOHIO.EDU
Subject:      something humorous
 
Two things re: the NYU application letter:
 
*this semester one of my students, who works in the computer lab, sent
me this very same essay as a journal entry.  He removed Gallagher's final
sentence and substituted, "But I still have not gotten an A in your course."
 
*as an NYU '80 PhD, I of course had in mind to write that very same essay
ten years before Gallagher.  Modesty forebade it.......
 
 
Jeff Sommers
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 09:26:09 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
X-To:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
In-Reply-To:  <960516183551_302507524@emout17.mail.aol.com>
 
Steve Jamar and anyone else with time on your hands: Does anyone know the
histroy of the autobiographical appl;ication essay?  When they began,
why, what they were/are supposed to show?  They are so odd: you should
try to be different while not being different.  Look at me but don't look
too close.  I'm amazed nobody has analyzed this genre: maybe not worth a
dissertation, but how about an article?
Linda Ziff: linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
 
On Thu, 16 May 1996, Steve Jamar wrote:
 
> Would that we would really see such an application essay.  But, would you
> advise your child to do one like this?  If you saw one now, wouldn't you
> assume plagiarism and so discount it?  So by having this bit of creative
> writing (which so excellently pokes fun at those essay requirements for
> mature reflectivity about life-forming occurrences to a population which in
> the main has not had any) so freely available hasn't the very possibility of
> it being done been eliminated?  That is, the existence of one startlingly
> original work preempts the whole field.
>
> I suspect this was written by an overworked almost but not quite yet cynical
> admissions officer with a good ear for the turn of the  phrase and who had
> tired of reading fantastical applications stories.
>
> There was a story at my college - I doubt it is literally true, but it is
> true in another way.  Of the 400 students admitted that year, one got in
> because in the application where it asked whether one was a leader of
> follower, the applicant checked "follower."  The theory was that with 399
> leaders, there should be at least one follower.
>
> This was Carleton, class of 1975, entering fall of 71.
>
> BTW, I always had trouble with that box, because I rarely have had a
> following, (and certainly none in HS!) but I have never been a follower.
>
> Cheers,
> Steven D. Jamar
> Assoc. Prof. & Dir. LRW Program
> Howard University School of Law
> sjamar@law.howard.edu or sjamar@aol.com
>
> "Expediency may tip the scales when arguments are nicely balanced."  Justice
> Cardozo, Woolford Realty Co. v. Rose, 286 U.S. 319, 330 (1932)
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 07:02:43 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Forwarded Message: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
In article: Something humorous on the net.... (fw, Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGS writes:
 
>--------------------------------------------------------------------------
>
> Those still dealing with paper piles might get a smile from this.  C.P.
>
>---------------------------- Forwarded message ---------------------------
>                 Date: Wed, 15 May 1996 19:46:13 -0600
>                 From: Jeff Hogan <snag@WORLDRAMP.NET>
>                 Subject: Something humorous on the net....
>
>This is an actual essay written by an applicant to New York University.
>Hugh Gallagher, the author, now attends NYU.
>
>THE ESSAY QUESTION: In order for the admissions staff of our college to
>get to know you, the applicant, better, we ask you to answer the following
>question:
>
>ARE THERE ANY SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCES YOU HAVE HAD, OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS YOU
>HAVE REALIZED, THAT HELP DEFINE YOU AS A PERSON?
>
>THE REPLY:
>
>I am a dynamic figure, often seen scaling walls and crushing ice. I have
>been known to remodel train stations on my lunch breaks, making them more
>efficient in the area of heat retention. I translate ethic slurs for Cuban
>refugees, I write award winning operas, I manage time efficiently.
>Occasionally, I tread water for three days in a row. I woo women with my
>sensuous and godlike trombone playing, I can pilot bicycles up severe
>incline with unflagging speed, and I cook Thirty-Minute Brownies in twenty
>minutes. I am an expert in stucco, a veteran in love, and an outlaw in
>Peru. Using only a hoe and a large glass of water, I once single-handedly
>defended a small village in the Amazon Basin from a horde of ferocious
>army ants. I play bluegrass cello, I was scouted by the Mets, I am the
>subject of numerous documentaries. When Im bored, I build large suspension
>bridges in my yard. I enjoy urban hang gliding. On Wednesdays, after
>school, I repair electrical appliances free of charge. I am an abstract
>artist, a concrete analyst, and a ruthless bookie. Critics worldwide swoon
>over my original line of corduroy evening wear. I dont perspire. I am a
>private citizen, yet I receive fan mail. I have been caller nine and have
>won the weekend passes. Last summer I toured New Jersey with a traveling
>centrifugal force demonstration. I bat .400. My deft floral arrangements
>have earned me fame in international botany circles. children trust me. I
>can hurl tennis rackets at small moving objects with deadly accuracy. I
>once read Paradise Lost, Moby Dick, and David Copperfield in one day and
>still had time to refurbish an entire dining room that evening. I know the
>exact location of every food item in the supermarket. I have performed
>several covert operations for the CIA. I sleep once a week; when I do
>sleep, I sleep in a chair. While on vacation in Canada, I successfully
>negotiated with a group of terrorists who had seized a small bakery. The
>laws of physics do not apply to me. I balance, I weave, I dodge, I frolic,
>and my bills are all paid. On weekends, to let off steam, I participate in
>full-contact origami. Years ago I discovered the meaning of life but
>forgot to write it down. I have made extraordinary four course meals using
>only a mouli and a toaster oven. I breed prizewinning clams. I have won
>bullfights in San Juan, cliff-diving competitions in Sri Lanka, and
>spelling bees at the Kremlin. I have played Hamlet, I have performed
>open-heart surgery, and I have spoken with Elvis. But I have not yet gone
>to college.
>_____________________________________________________________________________
>    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
>    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
>    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
>    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
>    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
>                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
>http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 10:02:58 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.DGSYS.COM>
Subject:      Re: DC Hotels
X-To:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960517090958.539371208A-100000@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
 
Linda,
        I've have similar feelings about the entire city of Baltimore.
The best thing that happened to Baltimore is I-95 which allows travelers
to go straight through without stopping, and with the great tunnels, you
don't even have to look.
 
        In March I cancelled my Baltimore Symphony Orchestra subscription
and threw away the remaining tickets because Symphony Hall had become
ringed with aggressive, begging homeless people who made concert-going so
unpleasant that it become necessary to have a police escort to get from
the the doors of the place to the nearby Cathedral Street parking garage.
Then I watch the NBC TV show _Homicide: Life of the Street_ which is
filmed in Baltimore, and I wonder why anyone would want to live there.
 
        What is your impression of Baltimore?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
> On Fri, 17 May 1996, Linda Ziff wrote:
>
> Steve and others: I agree. Don't be fooled by what you think is local
> charm.  The only problem with Adams-Morgan is you have to walk either to
> DuPont Circle or up Connecticut Ave to Woodley Park near Zoo for a Metro
> stop, and Metro stops rather than reconditioned houses should be the sign
> of how useful a place may be.  But eat at El Tamarindo, great cheap
> Salvadorean chop. 18th & Florida....
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
> > On Thu, 16 May 1996, Steve Jamar wrote:
> >
> > That area - 16th NW between Q & R is just north and east of the main area of
> > downtown DC - so it is is mildly off the beaten path.
> >
> > It is a relatively trouble-free area, though I'm chary about walking around
> > any area of DC at night - outside of the mall proper and limited parts of
> > Georgetown.
_____________________________________________________________________________
    m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
    m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
    m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
    m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
    m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
                                            (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 07:17:44 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
X-To:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Something humorous on the net...., From: Edward White <ewhit
 
Sorry, folks--I reposted that admissions essay to y'all, forgetting that
wpa-l is where i read it, and forgetting too that i had read it before!
sigh.
 
Alice Roy
 
>Chet, that admissions essay has been floating about in various forms for
>over a decade.  I wonder if anyone really knows its origin.
>
>To you and Rosemary, on the DC hotel scene, can you say if the following
>location is relatively safe: 16th St NW. betweem Q and R?  A hotel there
>(The Embassy Inn) seems to have the best rates in the area and I am
>wondering why.
>                                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 07:32:37 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
X-To:         "Linda K. Shamoon" <shamoon@URIACC.URI.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: Speaking to learn, From: "Linda K. Shamoon"
 
Linda, I haven't heard of this but certainly want to know more.  It connects
with my recent query to folks about ESL/comp programs--the assumption that
writing is the only place that academic things go on, at least for students.
I look forward to learning more.
 
Alice Roy
 
 
>(This is being posted to two lists; sorry for the duplication!)
>
>Now and then I have heard about "speaking to learn."  Could anyone on this
>list tell me more about this?  Is there a speaking  "movement" (in the same
>way there is a "writing to learn" movement?)  Are there sources or
>practitioners you could refer me to so that I could learn more about
>speaking to learn activities?
>
>I have also noticed that a few participants on this list mention
>communications across the curriculum.  I would be interested in hearing
>about how that plays out on your campus.
>
>I would be glad to collect replies on or off the list and post a summary.
>Thanks!
>Linda
>
>
>
>Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
>Director
>College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
>Department of English
>Independence Hall
>60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
>University of Rhode Island
>Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 07:01:09 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
David--please gloss "stomp the oles" for this transplanted midwesterner.
For me this brings to mind Ole and Lena jokes, for which this list is far
too high-toned.
 
Sue
 
>Nice to hear from another Carleton grad. The class of 65 had neither leaders
>nor followers but everyone marching to a different drum. I guess those were
>leaders without followers. Stomp the oles.
>
>-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
>___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
>___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
>___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 10:49:29 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: DC Hotels
X-To:         Chet <cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com>
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960517094401.6742A-100000@DGS>
 
Dear Chet: Gulp.  Gotta work, gotta live.  I know what you mean about
begging.  But I'd cancel symphony tickets for the generally lame music
rather than the streeters.  The mayor says don't give them money and Marx
said charity is awful but what's a girl to do?  Still, go have a meal at
El Tamerindo and think of what a great place Dc is.  I apologize for
giving offense, or for seeming to say otherwise about DC.  I love it and
spend lotsa time there, good friends in Adams-Morgan, can you believe
it?  Cheers, Linda
 
On Fri, 17 May 1996, Chet wrote:
 
> Linda,
>       I've have similar feelings about the entire city of Baltimore.
> The best thing that happened to Baltimore is I-95 which allows travelers
> to go straight through without stopping, and with the great tunnels, you
> don't even have to look.
>
>       In March I cancelled my Baltimore Symphony Orchestra subscription
> and threw away the remaining tickets because Symphony Hall had become
> ringed with aggressive, begging homeless people who made concert-going so
> unpleasant that it become necessary to have a police escort to get from
> the the doors of the place to the nearby Cathedral Street parking garage.
> Then I watch the NBC TV show _Homicide: Life of the Street_ which is
> filmed in Baltimore, and I wonder why anyone would want to live there.
>
>       What is your impression of Baltimore?
> -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
> > On Fri, 17 May 1996, Linda Ziff wrote:
> >
> > Steve and others: I agree. Don't be fooled by what you think is local
> > charm.  The only problem with Adams-Morgan is you have to walk either to
> > DuPont Circle or up Connecticut Ave to Woodley Park near Zoo for a Metro
> > stop, and Metro stops rather than reconditioned houses should be the sign
> > of how useful a place may be.  But eat at El Tamarindo, great cheap
> > Salvadorean chop. 18th & Florida....
> -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
> > > On Thu, 16 May 1996, Steve Jamar wrote:
> > >
> > > That area - 16th NW between Q & R is just north and east of the main area of
> > > downtown DC - so it is is mildly off the beaten path.
> > >
> > > It is a relatively trouble-free area, though I'm chary about walking around
> > > any area of DC at night - outside of the mall proper and limited parts of
> > > Georgetown.
> _____________________________________________________________________________
>     m m m m m  ccccccc  ggggggg   Chet Pryor, Professor & Testing Coordinator
>     m   m   m  c        g           Department of English
>     m   m   m  c        g   ggg       Montgomery College, Germantown Campus
>     m   m   m  c        g     g         20200 Observation Drive
>     m   m   m  ccccccc  ggggggg           Germantown, Maryland 20876, USA
>                                             (301)353-7765 FAX(301)353-7752
> http://www.clark.net/pub/mc50/mchome.htm      cpryor@DGS.dgsys.com
> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
>
>
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 07:58:11 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/17/96 06:29
 
The whole genre of the application essay could bear studying. My kids got some
really bizarre prompts from some very respectable colleges and universities. I
was trying to figure out what they were looking for. I encouraged my kids to
work on developing a good central thought, to present it in an organized
manner, and to be sure that the prose was error free. I discouraged them from
trying to be cute, since, as we have noted, each cute gambit works once. They
did fine.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 10:03:52 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lowell Frye <LowellF@TIGER.HSC.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
 
I can speak personally of the skill and insight of Patricia Palmerton of
Hamline University in St. Paul, MN, who is head of the speaking across the
curriculum program there.  she is a fine source of information re: speaking
to learn.
 
Lowell Frye
Hampden-Sydney College
lowellf@tiger.hsc.edu
 
 
 
>(This is being posted to two lists; sorry for the duplication!)
>
>Now and then I have heard about "speaking to learn."  Could anyone on this
>list tell me more about this?  Is there a speaking  "movement" (in the same
>way there is a "writing to learn" movement?)  Are there sources or
>practitioners you could refer me to so that I could learn more about
>speaking to learn activities?
>
>I have also noticed that a few participants on this list mention
>communications across the curriculum.  I would be interested in hearing
>about how that plays out on your campus.
>
>I would be glad to collect replies on or off the list and post a summary.
>Thanks!
>Linda
>
>
>
>Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
>Director
>College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
>Department of English
>Independence Hall
>60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
>University of Rhode Island
>Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 08:07:40 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/17/96 07:47
 
Carleton College shares the town of Northfield, Minnesota, with St. Olaf
College. There was a pretty strong rivalry--as you might expect, a real
rivalry heavily dosed with ironic self-awareness on both sides. Thus the
rivalry tended to be manifested, not in fist fights after the game, but more
in the exchange of insults whose worth was measured partly by the pain
inflicted and partly (and perhaps mainly) by wit and clevereness--aesthetic
considerations that could be appreciated by both sides. It's a long way from
Crips and Bloods and drive by shootings.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 10:09:39 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Bergmann <bergmann@CHARLIE.ACC.IIT.EDU>
Subject:      Help!!?
 
I have lost my susbsription to the WAC List.  Could someone please tell
me how to subscribe?  Thanks.
 
Linda S. Bergmann, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of English
Department of Humanities
Illinois Institute of Technology
Chicago, Illinois  60616
 
(312) 567-3462
 
bergmann@charlie.acc.iit.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 07:35:38 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Susan McLeod <mcleod@MAIL.WSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: DC Hotels
 
Also try the Meskerom (not sure how they spell it, since it's a
transliteration)--right in the heart of Adams-Morgan and the best Ethiopian
food this side of Addis Ababa.  Truly a wonderful gastronomic experience.
 
Sue McLeod
 
>Steve and others: I agree. Don't be fooled by what you think is local
>charm.  The only problem with Adams-Morgan is you have to walk either to
>DuPont Circle or up Connecticut Ave to Woodley Park near Zoo for a Metro
>stop, and Metro stops rather than reconditioned houses should be the sign
>of how
>useful a place may be.  But eat at El Tamarindo, great cheap Salvadorean
>chop. 18th & Florida. Cheers, Linda Ziff
>
>On Thu, 16 May 1996, Steve Jamar wrote:
>
>> That area - 16th NW between Q & R is just north and east of the main area of
>> downtown DC - so it is is mildly off the beaten path.
>>
>> It is a relatively trouble-free area, though I'm chary about walking around
>> any area of DC at night - outside of the mall proper and limited parts of
>> Georgetown.
>>
>> Cheers,
>> Steve Jamar
>>
 
Susan McLeod, Associate Dean
College of Liberal Arts
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164-2630
(509)335-4581
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 09:19:30 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net: To study?
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96051707581239@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU> from "David E. Schwalm"
              at May 17, 96 07:58:11 am
 
I too agree with Linda that the application essay as genre is worth some
study; Bob Connors, are you there?  About a decade ago, when I was
consulting with the Association of American Medical Colleges on the
revision of the MCAT (now demanding two essays, BTW), one of the medical
school admissions deans told a committee how HE used those essays: for a
wildly idiosyncratic psychological evaluation of the applicant! His
presentation, designed to show that central scoring of an essay exam was
not necessary, had exactly the opposite effect.  And that's where I first
saw the outasight admission essay recently posted to this net, presumably
sent to some med school.
        Those admission essays are scary vehicles, subject to gross misuse.
                                                --Ed WHite
 
 >
> The whole genre of the application essay could bear studying. My kids got some
> really bizarre prompts from some very respectable colleges and universities. I
> was trying to figure out what they were looking for. I encouraged my kids to
> work on developing a good central thought, to present it in an organized
> manner, and to be sure that the prose was error free. I discouraged them from
> trying to be cute, since, as we have noted, each cute gambit works once. They
> did fine.
>
> -- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
> ___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
> ___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
> ___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 14:35:31 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
 
Linda Ziff makes a provocative suggestion- study personal statements on
applications.  While I certainly will not do that, her note did spark some
thoughts, and, never having had an unpublishable thought  ;-) , I thought I
would share them.  (See, there is another published thought!  If I did it
right, this could go on for a long time - ANOTHER ONE!  )  (Sorry - it is
paper grading time. . . .)
 
For law school the essays are typically not the basis of inclusion, but may
exclude.  Essays in which the English is too badly mangled can exclude
otherwise acceptable candidates.  (Candidates with high enough numbers will
get in even with lousy personal statements.)  Sometimes the personal essays
will help include otherwise marginal candidates.  Insightful personal
statements which seem honest and which seem to reflect the values we want in
our law students help those candidates.
 
The utility of such statements would vary tremendously by school, and, I
think, by discipline (more relevant for graduate work, I assume).  Harvard
Law can pretty much fill a class solely on the basis of high GPA and LSAT
pretty much at random from the applicant pool.  I suppose in that setting the
personal essay may be more meaningful as a key to getting diversity of
experience and values in the class since all of the students are not only
numerically acceptable, but are, on the basis of the numbers, superior.  (I
make no comment here on the validity of the numbers in the individual case or
on the validity of the numbers for identifying attributes other than a
likelihood of success in law school as it is currently conducted.  For that
purpose, the LSAT and GPA are pretty good predictors.)
 
I think several studies could be done - undergraduate, comparative graduate,
empirical study of utility, what features work best, is there a "style" for
these things now?  and such.
 
Cheers,
Steven D. Jamar
Assoc. Prof. & Dir. LRW Program
Howard University School of Law
sjamar@law.howard.edu or sjamar@aol.com
 
"Expediency may tip the scales when arguments are nicely balanced."  Justice
Cardozo, Woolford Realty Co. v. Rose, 286 U.S. 319, 330 (1932)
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 17 May 1996 17:46:41 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Rosemary Winslow <WINSLOW@CUA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: DC HOTELS
 
Ed,
In case you're still looking for a hotel, here's more info.
        --The Embassy Inn is an old townhouse in a residential section,
and doesn't even look like a hotel.  It's on a block with no nightlife,
which means it is not very safe after dark.  It's a block from the
restaurants on 17th Street, though, where outdoor cafes keep that street
lively and safe until late.  But you have to take your chances getting
from the crowded area to the hotel.
 
        --Hotel Windsor Park is two and a half blocks from the Washington
Hilton, in the ritziest section of the city, Kalorama, and practically on
Connecticut Ave.  It's safe to walk there, even quite late.  Phone number
is 202-483-7700.  Rates are $88.00 for a single plus the usual 13% hotel
tax.  They have lots of rooms mid-June.  Very nice, small hotel.
 
        --Best buy--Connecticut--Woodley Guest House, right at Woodley
Park metro station near the zoo, and across the street from the Sheraton
where MLA has met in recent years, and where 4Cs was until last year.
It's a bit shorter walk than Dupont Circle metro stop would be, about 10
minutes, but you have to go over a long and high bridge over Rock Creek
Park to get there--wonderful view and perfectly safe in the daylight, not
so good after 10PM.  But then you're right on one of the best restaurant
blocks in the city, at Woodley Road and Conn. Ave., so you may not need
to walk anywhere after dark.  That block is lively after dark.  Good
blues cafe right there too.  The rooms run $50.00 for a single
with shared bath, and $61.00 for a single with private bath.  That's
*with* taxes already added in.  They have rooms for mid-June available.
Phone no. is 202-667-0218.
        --The Tabard Inn has the best atmosphere, and you can walk very
safely there at night from Dupont Circle.  The Circle is crowded until
late at night; it's the safest area in the entire city.  The
Washington old-timers (the "cave-dwellers"--third and fourth
generation folks)
        --If you've been tempted by the list talk to go to Adams Morgan,
it's great to visit and dine there, but I wouldn't stay there.  It's a
bit farther to the northwest of the Dupont Circle area than you want to
be, and there's no near metro stop.  You have to walk through some
dangerous areas to get there.  The last few years Adams Morgan has been
volatile when the heat starts--i.e, mid-June.
 
The Conn.-Woodley Guest House looks great to me, considering both price
and location.  Much nicer than the Embassy Inn--MUCH.  I've frequently
walked  there at night--even a couple of blocks from Conn., there are people
around.  And you can get breakfast at the Sheraton, the Roy Rogers, or
the Dunkin Donuts right by the metro stop.  There's a deli and pharmacy
there too, open early.
 
Hope this helps.  That's all the inexpensive places I have been able to
locate.
                                --Rosemary
=========================================================================
Date:         Sat, 18 May 1996 08:52:36 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: DC HOTELS
X-To:         Rosemary Winslow <WINSLOW@CUA.EDU>
 
In-Reply-To: Re: DC HOTELS, From: Rosemary Winslow <W
 
I certainly hope all this stuff on Washington lodging is being archived.
what a gold mine!  Thanks in advance to all who contributed.
 
Alice Roy
Cal State LA
aroycalstatela.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 19 May 1996 21:38:29 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Linda K. Shamoon" <shamoon@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
 
>I can speak personally of the skill and insight of Patricia Palmerton of
>Hamline University in St. Paul, MN, who is head of the speaking across the
>curriculum program there.  she is a fine source of information re: speaking
>to learn.
>
Linda--contact Robert Weiss at Depauw (317-658-4490,
robertweiss@depauw.edu) who publishes the Speaking Across the Curriculum
(SAC) newsletter.
 
 
Yes, there is an "oral communication across the curriculum" movement, but it
is not nearly as well-established as WAC.  You might contact Michael Cronin
at Radford
University in Virginia.  He runs a program and publishes a nationally
distributed newsletter on the subject.  He and Philip Glenn also wrote an
article in Communication Education some time back: Volume 40 (October 1191)
that presented a "state of the art" perspective on the movement.
 
You might also get in touch with Patricia Palmerton at Hamline University in
Minnesota; she directs workshops on the subject, as does Kathleen Galvin,
School of Communication, Northwestern University.  I hope this helps.  Carl
Lovitt
 
 I suggest you email George Grice
(ggrice@runet.edu) or Michael Cronin (mcronin@runet.edu) for more info.
They both head up the OCP. You might also try the grad assistant at OCP.
Her name is Tara Wiedeman. Unfortunately, I don't have her email address,
but you can probably reach her through Cronin or Grice.
 
Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
Director
College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
Department of English
Independence Hall
60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 19 May 1996 21:48:41 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Linda K. Shamoon" <shamoon@URIACC.URI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
 
Folks,
I think I just pushed the wrong key and sent to this list a compilation of
replies to my query about speaking to learn.  This compliation may seem
puzzling as it is now written.  Sorry!  A more sensible list will follow in
the next few days.
 
 Those of you  who replied--thank you very much!
Linda
 
Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
Director
College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
Department of English
Independence Hall
60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
University of Rhode Island
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
=========================================================================
Date:         Mon, 20 May 1996 10:10:53 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Donna Gorrell <DGORRELL@TIGGER.STCLOUD.MSUS.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
 
I have two books on my shelves from NCTE related to speaking to learn:
Perspectives on Talk and Learning, ed Susan Hynds and Donald L. Rubin (1990)
and Exploring Speaking-Writing Relationships: Connections and Contrasts, ed
Barry M. Kroll and Roberta J. Vann (1981).  You could also look into those
books and articles on writing center teaching.
Donna Gorrell
dgorrell@tigger.stcloud.msus.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 21 May 1996 10:33:56 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Linda Ziff <linziff@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
X-To:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
In-Reply-To:  <960517143530_115715129@emout12.mail.aol.com>
 
Steve Jamar: Yes, well, that 's how they work or are supposed to.  Still,
one is curious to know how they got started in the first place.  Can you
imagine some august committee saying: Let's require an autobiographical
essay because everyone knows the most interesting autobiogs are the ones
that don't say what we want them to or what we expect.  Then, of course,
they met and said: Do we really have time to psychoanalyze the blanks?
And then: Let's just look for spelling errors and dangling modifiers and
forget the style.  And finally: Is it true the candidate's uncle is very
rich? Or: turn the fan on and see which ones blow off the desk.  Cheers,
Linda Ziff  linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 21 May 1996 09:42:22 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Sokal satire in LF
In-Reply-To:  <10E5B5438F@jkhbhrc.byu.edu> from "Gary Hatch" at May 16,
              96 09:07:10 am
 
Try to get hold of the latest issue of Lingua Franca (May-June 1996:62-64)
for a stunning account by NYU physics prof Alan Sokal of an article he
published in the Spring/Summer 1996 issue of Social Text.  He intended it
as a spoof of critical jargon and filled it with nonsensical connections
between math/physics and poststructural theory.  The editors took it
seriously, despite its lack of evidence or logical connections, and
printed it. He attacks his own article as "self-indulgent nonsense."
Worth reading, particularly by those of us, like me, who teach critical
theory as well as comp.  --Ed Whit
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 21 May 1996 12:51:22 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irene Patterson Ward <iward@KSU.KSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Something humorous on the net.... (fwd)
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PMDF.3.91.960521102521.539423424A-100000@JHUVMS.HCF.JHU.EDU>
 
I heard an interesting paper a CCCC about a proposal made in the
California system to replace the affirmative action procedures with a
personal essay to accompany application materials in which the student is to
document his/her disadvantages.
I understand that a parody was written for one of the SF newspapers.
Anybody else see it?  The ethical issues are interesting as well as the
potential for fraud.  Any thoughts?
 
Irene Ward
Director of Expository Writing
Kansas State University
iward@ksu.ksu.edu
 
On Tue, 21 May 1996, Linda Ziff wrote:
 
> Steve Jamar: Yes, well, that 's how they work or are supposed to.  Still,
> one is curious to know how they got started in the first place.  Can you
> imagine some august committee saying: Let's require an autobiographical
> essay because everyone knows the most interesting autobiogs are the ones
> that don't say what we want them to or what we expect.  Then, of course,
> they met and said: Do we really have time to psychoanalyze the blanks?
> And then: Let's just look for spelling errors and dangling modifiers and
> forget the style.  And finally: Is it true the candidate's uncle is very
> rich? Or: turn the fan on and see which ones blow off the desk.  Cheers,
> Linda Ziff  linziff@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 23 May 1996 12:34:08 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <LBEASON@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      advice for PhD applicants?
 
In a week or so, I'm holding a small workshop for our MA candidates
about the job search, esp. in teaching writing.  But I'd like to
devote a little time to applying for PhD programs in English or ESL
(not just writing).
 
Can I ask for any advice--especially from those of you at PhD-granting
schools--you might have to MA or MFA graduates who are either looking
around for a PhD program or who are in the process of applying?  I
realize these matters can be quite complex, but any do's & dont's
would be much appreciated.  I'd like to compile some suggestions &
observations to present to the MA/MFA students at my workshop.
 
Feel free to send any feedback directly to me or to the whole WPA
group.
 
Many thanks,
Larry Beason
Eastern Washington University
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 23 May 1996 13:56:38 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Duane Roen <dhroen@IMAP1.ASU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
X-To:         Larry Beason <LBEASON@EWU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <01I51MYJ2SN6QOAMQL@ewu.edu>
 
Larry,
Because students applying to Ph.D. programs in rhetoric and composition
often have degrees in areas other than rhetoric and composition, their
purpose statements should explain why they've made the decision to do
such a degree. They should expalin where they've been intellectually and
where they'd like to go.  That kind of information very much helps
admissions committees decide whether there is a good match between the
program and the student's interests.
 
Best,
Duane
 
Duane Roen, Director of Composition
Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 23 May 1996 16:32:10 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Tim Peeples <peeples@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.960523134607.2884D-100000@general2.asu.edu>
 
It's only been two years since I went through the application process, so
it's still pretty fresh in my mind.  I can't give you a perspective from
a reviewer of Ph.D. applications, but there are two suggestions made to
me that I would pass on as a writer of these applications.
 
First, as Duane points out, applicants need to make a connection with the
program and faculty to which they're applying.  Just as the principles of
rhetoric and resume writing tell us, applicants should "do their
research/homework" on the organization to which they are applying, and then
represent in what ways their interests "connect" with those of the
program/faculty.  Not only is this important in getting *in* a program,
but maybe even more importantly, program research and determining how
applicants' interests connect with the programs to which they apply will
improve the applicants' chances of getting the most out of a program,
enjoying life while in a program, making connections with folks who share
their interests, and positioning themselves for the job market that sits
ahead of them.  I know of several students around the country who did
*not* do this kind of research, and even though their qualifications were
good enough to get them into really good programs, they are not really
satisfied with the educations in which they are engaged.
 
The second bit of advice I got and think (?) helped me in the more
immediate process of applying was that even though some of the "statement
of purpose" prompts sound like programs want a sort of inspirational,
mini-autobiography, most of the "effective" statements of purpose are
written more along the lines of a mini-dissertation proposal.  This again
is a way for the program to see how an applicant "connects" with the
program.  Consequently, writing this statement requires the applicant to
do a bit of research.
 
Having never been part of an applicant review committee, I'm obviously
only passing on some of the "tips" that *I* received when applying.
Certainly, those people who are/have been serving on review committees
would be able to give much more reliable info. on this.
 
Tim Peeples                                     peeples@omni.cc.purdue.edu
Rhetoric and Composition Program
Purdue University
 
 
On Thu, 23 May 1996, Duane Roen wrote:
 
> Larry,
> Because students applying to Ph.D. programs in rhetoric and composition
> often have degrees in areas other than rhetoric and composition, their
> purpose statements should explain why they've made the decision to do
> such a degree. They should expalin where they've been intellectually and
> where they'd like to go.  That kind of information very much helps
> admissions committees decide whether there is a good match between the
> program and the student's interests.
>
> Best,
> Duane
>
> Duane Roen, Director of Composition
> Department of English                   (602) 965-3853 (office)
> Arizona State University                (602) 491-6813 (home)
> Tempe, AZ  85287-0302                   Duane.Roen@asu.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 23 May 1996 15:35:14 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/23/96 14:32
 
A couple of general tips. 1) get the name of the university right. I never
much enjoyed reading applications from someone enthusing about the program at
the University of Arizona. 2) don't romanticize writing instruction. "Miss
America" type statements of purpose don't play very well. 3) Don't treat
writing instruction as a necessary but unpleasant step on the way to teaching
lit. You wouldn't think applications for a Rhet/comp program would do this,
but you'd be surprised. 4) Don't commit too strongly to a particular
philosophy of instruction. Touchy-feelies don't play well in more rhetorically
oriented programs; grammarians don't play well in most places; rhetoricians
look a little chilly to the touchy-feelies. Anyway, if you're that committed
to a particular view, why enroll in the program? 5) Don't get to cute or
poetic. I often used the statements of purpose as an index of the
sophistication of the applicant's non-fiction prose. A "poetic" statement was
useless to me. 6) Your statement should be error free.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 23 May 1996 16:42:32 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Gail Stygall <stygall@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
X-To:         Larry Beason <LBEASON@EWU.EDU>
In-Reply-To:  <01I51MYJ2SN6QOAMQL@ewu.edu>
 
Larry:
As Duane suggests, it's good idea to explain a newly found interest in
composition and rhetoric.  It's also a good idea to make sure that the
writing sample they send, if requested, relates to composition and
rhetoric.  And it's also reasonable to want applicants to know why they
want to go to our particular institution and which faculty members they
can see themselves working with.  Here in Seattle, we sometimes get
applications in which the subtext is "gee, it's so beautiful and I love
mountain climbing, so..." (not, of course, from any composition and
rhetoric applicants!).  And work hard on the personal statement -- it
often is the piece of paper that makes the critical difference.
Gail
 
______________________________________________________________________________
Gail Stygall <stygall@u.washington.edu>              (206) 685-2384
Editor, _CCCC Bibliography of Composition and Rhetoric_
English, Box 354330, University of Washington, Seattle WA 98195-4330
______________________________________________________________________________
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 23 May 1996 18:52:50 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Greg Siering <00gjsiering@BSUVC.BSU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
 
>Date: Thu, 23 May 1996 13:56:38 -0700
>From: Duane Roen <dhroen@IMAP1.ASU.EDU>
>Subject: Re: advice for PhD applicants?
> . . .
>. . . They should expalin where they've been intellectually and
>where they'd like to go.  That kind of information very much helps
>admissions committees decide whether there is a good match between the
>program and the student's interests.
 
Add to that the underlying need for the student to know well the
program applied to... and to demonstrate that knowledge.  This seems
like an assumption underlying Duane's comment, but too often
prosepective students don't do their homework on our programs.
 
The best letters and files I read are tailored to our program; the
student knows our program and strengths and shows how s/he will fit
in (and grow) here.  Students who blindly mail the same generic
materials to several programs aren't really showing their skills as
rhetoricians.  Ironic, no?
 
 
                                                  _______
Greg Siering                                     |.-----.|\
Department of English                            ||     || |
Ball State University                            ||_____|| |
00gjsiering@bsuvc.bsu.edu                   , ' ,`======='/
http://bsuvc.bsu.edu/~00gjsiering/  , , , '     /:::::::/
                                                ~~~~~~~~
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 23 May 1996 22:13:39 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Irwin Weiser <iweiser@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96052315351526@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU> from "David E. Schwalm"
              at May 23, 96 03:35:14 pm
 
David makes good points about ways to talk about teaching in the
statement of purpose.  I'd just like to add that applicants should be
encouraged to say something about teaching.  I've seen countless
statements of purpose that don't mention teaching at all.  Such
statements may not hurt an applicant's prospects of admission, but
they don't help their chances of getting a teaching assistantship.
 
Bud
--
 
iweiser@omni.cc.purdue.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 07:04:19 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Patricia LaCoste <plc@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
In-Reply-To:  <199605240313.WAA00827@omni.cc.purdue.edu>
 
I just want to second what Tim Peeples said about matching the program to
your interests.  Different schools do different kinds of work.  This was
not self-evident to me until I was well into my MA.  I did a lot of
research before I chose which schools I applied to, which helped me limit
my applications to those schools I would really want to attend.  I think
this is *very* important.  I work more closely with the people here than
at any other university I've attended; the work is hard and at least for
me, liking what I'm doing and who I'm doing it with makes the continuous
effort possible.  It's also important to know that the program I'm working
in is setting me up to do the kind of work I want to do for the rest of my
career (the job market may not allow me to, but the program is setting me
up to look for a particular type of work).
 
I would also recommend that prospective students try to get in touch with
grad students already in the program.  Try looking at web pages and
asking professors for contacts.  I know that a conversation I had with a
grad student here is what finally convinced me that moving from warm and
sunny Virginia to cold and gray Wisconsin was the right choice (after
this winter, however...).
 
Patricia
 
Patricia LaCoste
plc@csd.uwm.edu
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 10:06:34 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Randall L. Popken" <POPKEN@TARLETON.EDU>
Subject:      Reply to Re: Reply to Re: Reply to Re: Please help!
In-Reply-To:  <199604261353.GAA19893@yei.csulb.edu>
 
Dick:
 
When is the new book coming out?  I'll look forward to reading it.  I hope you h
ave a good summer.  Christie and I plan to do a little traveling again.  No conf
erences this time, just fun-travel, maybe some tent-camping, probably some time
at our relatives' places in Nebraska.
 
Best wishes,
 
Randy Popken
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 10:26:33 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Sokal satire in LF
 
>Try to get hold of the latest issue of Lingua Franca (May-June 1996:62-64)
>for a stunning account by NYU physics prof Alan Sokal of an article he
>published in the Spring/Summer 1996 issue of Social Text.  He intended it
>as a spoof of critical jargon and filled it with nonsensical connections
>between math/physics and poststructural theory.  The editors took it
>seriously, despite its lack of evidence or logical connections, and
>printed it. He attacks his own article as "self-indulgent nonsense."
>Worth reading, particularly by those of us, like me, who teach critical
>theory as well as comp.  --Ed White
 
Clearly, Sokal is suffering from the illusion of subjectivity.  Whatever "he"
(thinks he) intends, the chronotope within which his work is imbricated has
produced a text that resists the hegemony of ironic intentionality.
 
Keith Rhodes,                            -----------------------
English Department, Perrin Hall         |"Let us not pretend to |
Northwest Missouri State University     | doubt in philosophy   |
Maryville, MO  64468                    | what we do not doubt  |
816-562-1860                            | in our hearts."       |
krhodes@acad.nwmissouri.edu             |     -- Charles Peirce |
http://www.nwmissouri.edu/~krhodes
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 08:37:12 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Irony
 
Whatever Keith said is probably true.
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 09:10:15 -0900
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Maureen Arrigo <marrigo@cwsl.edu>" <mja@CWSL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Sokal satire in LF
In-Reply-To:  <960524102633.6080547e@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
 
Keith - you are TOO funny!
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Maureen J. Arrigo-Ward J.D.                   INTERNET:  marrigo@cwsl.edu
Legal Skills Professor and Program Director      PHONE:  619-525-1430
California Western School of Law                   FAX:  619-696-9999
225 Cedar Street, San Diego, CA  92101
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 11:11:35 +0100
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         debaron@UIUC.EDU
Subject:      Re: Sokal satire in LF
X-cc:         p-prior@uiuc.edu
 
Here are my thoughts on the issue, which I just happened to throw together
last night.
 
 
I think there is nothing better than a good literary hoax, and Alan Sokal's
Lingua Franca/Social Text hoax and the various responses to it have
certainly brightened my week. But Prof. Sokal's joke raises some
interesting problems. For one thing, we have the irony of Sokal, a
physicist, complaining about dense, jargon-riddled prose. Once I asked a
high-energy physicist friend what she was working on. Her response was, "I
couldn't explain it in terms that you would understand."
 
More important, Sokal's send-up of cultural studies raises the thorny
problem of judging the authority and validity of specialized or
cutting-edge texts. The editors of scholarly journals normally send
submissions out for peer review before deciding whether or not to publish
them. But as research in all areas becomes more and more specialized, it
becomes ever harder to find knowledgeable reviewers. To cite one pertinent
example, the journal Physical Review Letters, which publishes late-breaking
research in physics, Prof. Sokal's field, is often hard-pressed to find
anyone besides the authors of a particular article who are qualified to
judge the research being presented. As a result, editors and reviewers
often have little to go on except whether or not the writers sound like
they know what they're doing.
 
In science, as in other fields, talking the talk has become the ticket to
publication. The editors' safety net is that once you are published,
readers will judge whether you can also walk the walk.
 
Dennis
--
 
Dennis Baron                                           debaron@uiuc.edu
 
Department of English                         office: 217-333-2392
University of Illinois                                fax: 217-333-4321
608 South Wright Street
Urbana, Illinois 61801
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 09:38:09 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Sokal satire in LF
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PCN.3.91.960524091011.4826C-100000@[206.216.154.107]> from
              "Maureen Arrigo" at May 24, 96 09:10:15 am
 
Keith's parody of a parody = P squared.  What is the P-value of that?
                                                --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 13:12:38 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Keith Rhodes <KRHODES@ACAD.NWMISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Sokal satire in LF
 
>Keith's parody of a parody = P squared.  What is the P-value of that?
>                                                --Ed White
 
Parody?  What parody?  You mean I didn't mean it?
 
Oh, yeah -- that's what I was saying would happen, isn't it?
 
I never will get the hang of this theory stuff.
 
[p.s. - P cubed?]
 
Keith Rhodes?
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 15:04:55 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: Sokal satire in LF
 
Actually, Sokal's disclaimer is mere hypotronic dissemblinating
deconstruction of access-limited heuristic models of artifrice and
embellished isotonic parameters of post-modern textualism.
 
Steve Jamar
Howard Law
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 24 May 1996 17:49:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Carolyn R. Miller" <crmiller@NCSU.EDU>
Subject:      Address for Bartholomae
 
Can anyone give me Dave Bartholomae's e-mail address?  Thanks.
 
Carolyn R. Miller
Department of English
North Carolina State University
Raleigh, NC  27695-8105
 
919-515-4126
919-515-1836 fax
crmiller@ncsu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Sun, 26 May 1996 19:03:25 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Patricia LaCoste <plc@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      help (fwd)
 
I am forwarding this on behalf of Pat Belanoff.
 
Patricia LaCoste
plc@csd.uwm.edu
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Fri, 24 May 1996 22:36:56 -0400 (EDT)
From: Patricia A. Belanoff <PBELANOFF@ccmail.sunysb.edu>
 
 
               State University of New York at Stony Brook
                       Stony Brook, NY 11794-5350
 
                                            Patricia A. Belanoff
                                            English
                                            516 632-7390
                                            24-May-1996 10:36pm EDT
FROM:  PBELANOFF
TO:    Remote Addressee                     ( _portnet@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu )
 
Subject: help
 
Dear portnetters:
 
Some of you may have heard already that our University is trashing our writing
program; we have been labelled as ineffective, as not functioning well for our
students, etc--despite having two outside reviews in the past 8 years which
spoke of the program in glowing terms.
 
When we say that our program is well regarded nationally and has been widely
copied, our provost says, "Prove it!"  How can we do that?
 
However, if your own program or some other program you know of has used us as a
model and/or if you are willing to testify to the national reputation of our
program, could you please address a letter to our Provosot Rollin Richmond and
send it % of me at 893 E. 19 St. Brooklyn NY 11230--we'd appreciate.
 
And if you have any other suggestions about how to "prove" our statements,
please pass them along.  Things here are churning!
 
Pat
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 28 May 1996 08:45:34 +0000
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         ljohnson@MAIL.WSU.EDU
Subject:      WPA list serve
 
Please sign me up to participate in the list serve.
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 28 May 1996 10:18:51 -0800
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Larry Beason <LBEASON@EWU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: advice for PhD applicants?
 
Many thanks to those who emailed me with advice for grad students
applying for PhD programs. Much of the advice reflects the same
strategies that people use (or should) use when applying for
a job in the workforce, but I'm afraid too often grad students
overlook the need to tailor their materials to the school they're
applying for.
 
Larry Beason
Eastern Washington University
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 28 May 1996 17:39:39 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Mara Holt 614-593-2836 <HOLT@OUVAXA.CATS.OHIOU.EDU>
Subject:      Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
    A few weeks ago I asked the members of the list for information
    concerning the number of grad assistants assigned to WPAs, how many
    hours a week, etc.  I had to put together a defense for the Dean
    arguing why I needed a grad assistant for fifteen hours a week.  I put
    together a chart with the information I received.  If you would like a
    copy, e-mail me and give me your snail-mail address.
 
    Sincerely,
 
    Mara Holt
    Director of Composition
    Ohio University, Athens
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 28 May 1996 18:17:12 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Dona J. Hickey" <hickey@URVAX.URICH.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
Mara,
 
I would like a copy of the chart you prepared, but I didn't see your e-mail
address in the message or header.  Sorry to use the list for this request.
My snail-mail address in the signature.  Thanks,  Dona
 
At 05:39 PM 5/28/96 -0400, you wrote:
>    A few weeks ago I asked the members of the list for information
>    concerning the number of grad assistants assigned to WPAs, how many
>    hours a week, etc.  I had to put together a defense for the Dean
>    arguing why I needed a grad assistant for fifteen hours a week.  I put
>    together a chart with the information I received.  If you would like a
>    copy, e-mail me and give me your snail-mail address.
>
>    Sincerely,
>
>    Mara Holt
>    Director of Composition
>    Ohio University, Athens
>
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dona J. Hickey, Associate Professor   hickey@urvax.urich.edu
Director of Composition and WAC       http://www.urich.edu/~writing/dona.html
English Department                    804-289-8302
University of Richmond, VA 23173
 
"An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered."  Chesterton
=========================================================================
Date:         Tue, 28 May 1996 21:15:56 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Peter Dow Adams <AdamsBalt@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
Could someone e-mail me the details on the WPA seminar and conference this
summer-dates, costs, etc for the seminar and the conference.
 
Peter Adams
AdamsBalt@aol.com
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 29 May 1996 09:21:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Sonja Bagby <sbagby@WESTGA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
In-Reply-To:  <A3163ZWIAO0T9D*/R=OUVAXA/R=A1/U=HOLT/@MHS>
 
On Tue, 28 May 1996, Mara Holt 614-593-2836 wrote:
 
>     A few weeks ago I asked the members of the list for information
>     concerning the number of grad assistants assigned to WPAs, how many
>     hours a week, etc.  I had to put together a defense for the Dean
>     arguing why I needed a grad assistant for fifteen hours a week.  I put
>     together a chart with the information I received.  If you would like a
>     copy, e-mail me and give me your snail-mail address.
>
>     Sincerely,
>
>     Mara Holt
>     Director of Composition
>     Ohio University, Athens
DEAR MARA,
I WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOUR CHART! I AM PUTTING TOGETHER A DEFENSE OF MY OWN
AS A NEW WRITING CENTER COORDINATOR!
THANK YOU,
SONJA BAGBY
WRITING CENTER COORDINATOR
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AND PHILOSOPHY
WEST GEORGIA COLLEGE
CARROLLTON, GA  30118-2200
PHONE:770-830-2258
FAX770-830-2334>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 29 May 1996 06:21:45 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      socal wpa conference
 
                ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PROPOSALS
 
    SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WRITING PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS AFFILIATE CONFERENCE
 
 
                COMPOSITION SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA STYLE:
 
                 WHERE ARE WE NOW?  WHERE ARE WE GOING?
 
 
                            OCTOBER 5, 1996
 
               at CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LOS ANGELES
 
Colleagues are invited from a wide variety of institutions in Southern
California:  the California State University, the University of California,
and the California Community Colleges systems; independent private colleges
and universities; and local high school English departments.  Because writing
program administration affects all of us involved in writing research and
instruction, through curriculum, pedagogy, and research agendas, not just
WPAs themselves, the conference is oriented toward all practitioners and
researchers in Southern California. Our northern sisters and brothers,
as well as folks from farther afield, are welcome, too.
 
FEATURED SPEAKERS:            TILLY WARNOCK "Rhetoric in/and Composition"
                              BETTY BAMBERG "Alternative Models of First-Year
                                                    Composition"
                              MARK WILEY "The High School/College Connection"
 
Luncheon honoring ROSS WINTEROWD, founding director of the Rhetoric,
Linguistics, and Literature program at the University of Southern California.
 
In afternoon sessions, speakers will present brief (10-minute) introductions
to their topics and facilitate discussions of the issues. The organizers will
group presentations on similar topics together. Special interest workshops are
 
also possible.
 
        DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS:  JUNE 30, 1996
 
Send proposals for topics and presentations for afternoon sessions to:
Alice Roy
Southern California WPA
Department of English
California State University, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA  90032
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 29 May 1996 09:25:12 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Sonja Bagby <sbagby@WESTGA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
In-Reply-To:  <960528211555_312497997@emout07.mail.aol.com>
 
On Tue, 28 May 1996, Peter Dow Adams wrote:
 
> Could someone e-mail me the details on the WPA seminar and conference this
> summer-dates, costs, etc for the seminar and the conference.
>
> Peter Adams
> AdamsBalt@aol.com
>
I WOULD LIKE THAT MATERIAL ALSO, IF ANYONE SEES THIS MESSAGE!
SONJA BAGBY
sbagby@westga.edu
West Georgia College
Carrollton, Georgia 30118-2200
p
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 29 May 1996 06:38:24 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         alice roy 02-11-93 <aroy@CALSTATELA.EDU>
Subject:      composition and esl
 
Thanks to those who responded to my request for descriptions of
administrative and curricular relationships between composition/rhetoric and
ESL. I'm reproducing the mini-survey below--if anyone else is able to
contribute info, I'd surely appreciate it.
 
I'm interested to know how composition and esl/tesol interests play out
programmatically at institutions around the country.  For instance, ESL
students can be entirely separately "tracked" for composition courses, or they
may be taught separately in pre-bac courses but "mainstreamed" in f-y writing
courses,  and some schools have special classes just for international
students, just to name a few possibilities.
 
(1) I'd like to know if people have one of these models on their campus, or
another sort of configuration.
 
(2)  Also at issue is how students are identified for ESL composition courses
and whether they are required or advised to take such courses.
 
(3)  And curriculum:  if ESL and native-speaker composition are separate, how
do the two differ?  To what extent are they similar?
 
(4) Administration/location: are the ESL courses under the supervision of the
wpa or directed, staffed, and administered separately, and if so, by whom?
 
(5)  And finally, how satisfied are you with the arrangement on your campus?
What problems do you experience/observe/hear about?  What benefits?
 
If folks would have the time to respond to these questions, I'd very much
appreciate it.  Shorthand and phrases OK, whatever's convenient for you, just
so I can get the gist of it.
 
Thanks,
 
Alice Roy
Cal State LA
aroy@calstatela.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 29 May 1996 09:44:20 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Beth Daniell <dbeth@CLEMSON.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
 
Mara, I'd like a copy of your report.
 English-- Clemson Univ
Box 341503
Clemson, SC 29634-1503                 Beth
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 29 May 1996 09:04:48 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         David Jolliffe <djolliff@CONDOR.DEPAUL.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Grad Asst to WPA - Infor
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SUN.3.91.960529092408.884B-100000@sun.cc.westga.edu>
 
In response to Peter's and Sonja's queries:  The WPA Workshop is July 29
through August 1 at Miami of Ohio.  Kathy Yancey and I will lead the
workshop.  The fee for it is $720 if you want a single room and $550 if
you can share a room.  The fee includes all workshop materials, meals,
coffee breaks, and four night's lodging.  The WPA Summer Conference
follows immediately, August 1-4, also at Miami of Ohio.  The conference's
theme is "The Intellectual Work of the WPA."  Featured speakers include
Keith Gilyard, Andrea Lunsford, David Schwalm, and Charles Schuster.  The
conference fee is $185 and covers all materials, coffee breaks, two
dinners, a cocktail party, and a Sunday brunch.  Information on housing
will be sent to you when you register.
 
Chuck Schuster (cis@csd.uwm.edu) has more information about both the
workshop and the conference.
 
Best,
 
David Jolliffe
Director of Writing Programs
DePaul University
802 West Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL  60614
312-325-7000, ext. 1783
 
On Wed, 29 May 1996, Sonja Bagby wrote:
 
> On Tue, 28 May 1996, Peter Dow Adams wrote:
>
> > Could someone e-mail me the details on the WPA seminar and conference this
> > summer-dates, costs, etc for the seminar and the conference.
> >
> > Peter Adams
> > AdamsBalt@aol.com
> >
> I WOULD LIKE THAT MATERIAL ALSO, IF ANYONE SEES THIS MESSAGE!
> SONJA BAGBY
> sbagby@westga.edu
> West Georgia College
> Carrollton, Georgia 30118-2200
> p
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Wed, 29 May 1996 15:19:43 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@OSF1.GMU.EDU>
Subject:      help (fwd)
X-To:         wpa-l%asuacad@cunyvm.cuny.edu
 
Date: Wed, 29 May 1996 13:52:04 -0400 (EDT)
From: "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS" <cthaiss@osf1.gmu.edu>
X-Sender: cthaiss@mason2.gmu.edu
To: wac-l@asuvm.inre.asu.edu
Subject: Re: help (fwd)
Message-Id: <Pine.OSF.3.91.960529134744.6256B-100000@mason2.gmu.edu>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII
 
I'm forwarding, with her permission, Pat Belanoff's response to my
request for more information about the situation at SUNY-Stony Brook she
described in an earlier post to the list.
 
Chris Thaiss
George Mason Univ.
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
Date: Mon, 27 May 1996 09:32:37 -0400 (EDT)
From: Patricia A. Belanoff <PBELANOFF@ccmail.sunysb.edu>
To: cthaiss@osf1.gmu.edu
Subject: Re: help (fwd)
 
 
               State University of New York at Stony Brook
                       Stony Brook, NY 11794-5350
 
                                            Patricia A. Belanoff
                                            English
                                            516 632-7390
                                            27-May-1996 09:18am EDT
FROM:  PBELANOFF
TO:    "CHRISTOPHER J. THAISS"              ( _cthaiss@osf1.gmu.edu )
 
Subject: Re: help (fwd)
 
Chris:
 
Thanks for your prompt response.  What you suggest is exactly the sort of
letter we need--and it probably should be quiet brief so the provost may
actually look at it!
 
In short, our situation is this.  Last year, the director of undergraduate
studies created a task force to look at "writing at Stony Brook," an idea we
all applauded.  However, its chairman was a man who disliked Peter Elbow and
his methods and believes in teaching grammar as such and as one of the major
components of a writing course.  Not one single person on that committee had
anything to do with the writing program.  As the only person on campus tenured
in the field, I was never asked for input--though I tried to give it, sending
articles on how to and not to teach grammar, what a first-year course should
look like and so forth--but to no avail.
 
The report basically came to two conclusions: that our writing center should be
expanded (hurrah) and that our course should be redesigned to focus on grammar,
organization, topic sentences, documentation, and so forth.  Somehow those on
the committee got the idea that our course was mainly personal writing (they
don't understand freewriting at all) despite the fact that 3 of the 4 papers in
our final portfolios are academic genres.
 
We wrote elaborate responses to the report, also to no avail.  We invited the
committee members to look at our placement essays, sit in our classes, talk to
students and teachers, look at final portfolios.  NOT ONE OF THEM EVER DID!
 
The upshot of this was that our new Provost recommended that the Writing
Program be removed from the English Department and be put under the
jurisdiction of our Dean for Undergraduate Education who proceeded to design a
second semester course on his own and double the number of sections he wanted
us to offer in the fall without consulting any of us about who would teach
these courses.  They then decided to up the teaching load of our graduate
students in order to cover these courses--without consulting with the graduate
students (this would mean each of them would have 50 students to teach plus
their own graduate work).  They happen to be unionized and took a tough stance
which the English Department backed.  Now we may have to go out and hire 15 to
20 part-timers--something we have never done.
 
The adminstration is totally unaware of the status of our writing program and
of the effect it has had on so many other programs.  They think of us as some
kind of nutty anomoly which encourages students to drivel on paper and doesn't
care about form or content.  They want us to be solely a service course.
 
When we finally were able to get a meeting with those with decision-making
power, we said that our program was emulated and that we were not so different
from other programs and in fact were highly regarded, we were told "prove it."
So we're trying to do a bit of this--it's annoying to spend time this way an to
ask others to come to our defense, but perhaps it's a good lesson for all of us
because others are being critically examined in much the same way.
 
We have heard now that the administration is willing to put up the money to
hire a new director for the writing program (I've actually been out of the
position for a couple of years, but will go back in next year just as a holding
action) and will have a national search next year.  We're pleased about that,
but still want to collect some testimony.
 
Thanks for your willingness to support us.
 
Pat
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 30 May 1996 12:13:43 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Alice M Gillam <agillam@CSD.UWM.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
In-Reply-To:  <v01510100adc2268f8dec@[131.128.23.181]>
 
5/30
 
Linda - A colleague of mine from the Communications Department just made
a presentation on speaking to learn.  His name John (Jack) Johnson and
his e-mail address is johnson@csd.uwm.edu.  I told him you might be
contacting him.
 
Alice Gillam
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee
 
On Fri, 17 May 1996, Linda K. Shamoon wrote:
 
> (This is being posted to two lists; sorry for the duplication!)
>
> Now and then I have heard about "speaking to learn."  Could anyone on this
> list tell me more about this?  Is there a speaking  "movement" (in the same
> way there is a "writing to learn" movement?)  Are there sources or
> practitioners you could refer me to so that I could learn more about
> speaking to learn activities?
>
> I have also noticed that a few participants on this list mention
> communications across the curriculum.  I would be interested in hearing
> about how that plays out on your campus.
>
> I would be glad to collect replies on or off the list and post a summary.
> Thanks!
> Linda
>
>
>
> Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
> Director
> College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
> Department of English
> Independence Hall
> 60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
> University of Rhode Island
> Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 30 May 1996 16:16:40 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Sonja Bagby <sbagby@WESTGA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
In-Reply-To:  <Pine.OSF.3.91.960530121103.17752B-100000@alpha1.csd.uwm.edu>
 
On Thu, 30 May 1996, Alice M Gillam wrote:
 
> 5/30
>
> Linda - A colleague of mine from the Communications Department just made
> a presentation on speaking to learn.  His name John (Jack) Johnson and
> his e-mail address is johnson@csd.uwm.edu.  I told him you might be
> contacting him.
>
> Alice Gillam
> University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee
>
> On Fri, 17 May 1996, Linda K. Shamoon wrote:
>
> > (This is being posted to two lists; sorry for the duplication!)
> >
> > Now and then I have heard about "speaking to learn."  Could anyone on this
> > list tell me more about this?  Is there a speaking  "movement" (in the same
> > way there is a "writing to learn" movement?)  Are there sources or
> > practitioners you could refer me to so that I could learn more about
> > speaking to learn activities?
> >
> > I have also noticed that a few participants on this list mention
> > communications across the curriculum.  I would be interested in hearing
> > about how that plays out on your campus.
> >
> > I would be glad to collect replies on or off the list and post a summary.
> > Thanks!
> > Linda
> >
> >
> >
> > Linda K. Shamoon                        tel. 401-874-4203
> > Director
> > College Writing Program                 email: shamoon@uriacc.uri.edu
> > Department of English
> > Independence Hall
> > 60 Upper College Rd., suite 2
> > University of Rhode Island
> > Kingston, Rhode Island 02881
> >
>
Dear Linda,
Clemson University has a "Communications Across the Curriculum" program
and newsletter of the same name.  Art Young, as probably you know, is one of
the professors there, and they stress the speaking component strongly
there.  If you want more information, you could contact Prof. Young
through Clemson.
Sonja Bagby
Writing Center Coordinatpor
Department of English
West Georgia College
Carrollton, Georgia  30118-2200
email: sbagby@westga.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 30 May 1996 17:04:31 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
 
Another fad?  Another catch phrase to describe what teachers have done for
eons?  The so-called Socratic method from law school sneaking into undergrad?
 
 
Learning from speaking?  Mighty suspicious activity, if you ask me.  I
suppose next someone will suggest that students might learn something by
being asked not only to speak about it but to teach it!  Horrors!
 
Cheers,
Steven D. Jamar
Assoc. Prof. & Dir. LRW Program
Howard University School of Law
sjamar@law.howard.edu or sjamar@aol.com
 
"Expediency may tip the scales when arguments are nicely balanced."  Justice
Cardozo, Woolford Realty Co. v. Rose, 286 U.S. 319, 330 (1932)
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 30 May 1996 14:26:19 MST
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "David E. Schwalm" <IACDES@ASUACAD.BITNET>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
In-Reply-To:  note of 05/30/96 14:04
 
Careful, Steve. You are getting perilously close to suggesting "teaching
across the curriculum."
 
-- David E. Schwalm, Dir. of Acad. Planning, ASU East
___Vice Provost for Acad. Programs, ASU West
___4701 West Thunderbird Rd.
___Phoenix, AZ 85069-7100_(602) 543-4500 david.schwalm@asu.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Thu, 30 May 1996 22:35:05 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Steve Jamar <SJamar@AOL.COM>
Subject:      Re: Speaking to learn
 
>You are getting perilously close to suggesting "teaching
>across the curriculum."
 
This would be a truly radical step in law schools - and though I am a
liberal, I certainly don't want to be thought a radical and so would never
advocate anything as radical as having professors teach!  In law school at
least.  :-)
 
Cheers,
Steve Jamar
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 09:01:26 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Edward White <ewhite@WILEY.CSUSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Paperback edition of Comp in the 21st Century
X-cc:         daiker_donald@msmail.muohio.edu, lbloom@uconnvm.uconn.edu
In-Reply-To:  <WPA-L%96053014262079@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU> from "David E. Schwalm"
              at May 30, 96 02:26:19 pm
 
Good news, folks.  I just heard from SIU press that a paperback edition
of the WPA book, Composition in the 21st Century, should be out next
spring.  The price is not yet set but should be a good bit less than the
present hardbound edition.  Clearly the pressure from people on this list
had some effect.  --Ed White
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 11:52:10 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Ben McClelland <wgbwm@SUNSET.BACKBONE.OLEMISS.EDU>
Subject:      Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
 
5-31-96
        Where does a University Writing Program belong in the university
chart of organization?
        Ole Miss administrators are pondering an appropriate administrative
"home" for a writing program that has grown large over a ten-year period.
        If you're at a Ph.D.-granting institution with a comprehensive
writing program, I'd appreciate it if you'd send me a message and let me
know the administrative reporting structure.
        Many thanks.
 
 
Ben W. McClelland, Professor and Schillig Chair
English Department and Writing Program
University of Mississippi
University, MS  38677
(601) 232-5500
FAX (601) 232-5493
e-mail wgbwm@sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 11:04:58 MST7MDT
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Lynn Meeks <FAMEEKS@WRITECTR.USU.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
 
Ben,
 
I am the Director of Writing at Utah State University in Logan, Utah.
I am a member of the English Department faculty and report directly
to the Assistant English Department Chair who in turn reports to the English
Department Chair who reports to the Dean of the College of
Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences who reports to the Provost who
reports to the President.  (This sounds like "The House that Jack
Built" in reverse.)  I am considered part of the administrative staff
in the department along with the Director of the Writing Center who
reports to the Assistant English Department Chair, etc., etc.
 
I'd be glad to answer any other questions that you have.  The
Director of Writing and the Director of the Writing Center have
always been members of the English Department as far as I know.
 
Cheers.
Lynn Meeks
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 12:39:54 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Doug Hesse <ddhesse@RS6000.CMP.ILSTU.EDU>
Subject:      TOC  WPA 19.3
 
WPA:  Writing Program Administration 19.3 (spring 1996) went out in
yesterday's mail, bulk rate, of course, so don't panic if you don't get
your copy for ten days.  If you want to subscribe, contact:
Jeff Sommers
Secretary/Treasurer, WPA
Miami University
Oxford, OH  45056
Dues are $20 (regular members), $10 (students), $30 (institutions).
 
        Table of Contents, WPA 19.3
 
"Training the Workforce:  An Overview of GTA
Education Curricula"
        Catherine G. Latterell
 
"Teacher Training in the Contact Zone"
        Wendy Swyt
 
"TA Training in English:  An Annotated
Bibliography"
        Timothy Catalano, Will Clemens, Julia Goodwin,
        Gary McMillin, Jeff White, and Stephen Wilhoit
 
"Portfolio as Genre, Rhetoric as Reflection:
Situating Selves, Literacies, and Knowledge"
        Kathleen Blake Yancey
 
"How to Tell a Story of Stopping:
The Complexities of Narrating a WPA's Experience"
        Wendy Bishop and Gay Lynn Crossley
 
Review of _Resituating Writing:  Constructing and
Administering Writing Programs_ Ed. Joseph Janangelo
and Kristine Hansen
        Duane Roen
 
"The WPA Annual Bibliography of Writing Textbooks"
        Eric Martin
 
WPA E-Mail Directory
 
 
Doug Hesse
Director of Writing Programs
Professor of English
Editor, WPA:  Writing Program Administration
Illinois State University, Normal IL 61790-4240
ddhesse@ilstu.edu  (voice:  309-438-7596)
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 10:53:26 -0700
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Muriel Zimmerman <mzimmer@HUMANITAS.UCSB.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
In-Reply-To:  <199605311649.LAA13450@sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu>
 
The Writing Program at University of California, Santa Barbara, is an
independent program reporting to the Dean of Humanities and Fine ARts.
Because we are an interdisciplinary program, we could (I think)
just as well report to the Dean of Social Sciences or of Sciences, but this
arrangement is okay. The Dean reports to the Provost of Letters and Science.
 
 
M.Z.
****************
Muriel Zimmerman
Director, Writing Program
U.C. Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA 93106
(805) 893-4808
*****************************
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 13:32:13 -0600
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         "Martha A. Townsend" <writmat@SHOWME.MISSOURI.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
 
>        Where does a University Writing Program belong in the university
>chart of organization?
>        Ole Miss administrators are pondering an appropriate administrative
>"home" for a writing program that has grown large over a ten-year period.
>        If you're at a Ph.D.-granting institution with a comprehensive
>writing program, I'd appreciate it if you'd send me a message and let me
>know the administrative reporting structure.
 
Ben,
 
The University of Missouri fits your description.  Our ten-year-old WAC
program (separate from first year comp, taught in English Dept) has an
unusual, three-part reporting arrangement that has contributed to the
program's longevity and vigor.  We report to:
 
1) the Provost - because we are a university-wide program and our funding
comes from this office
 
2) the Dean of Arts & Science - because: about 1/2 of our "writing
intensive" courses come from A & S; A & S is a key player in general
education; A & S is the home base for rhetoric & composition; and at MU,
academic programs that report to a dean are stronger than those that report
only to central administration
 
3) the Campus Writing Board - IMPORTANT - this eighteen faculty and three
student body determines ALL policy for the program.  It's here where the
real power is.  Administrators have long kept hands off and let the faculty
own this endeavor.
 
The dean and provost jointly appoint members to the board, from suggestions
made by me, CWP staff, and the board.
 
As director, I report to all three entities.  Looks cumbersome on paper and
in a description, but I swear it works.  If you want to know more, let me
know.
 
Marty
 
 
Martha A. Townsend, Ph.D.                573-882-4881 (M-F, 8-5)
Director, Campus Writing Program         573-884=5438 (fax)
Assistant Professor, English             writmat@showme.missouri.edu
325 GCB                                  http://www.missouri.edu/~writcwp
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO  65211
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 16:09:42 -0400
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Sonja Bagby <sbagby@WESTGA.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
In-Reply-To:  <199605311649.LAA13450@sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu>
 
CHECK OUT THE PH.D. PROGRAM AT GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY.  THEIR PAMPHLET
SOUNDS INTERESTING; I JUST GOT IT IN THE MAIL TODAY.
SONJA BAGBY
WRITING CENTER COORDINATOR
WEST GEORGIA COLLEGE
CARROLLTON, GA 30118
sbagby@westga.edu
 
On Fri, 31 May 1996, Ben McClelland wrote:
 
> 5-31-96
>         Where does a University Writing Program belong in the university
> chart of organization?
>         Ole Miss administrators are pondering an appropriate administrative
> "home" for a writing program that has grown large over a ten-year period.
>         If you're at a Ph.D.-granting institution with a comprehensive
> writing program, I'd appreciate it if you'd send me a message and let me
> know the administrative reporting structure.
>         Many thanks.
>
>
> Ben W. McClelland, Professor and Schillig Chair
> English Department and Writing Program
> University of Mississippi
> University, MS  38677
> (601) 232-5500
> FAX (601) 232-5493
> e-mail wgbwm@sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu
>
=========================================================================
Date:         Fri, 31 May 1996 18:58:46 -0500
Reply-To:     Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
Sender:       Writing Program Administration <WPA-L@ASUVM.INRE.ASU.EDU>
From:         Tim Peeples <peeples@OMNI.CC.PURDUE.EDU>
Subject:      Re: Putting the Writing Program in Its Place
In-Reply-To:  <v01510103add4f6672e0d@[128.206.30.201]>
 
One of the issues I'm following as I prepare my dissertation proposal is the
structures of writing programs.  I am particularly interested in the
"agency" of WPAs -- the situated and thus constrained agency -- to effect
change in these structures.  Obviously, then, I'm loving this thread.
 
It's not a surprise that there are so many structures; comp. and WAC
programs have known for years that it's next to impossible to "import"
program structures or to assume "sameness" of structures across
colleges/universities/schools.  Nevertheless, I am always surprised to
see the details of these different structures.  The structures so far
described highlight the general and detailed differences in writing
program structures from to school to school, and I'm finding these
discussions invaluable.
 
In addition to wanting to hear about many more of the institutional
structures of writing programs, I would find it particularly interesting
to hear from some of the schools that have more "decentralized" programs,
like what I believe is so at Cornell.
 
Tim Peeples                             Purdue University
                                        Rhetoric and Composition Program
                                        peeples@omni.cc.purdue.edu
